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This problem constituted a segment of more extensive researw
ches conducted in 1976 in several dozen villages belonging te
different regions of Poland, We shall present here some results
of these researches with reference to 1.514=person sample from
‘29 villages in 4 administrative rural commnes being the smallest
administrative units in rural areas of Poland, The - researches
were carried out by means .of questiomnaire survey uldru-cci
to both marriage partners in production age brackets (18-65),
The collected materials were statistically processed on compue
, ters, The produced results are representative for populations
of each rural ocommme’s inhabitants according to their age
brackets and socio-professional category (individual  farmers,
workers employed in socialized sector of agriculture, and nonage-
ricultural population), We shall accept here a principle of ocom-
parative aiuly.il‘ of results in particular rural communes since
they proved to be distinotly dittorontiatod.

The rural commune of Pepowo, nituntod a long distance from
towns of even average size, possesses agriocultural charaoter
and represents the highest level of effectiveness in individual
and socialized farming in Polish oconditions owing to its high
level of agrarian ou.lturo, relatively good soils and wm
structure, The rural commune of Opinogéra 1- located i.n olose
vicinity of a medium-size town, but it is also of .sﬂ.culturu
character (individual a_nd socialized farms) and has quite high
productivity being mainly a result of very good quality soils,
Sulmierzyce rural ocommune, having a good commuter service with
industrial centres, is inhabited by peasant-workers, and has &
low level of agricultural produotion in 1nd1v1dual and socialie-
zed farming accompanied by poor soils, \m!‘avourablo agrarian
structure and economic oulture, An even lower level of deve-
lopment and rather unfavourable conditions for agrioultural pro=-
duotion are characteriatic for Widawa rural commune possessing -
pouant-aworkor cl?uraotor, distinet prodon:l.nnnoo of poorly produc-
tive individual farming accompanied by quite a significant share
of the population ' making its livelihood in small-scale indus-
tries, transport and services,

_ Researches and analyses of attitudes towards rural and big |
urban types of living environments were oriented at the three
following starting hypothesest
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2, Opinions about material values of village and town

‘

In general comparative analysis of the material environment
in the village and the town there largely prevails a stereotype
of the town's supremacy (Tab., 1)t 35 per cent of respondents ex-
pressed a view that the town possesses better material 1living
oonditions while a higher evaluation of the village in this area
was represented by only 30 per ocent with 27 per ocent of the in-
terviewed not declaring their preference of any of these stereo-
types, Those last mentioned were underlining espeocially diffe-
rentiation of rural and urban living conditions acoording to
different categories of the population as well as dia-in:l.larity
and incomparable aspect of these components,

Tabhle 1

General evaluation of material living conditions
in the village as compared with big towns

Evaluations in per- |Pepowo |Opino~ |Sulmie-|Widawa | Total |
centage figures of N = 428/ géra rzyce [N = 414N = 1514
number of respondents N = 368|N = 304
Better in village 44,1 37.0 ; 2k, 3 14.7 30,2
Better in towns 23.6 33.4 41.8 43,0 35.0
Different according to )
people’s categories| 9.8 3.0 10.5 9.9 8.3
Different according to : ; ‘
components %7 9.0 TR 6,8 77
Different according t ; ot .
regions A ee A b 202 2.6 3.4 2.5
Hard to say 9" 70' ‘005 7.2 803 »
Others or no data i
“.11‘ble ‘..1 8.3 301 15-0 700

While justifying the above evaluation of the town the rea-
sons most often quoted were better goods provision, better ser-
viéo- and various work values '(work:l.ng conditions, free time
ete.); while a higher evaluation of the village was most often
prompted by possession of own consumer products and values of
the natural environment,

Attention should be paid to differoqt:lntion of these attitu-
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lpoaking the most positive evaluation of the vu.lag- crmlrommt
was provided by inhabitants of the rural commune with the highw~
‘est, development level (Pepowo) while most critical were inhabi-
tants of the rural commune with the lowest development - level
(Vidawa), It is worth pointing out that wvalues of the natural
rural environment were most ocommonly accepted in a rural commune
possessing most people commuting to work in towns, although ob-
jectively there was nothing special to distinguish 4t in this
field (Sulmierzyce). ,

In -ggrognto approach to the analyzed opi.nionl 11: appeared
that only 18 per oont of respondents accepted =2 opinions
while as many as 24 por cent oxpru-od 5-6 positive evaluations
of the village (Tab. 3). iz

Table 3

Level of positive evaluation” of ntorhl living oondit:l.on.
in the village as compared with big towns

:z:m:::cr:mti:: Pepowo op 361::- Sul-i:- Widawa | Total &
the following number [N = 428( S7F0c | FEVO0, IN-= hik|N = 1514
of opinions from Tab 2

o 0.2 0.3 0.3 P8 AR

1 1.9 2.7 2,4 | 2.9 2.5
2 9.8 b Tkt FAPty 410330

3 22,2 24,5 3.1 29.5 26.8
L) 31.8 24,5 27.0 18.8 25,8
5 21,5 22,0 16,1 ’ 9.2 17.2

6 1.7 <73 6,0 2,9 741
lack of data B R R 1.0 | 1241 5.3

Table 3 shows explicitly that also in detailed conviotions
positive evaluations of the rural material environment are the
more frequent the higher the level of socio-economic development
of a étvon area, It can be stated, moreover, that in as much as
in general stereotypes prevailed positive evaluations of the
town, in detailed evaluations of concrete oomponents of the mate-
rial environment the supremacy of positive evaluations of the
village is quite pronounced,
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‘whole) or those who were relating a possibility of performing n
comparative analysis to different oategories of inhabitants of
the village and the town, This proves that in the social sphere
thére do not function commonly such or' other -tirootypol ‘of the
village and the town which, after all, are always oharacterized
Av:l.th extremely simplified perception and evaluation of the re-
ality. And that is & sphere treated by a substantial portion of
people in non-stereotype, more oomplex, differentiated and less
uniform manner, _ '

It is vorth\ noting here that in all rural communes the
share of people not representing any stereotype is quite simi-
'1u-. On the other hand, proportions of supporters of prorural or'
prourban stereotypes are much differentiated, Namely, the pro-
rural social streotype decisively prevails in rural ‘ comnunas
possessing most developed contacts with the town (Opinogéra and
Sulmierzyce) while the prourban stereotype prevails in the rural
commune with the lowest level of sooio-economic dwolop_mt and
less intensive contacts with the town (Widawa). '

In order to analyze detailed evaluations of the rural soocial
environment as compared to the urban environment the rupon&‘riti
were asked to accept or reject five opinions, which concern ba-
sic components of this sphere and testify to supremacy or equa-
" 1ity of the village in a given sphere (Tab. 5). The villagsé ap-
peared to be quite commonly linked with such values of social
relations which are connected with small groups as' personal as-
pect of relations making it possible to obtain social acceptance
and ontablinh oloser ties, providing a guarantee of social 80~
curity., On the other hand, rigorism of social control is very
strongly felt din this environment, Hierarchy of these opinions,
according to common character of their acoeptance, i1is almost
identical in all rural communes, Like in the case of stereotypes
the most critical evaluation of the rural social environment was
given by inhabitants of Widawa rural commune as compared to oth- -
ers, It is worth stressing here that rigorism of social cone~
trol is least felt in rural communes with the most  intensive
contacts with the town, ’ 3

~ While analyzing all the above bre-ented opinions it turned
out that only 8 per cent of respondents acoepted 0-1 op:l.n:l:on.
while as many as 40 per cent expressed A4~5 positive opinions
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' -.M most poaitivo at Opinogéra, It ocan be stated moreover that
generally in these detalled conorete’ evaluations of components
of the rural social environment the supremacy of prorural attitu-
des is much bigger than it is the case in the sphere of oommon
social stereotypes. ‘ :

4, Opinions about cultural values of _v!.l.:l.uio and town

The stersotype of the town's superiority largely predomina-
ton in a general ocomparative evaluation of the cultural onvi.-
ronment as offered by the village and the town (Tab, 7)i as many
as 82 per cent of all respondents expressed an opinion that bet-
ter conditions and possibilities of participation in tho oculture
are provided by the town with a highcr evaluation of th. village
in this area being presented by only 2.6 per cent of respondents
end 9 per cent not aupport:l.ng any of thoso stereotypes, VWhile
providing arguments in favour of the prourban stereotype most
respandents were pointing at a big nw'aber and better equipment
of cultural institutions, their better organization and staff as
well as free time allowing people to participate in ocultural
aétivition. On the other hand, those who did not support the
prourban stereotype would underline, first of 311, a decisive
role played by unit characteristics, regional differentiation and
unique aspects of cultural values offered by the rural environw
ment, ! : '

Table 7

General cvalnation of conditions
and possibilities of cultural participation
in the village in comparison with big towns

3

Bvaluations in percen- Pepowo |Opino~ |Sulmie-|Widawa | Total
tage figures of res- (N = 428| géra rzyce (N = btk |N = 1514

pondents . IN = 368|N = 304
1 PR 3 b 5 6
Better in wvillage 2,8 3.5 a3 123 2,6
Better in towne 89.0 | 80,2 | 80.3. | 75,4 | 81.6

Different according .
- to category of peo~. ; >
pl. . 0.9 0.8 1.0 ‘03 0-9
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of -moﬁl stereotypes, out of 17 analyzed responses less thnn a
half of po.:l.ﬂvo evaluations of the village were expressed by
39 per cent, and more than a half by 24 per cent. Alsoc in this
case inhabitants of rural communes with a lower development
: level V(V:ld,avn and Sulmierzyoce) were more critiocal ,;m.rahtion to
the villngi. : : ' £

Statistical correlation analyses of mutual convergence of
attitudes to different dimensions of the rural and big wurban
environments were porrormo'd separately for partioular oo-mmoll
and sex groups, Their results will be presented here with the
‘assumed high level of significance 0,05 (\’vhioh means that the
‘error probability does not exceed 5 per cent) and with coeffi-
cient of V, Cramer’s relationship strength higher than 0,20,

In all rural communes there were discovered very strong si-
milarities in evaluations presented by marriage partners in re-
lation to all attitudes, Both in relation to stereotypes and de-
tailed evaluations of social, cultural and material spheres as
well as in their synthetic approaches the strength of this con-
vergence is generally expressed by V, Cramer’s value bigger than
0,60 and never smaller than 0,45, That must be partly a result
of interviewing Jjointly husband and wife, but at the same time
it testifies that the analyzed attitudes are, first of all,
shaped and adopt uniform character in family groups, :

Convergence of general stereotypes and detailed evaluations
of a given environmental sphere appeared to be much differenti-
ated, In the soocial sphere there were revealed significant al-
though weak convergences (V, Cramer’s vgiue reaching 0,30) in all
rural communes in women's attitudes a.nd\only in one rural commu-
'no for men, Convergences with similar strength occured in the
cultural sphere in three rural communes for women and only in
one for men, in the material sphere -~ only in one rural commune
for women, and in synthetic approach to all spheres - only in one
case for men and women, Thus independent from one another are,
- first of all, general stereotypes and detailed evaluations of
the material environment aspect, It can, moreover, be noted
easily that general attitudes and detailed evaluations are more
’ocmvergo,nt and coherent in case of women than men., All in all,
th§ above results testify to isolation and oer.ta;ln dose of in.





















