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Compound verbs and yerbal word groups in Modern Mongolian
- composition§ as an other method of Mongolian verb formation

Abstract

So far Mongolian linguistic studies concerning Modem Mongolian word formation
focused mainly on the derivation method as the most popular and most common

to form new words. Only a few Mongolists emphasize other methods used in new

formation process such as compounds and words' groups (particularly compound
and verbal word groups). Therefore, beside derivation, other methods of word

especially verb formation, exist unstudied not only in Modern but also in Classical
While these methods were not so common in Classical Mongolian there are

many examples of compound verbs and verbal word groups in Modern Mongolian.
compound verbs and verbal word groups are examined in this paper

{.

The term 'Modem Mongolian', repeatedly used in this papeł means the official language,

called Khalkha-Mongolian, for over 2.5 million Mongols, who live in Mongolia.
So far Mongolian linguistic studies conceming Modern Mongolian word formation have

mainly focused on the derivation method as the most popular and most coInmon way
forrr new words. ObviousĘ the agglutinative languages, such as Mongolian, mainly form

word by adding a simple or compound suffix to the invariable nomina] or verbal stems.l

l In Mongo|ian there exist four Ęes of deŃation suffrces: denominal forming nouns, denominal forming
deverbal forming nouns and deverbal forming verbs. Each existing Mongolian derivation suffices is

The way how and what kind of a new word, verb or noun, they form is precisely specified. See:

Godziński" Wspibresny jerykmongolski,pp.2448, N.Poppe, Grammarof wńftenMongolian,pp,3947
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This method of forming new words was wideĘ described with many examples by outstanding

Mongolists all over the world.z
Few Mongolists emphasize the other methods used in new words' formation proces§

such as compounds and words'groups, particularly compound verbs and verbal word groups.

In most research works papers and other scientific dissertations there are few descriptions

and examples concerning other methods of word formation in the Mongolian language.

Of course there are attempts at describing and giving examples of compound nouns such

as Nicholas Poppe's Grammar of Wńuen Mongolian3 and other scholarly books. However

compound verbs and verbal word groups are seldom considered when, word formation in

Modern Mongolian is anaĘed.
Therefore, the most important fact is that beside derivation, other methods of word

formation, especially verb formation, exist unseen not only in Modern but also in Classical

Mongolian. Even if these methods were not so common in Classical Mongolian, there are

now many examples of compound verbs and verbal word groups,a in Modern Mongolian

which is very rich in such newly formed verbs.

The term 'compound verb' should be meant as a verb consisting of two verbal stems

or a verbal stem and other part of speech. In case of Modern Mongolian there exist four

compositions, which may form compound verbs.

1. converb + finite verb esngu aaax'to occupy; to take oye{, Aluupax'tobting'.
ż. verbal noun + finite verb udcgu 6ańx'to ate already'.

3, noun + finite verb uac 6apax'to die', dyyeapax'to make a sound; to speak'.

4. particle + finite veń xyy mamoxlo pull off, to tear off', fymuupeex 'to break up'.

All four to a greater or lesser ext€nt appear in spoken and written Modern Mongolian
The meaning they eĘress is mostly a descriptive one but some examples of compound
verbs get a completely new meaning.

If the construction's Ępe, the method of verbs' conjunction, is studied, Mongoliaa
compound verbs may be divided into trpo general kjnds;'concrucence' and'juxtaposition'.

concrescence

Characteristic for the concrescence is only one accent, which always falls upon the first

part. Two verbs, nolitt and verb or particle and verb may occur as the eiements of

concrescence, In most cases we observe the forming of such compound verbs changes the

individual stems, mostiy by simplification of the stem's form and its phonetic. In concrescence

2 See: S, Kałużyński, Kasyczny ję4lk mongolski, N. Poppe, op. cit,, G.J. Ramstedt, Zur Verbstamm-

bildungslehre der mongolisch-ttirkishen Sprachen, E,X. To a a e s a, Ęauuamuxa coepeMeHHoeo MoHeo"tbcKo?o

nzutxa, (Douemuxa u uopQo,łoeua, S. Godziński, op, cit.
3 See: N. Poppe, op. cit,, pp, t7Flż3.
a In classical Mongolian compound verbs and verbal words' groups ale represented in large numbers b.v

the onomatopoeic and illustrative verbs.
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consisting of nvo verbs only the final consonant of the first nray be dropped while the

second verb may drop the whole syllable.
aelłupax'to bring' < aaą 'taking' ł upsx'to eome'
aqaalłux'to take away, to carry off' < aaaaó 'after having taken' + outlx'to go to

}" "T;;rgceox 'togive back' < Ęyqaaetc'retuming' + o.ax1o give'
xgtlłlcsńxs 'to speak continuously' < x3lutc 'saying ' + ńailx'to be; to exist'
Atthough it is observed that some of the above concrescences are not noted in dictionaries

and appear only in spoken modern Mongolian it may be supposed that they soon will be.

In concrescences formed of noun and verb neither phonetic nor graphic changes are
observed,

ńadołlxutitlgx'to reflect; to be pensive' < 1odoll 'thought, idea' + xuńltsx 'to do
incessantly'

óyyeapax 'to make a sound; to speak' < dly 'sound; voice; song' + eapax'to go out;
to come out'

cy,n6ańx'1o feel weak; to flag' < cyll 'weak; loose;' ł 6ańx 'to be; to exist'
Among such concrescences there exists a group of verbs formed by deverbal nouns

with final -u, -d and verb xuńx 'to do; to perform'"

ruapóxuńx'to ctack' < łłflpd'crack' + xulix'to do; to perform'
xałlauxuńx'to glance at' < xnąau'glance' * xuttx'to do; to perform'
It is correct to presume that in the near future the concrescences above might form

new suffixes; -óxuń- and -uxuń-,6
Similar mentioned above are thę concrescences formed of particle and verb. There are

not observed any phonetic or graphic changes in either element. Almost all compound
verbs formed in this way are represented by so called verba status - illustrative verbs. The
most popular arę concrescences formed by using particle and verb xuńx'to do; to perform'.
f-gncrescences, where a verb other than xuńx 'ta do; to perform' has occurred ate rarę.

1ynxuttx'stick out' < *6yltl * nlńx'to do; to peCorm'
canxuiłx'to grow weak or tried' < *catt * xtlńx'to do; to perform'
1ymuupesx'to break up' < 6ym'up' + Hupz3x'to destroy; to strike; to smash'
maqux'to go where?' < xaa 'where?' + otlux'to go to'
Soon concrescences consisting of particle and verb xuńx 'to do; to perform', might

wolve into a verb derived by the means of the suffix. ,ań-.8

5 Most of such concrescences, consisting ot converburn imperfecti and auxiliary verb 6ańx'to be; to ęxist',

,:pear in 'present-fufure' tense and express present progressive; upltcuHa'islare coming' (cont.) upx 6ańua
s are coming' < upx 'coming' + 6ańuą 'is, ate'. In sonre Mongcllian dialects those of concrescences have
-;eadyformed asufflx-ecań-,-xań-,-etc:o-. See: III. JIyncaunaHAaH, OpuuuqaeuńuJńoHlo/lxsttuuń
iplst1, p. I58.

5 Similar situation was observed with the already independent Mongolian suffixes -ałuź- and -cxuń-.
- Often it is very hard oI even impossible to find independently eństing illustrative element of such verba

l*nłs. trt can be artificialĘ reconstructed.
3 Thissuffi,risconsideredtooriginatefromthęverbxuit"t'todo;toperform'.See: S. Godziński,op.cit.,p.68.

159
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Juxtaposition

The construction of the second §pe of mmpound verbs, cal\ed jułaposińon, is 'dispersed'

when compare to concrescence.Ręsearches on the morphology and sernantic of Mongolian
juxtaposition particularly verbai ones ccrnclude that such compound verbs may have two

meaning: 'total' (developing new meaning) and 'separate' (keeping the meanings of all

elements). The construction elęments exist separately in and beyond the juxtaposition.

Mongolian compound verbs characterized as jwtaposition may consist of some converbal

formsg and verb, some verbal nouns10 and verb, noun and verb or particle and verb"

The most common and often usecl Mongolian juxtaposlźoru consist of converbal form

and any verb.
aBą x3p32/l3x'to takę (steps, measures), to take over. to adopt' < aBu 'taking' +

rcp3eĄ3x'to use, to make use'.
aeaad upsx'to bring' < aeaad'after having taken' + up3x'ta came'

3oxuołt óaueyy,lax 'to organlze; to establish' < 3oxlloH 'organizing' * 1ańzyynax 'to
build; to set up; to organŁe'.

Among the Mongolian compound verbs described there exists a group of jtutapositions

which elements have identical or similar meaning.

asupaH Malfix'to climb' < asupaH'climbing' + Maqax'to climb'
xoałcuH wwelux 'to develop; to flourish' < xaantH 'developing; flourishing' + wwz/t3x

'to develop; to flourish'.
Such compounds are characteristic for Mongolian language and frequently appear in

stylistics. A very similar process is also observed in the fornration of compound nouns.l1

The second most common juxtapositions consist of acceptable verbal noun and verb,

Some of such conrpound verbs exist only as a juxtaposition of verbal noun, in some cases

with the negative particle .eyń and auxiliary vęrb 6ailx 'to be; to exist' (sometimes onl,v

in past tense) or 1oltox'to be; to become'. Semantically newly fornred verbs may expre§

or emphasże an aspect of the act.

udcgH 6aux'to have eaten' < udcsu 'aftet having eaten' + 6ańx '1o be; to exist'.

aeaaeyń 6ańx'not to take yet' < aeaaeyń 'did not take and still is not taking' * 6aut
'to be; to exist'.

udsaeyń upsx 'to come without having eaten' < udsoayń'did not eat and still is not

eating' + up3x'to come'.
sozcoxeyń 6ańx 'not to stop' < soecoxeyń'process of not stopping' ł 6aux'to be:

to exist'.
uyxeyń auudpax 'settle down' < łłyy:ceyń 'process of not migrating' ł auudpax'tolive'.

9 There are only three converbal forms, converbum imperfecti, converbum perfecti, convełbum modale, whjch
may occur in juxtaposition fonning a compound verb,

10 On|y nomen perfecti, nomen impefecti, nomen furui, nomen usus form may ouur in juxtaposition forming
a compound verb.

11 See: IIL JTyncaHBaH,qaH, op. cit., pp.150-153.
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6odóoz 6onax 'to start thinking continuously' < 6oóóoe'the continuous act of thinking'

ł 6o,1ox'to be; to become'.
Nomen łsłs juxtaposed with auxiliary verb 6ańx'to be; to exist', occurred oniy in the

past tense and can form a vęrb which may be translated as, English construction, 'to be

used to doing something'.
ałrwmadae 6ańe 'waslwere used to working' < ałłtu,lltadae 'the usual act of working'

ł 6ańe'was,Ąrere; existed'.
asóae 1ańllaa 'wasfwerę used to going' < aadae 'thę usual act of going' ł óań,ąaa

vas/were; eństed'.
Substantial numbęr,s of jwtapositiofts ate those composed of noun and verb, when

verb impose the grammatical forrn of the noun.

aM aeox'to promise; to give one's §vord' < 4ł 'mouth' + oeex'to give'.

eup lłtł{ł,,łsx'to cooperate' < eap'hand' + uuńltex'to join; to irnite'.

uac 6apax'to die' < Hac 'age' + 6apax'to use up; to exhaust'.

yc eapax'to leak' < yc ',water' ł eapax'to go out ofifrom; to come out'.

It is necessary to mention here the jwtapositions af deverbal nouns ending with -c,

-B, -d, -M and verb xuńx 'to do; to perform'. Thanks to them the suffixes -extłń- and

-cxuń- havę appeared in Mongolian"
eallaa xuńx'to flash; to gleam' < eflJtaa 'tlash; gleam' + xuńx 'to do; to perform'.

apeac xuńx'to pull a face' < npeac'grimace'+ xuńx'ta do; to perform'.

Peculiar meaning, 'to want to do; to be worth doing something' express the jwtapositton

"lf orcurring in Irłstrumentalis deverbal noun ending wittr -ł (forming słff]x -vAAP) and

auxiliary verb 6ańx'to be; to exist'.

asMaap 6ailx'to want to take; to be worth taking' < azMaap'worth taking' ł 6ańt
to be; to exist'.

udussp 6ańx 'to want to eat; to be worth eating' < uduasp 'worth eating' ł 6ańx
'to be; to exist'.

The juaaposittors of particle and verb might be divided into three kinds: those consisting

of particle expressing circumstances (manner, direction or place) and verb, this of illustrative

particle and verb or those of onomatopoeic particle and verb. In these juttapositions the

particle determines the meaning of the compound verb.

H3Bm xamecLx 'to pierce; to go right through; to stick through' < lłłBm'through, right

ńrough' + xanllax'to pierce; to stick in'.

.FB mamax'to crack into bits' < fl3 'ta bits' + mam&t 'to pull'.

xyy 6apm 'to finish definitely' <xyy'al\; fully' * 6apax'to use up; to eńaust'.

In jwtapositiolrs being onomatopoeic compound verbs the particle that occurs imitates

a voice and is mostly juxtaposed with verb xuitx'tcl do; to perform'.

uup xuńx'to crack; to roar' < Hup (cracking sound; roaring sound) * xuttx 'to do;

ro perform'.
nad xuńx'to crackle; to rattle' < nad 'bang!, thump!' ł xuńx 'to do; to perform'.

Very rare are the onomatopoeic compound verbs formed from particle and verb

other than xuńx 'to do; to perform'.
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/xa? cp'to slump; to go down heavily ' < nae (heavily going down sound) * cllr
'to sit'.

The illustrative compound verbs formed of juxtaposition of illustrative particle and

verb (mostly xuńx'to do; to pertbrm'), occur in modern Mongolian in small number. This

is because most Mongolian illustrative verbs are formed by rneans of suffix ,ań- - .oń,

- .utt-.

cspm xuńx'to jump up' < cspm (something sticking out; protruding) + xuia'to da,.

to perform'.
xołLt lłoxtlx 'to dent' < xol1x (the hollow after hitting; striking) + Lloxux 'to hit; to strike'.

There is a special group of Mongolian verbs, which occur in jtxtapositions formine

compound verbs. These are auxiliary, descriptive, demonstrative and interrogative verbs.

The auxiiiary verbs; 6aut 'to be; to exist', 6o,ąox 'to be; to become' and defective *órł-

'to be', *a- 'to be', and their occurrences, afe well known but there are few descriptions

of the occurrence of the other verbs mentioned.
The most common are juxłapositił:n of converburn imperfecti and descriptive.

demonstrative and interrogative verbs" Such compositions gain a new meaning connected

with the meaning of their elements. The converb that expresses main the act is suppiemented

by the descriptive, demonstrative or interrogative verb.

xydandalr 'to buy' < xyóa,ldarc 'selling' + asax'to take'.

3pew,ąJtt aeox'to give back; to return' < 3p2I1/,ułc 'turning; returniltg' + aeox 'to give'.

xuiłllc yssx'to try to do' < xuńlłc 'doing' + y33x'to to see; to study'.

olłLllłc y33x'to visit' < o.t,ulc 'going to a place' + y33x'to to see; to study'.

eyńltc eapat'to run out' < zyńlt 'nnning' + eapat'to go out; to start; to cross'.

6urłux eapat. 'to start writing' < źurłuJłc 'writing' + eapax'to go out; to start; to cross',

rcJnilc opxlLt'to finish speaking' < x3,ąJtc 'to speak' * opxta'to leave; to give up'.

uHł3Jlc aBax 'to go in this manner' < uHe3Jłc 'doing in this manner' + azax 'to go',

m323Jrc ałax'to take in that manner' < m3ax'doing in that manner' + aBax'to take'.

aalrc 6uąux'to write how?' < aarc'doing how?' + 6uąux'to write'.

As was said at the beginning of this paper, in Mongolian, besides derivation there

exist two other methods of verb formation; one is compound, generally described above

and other is verbal word group. The characteristic for verbal word groups is composition

of more than three different parts of speech and fact that such composition may occur

as a predicate in a sentęnce. The common known verbal word groups are those consisting

of nouns or reduplication of onomatopoeic or illustrative particle and verb. Rare are

those that consist of few verbal forms and final verb, Due to a lack of a general description
of Mongolian verbal word group formation's the phenomenon below described might be

considered as an attempt at emphasizing their occurrence and the meaning they express

in Modern Mongolian. Verbal word groups that occur in Mongolian may be divided into:

- those formed of two nouns and final verb
xap maMxu x3p3en3x'to take drugs'.
xs/l auałłd opox 'to be criticżęd'.
xfl/Iał xa,ąae xuńx'to look askance'.
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those formed of reduplication of onomatopoeic or illustrative particle and tinal verb
mac mac xuńx 'to crackle'"
yltźac y,l6ac xuńx'to flash; to flicker'.
xańe ańa xodnax'to wobble'.
xaHeup )lcuHap xuńx 'to ring'.
those formed of reduplication of verbal tbrms and final verb
zyńlłc zyńsrc upex 'to come running'.
asq upltcoaox'to bring'.
xuńcłc xuńłłc óyceat'to do and at last finish',
those formed of mixed verbal forms (mostly converbal one) and final verb
3osoH acryzaad cypaenax'to ask with care'.
uałłltańltałł ydupóaad Huctł olłurtc upex 'to arrive under the command (air force)'.
apau eyńrc aeaad 1ydapłrc yHaH aMmlx'to get hurt running whiie being in hurry'.
opJłc upc3łt 6ańx 'to enter, to come in'.
So far there is limited research into either method of Mongoiian verb formation. This

is an attempt at initiating such research and it is hoped to trigger a surge in discussion
the problems described. More detailed descriptions are attached in the author's doctoral

this ańicle is an integral part.
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