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Saturday:

AB S T R A C T

Saturday sets out to depict the contemporary world with its ambigui-

to other books. The prevailing happiness of mass protests against the 
war on Iraq is countered by the recollection of mass graves, an element 

The technique of dualistic depiction is further used in order to de-
scribe the characters. Reworking the idea of two sides of the same coin, 

human personality. Therefore, Baxter becomes simultaneously an of-

-
-

medicine, media, upper-class, working-class, and the like. The use of lan-
guage throughout the novel seems to repeat the notion that by means of 

and constructing their position of supremacy.
Saturday

as the terrorist threat or the creation of media reality, that appear in-
ternational in consciousness. The essay illustrates how, with admirable 
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artistry, McEwan incorporates meaningful images, visually complex de-
-

AB S T R A C T

McEwan in his stream-of-consciousness novel Saturday
third person narrator, Henry Perowne. And it is the extensive retrospec-
tions, discerning commentaries and meticulous descriptions of Perowne 

neurosurgeon, the devoted husband of Rosalind and the proud father of 
two children, Daisy and Theo. His professional training and predilection 

-
way or Leopold Bloom, Perowne delineates the external reality in an un-
emotional, analytical and organized way. He illuminates two oppositional 

-
ference between the opposing ideas allows for an interpretation (Bonny-

Ipso facto -

Saturday
are presented through contrast by means of digressions.

Depiction of the reality in terms of binary oppositions introduces, 
-

even participates in with detachment, and his aptitude for detecting the 
ambiguities of the outside world, being aware of his own biases and emo-

For it is readers who have to decide, for example, whether the inva-

war on Iraq. He is perplexed by the happiness and excitement of the as-
sembling crowd. People are hugging each other, cheering and clapping. He 
watches them taking out placards, banners, whistles, football rattles, funny 
hats and cartoonish rubber masks of politicians.
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From the impatient pavement crowds, some dry runs with the noise-

-

The cheerful atmosphere of the protest is underlined by the rhythm 
of passages describing the march with its short, onomatopoeic words, 
arranged in simple sentences. These sentences include political slogans, 

, the 
names of associations participating in the event that also carry the quality 
of political catch phrases, -
en’s Choir and the names of towns,  in order 

ignorance towards the regime in Iraq. His immediate reaction to what he 

against him. Commemoration of his imprisonment is permanent damage 
to both shoulders and scars of thorn bush on his thighs. Perowne remi-

-
ing from their cells, and waited to be called. Beatings, electrocution, anal 
rape, near drowning, thrashing the soles of the feet. Everyone, from top 

-

While Perowne enumerates plain facts, the emotions, introduced mostly 

and fear. The factual and dry tone of these passages highlights the terror 

march, emphasizing the impropriety of emotions binding the mass pro-

torture and summary executions, ethnic cleansing and occasional geno-
cide are preferable to an invasion, they should be sombre in their view” 

but resists consenting to either of them as both groups advance tenacious 
arguments.
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getting personally involved in ethnic cleansing or violent interrogations. 
-

speech in Glasgow, his thoughts wander back to his brief encounter with 
the Prime Minister at the Tate Modern where Blair mistook him for an art-
ist, and having realized his mistake, cut the conversation short and moved 

that microexpressions betray lying, Henry tries to scrutinize the Prime 

This kind of depiction extends to many other characters in Saturday. 

from vascular dementia and living in an elderly home, is contrasted with 

-

-

-
ture emanates physical violence. As they shake their hands, Perowne tries 
to appraise Baxter:

essence of his habit. Garlic affects certain people the same way. Pos-

with thick eyebrows and dark brown hair razored close to the skull. The 

by sloping shoulders, and the built-up trapezoids suggest time in the 

Thus, from the very beginning of the encounter, Henry realizes that 
-

ing, but his pride outweighs his reason. As the violence nears eruption, 
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mentally he lists the symptoms: “sudden uncontrollable alternations of 
-

tion, memory failure, agnosia, apraxia, dementia, total loss of muscular 

-

in this passage, and throughout echoes the notion that by means 
-

gon and idiolects, they highlight their authority and construct their posi-
tion of supremacy, and Perowne is fully aware of the power of language as 
he interrogates Baxter: “He surprises himself. This fussy, faintly archaic 

terminology to gain dominance over the attacker and escape the beating. 

and

coincidental, Perowne is called for his surgery. The roles change and now it 

skull. Once Perowne is inside his brain, he ponders about the workings of 
human mind:

fundamental secret will be laid open one day. But even when it has, the 
wonder will remain, that mere wet stuff can make this bright inward 

-

medical progress whereby McEwan creates in Saturday neurologically de-
termined world and his characters are biologically-conditioned beings. In 
this world, Perowne exercises some degree of power due to his profession, 
but not unlike Mrs. Dalloway who feels guilty and ashamed that because 

veteran of World War I, Perowne blames himself for abusing his authority 
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-
self into the mind of Baxter and experiences “many contradictory impul-

-
ing his well-being. With the appearance of Baxter, the symbol of violence, 

an abstract concept, limited to the knowledge from the news coverage:

of the times, this compulsion to hear how it stands with the world, and 

-
untary entrapment in the media reality. As the novel, although historically 
framed, aims more at explaining how history is created rather than mir-

Saturday Mid-
 which explores the ways in which history is given meaning 

as India gains independence from Britain, life becomes inextricably linked 
with the political, national, and religious events of his time.

Although Perowne prefers to have the world explained rather than 
to have it reinvented by magic realism, his role in Saturday resembles in 
many ways the function of Saleem Sinai in Midnight’s Children. Henry
epitomizes England during the squash match with his American friend, 
Jay Strauss, and he describes history-in-the-making, using fragmented in-
formation from the media. He is aware that news is subordinated to image 
manipulation, that the dissemination of basic information is distorted by 
business interests, and that even horrifyingly immediate events have be-

scenes manufactured for political purposes:

-

nerves, like taunted strings, vibrate obediently with each news “release.” 
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-

subatomic particle (spin up or spin down electron, it has either charac-
teristic at random), the bottle might release the gas and kill the animal or 
it might stay intact. Ten minutes later an observer opens the box to see 
whether the cat is alive or dead. But between trapping the cat in the box and 
the end of the experiment, the cat is neither dead nor alive. The paradox of 

-
rorist attack or an unfortunate mechanical failure. Both of the possibilities 
are equally probable until one of the instances actually comes true.

Saturday, is 

examples can be traced on almost every page of the novel as indecision is 

-
ing contradictions and ambiguities that exist in himself and in the outside 
world. McEwan divulges this ability of Perowne at the very beginning of 
Saturday Herzog
to his book. The passage describes the man in the bleakness and isola-
tion of the modern world, who is trying to come to some kind of conclu-
sion about his own life and about the ambiguous world around him. In 
an interview for The Guardian, McEwan explains his choice of the book 

-
-

ing checklist of the challenges the novelist must confront, or the reality 

who has to depict the world with its ambiguities and paradox. Therefore, 
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-
day is illuminated from multiple, often contradictory, points of view by 

torture, the real terrorist threat is contrasted with national paranoia, the 

The contrast between the opposing ideas is emphasized by different kinds 
of language, for example language of medicine, media, violence, slogans, 
upper-class or working-class, and by symbols and metaphors like the knife 

. Familiarized with different 

-
ance into his stream-of-consciousness novel.
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