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PENTTI AALTO — EDWARD TRYJARSKI

A Runic Tombstone Inscription Presumedly from Minusinsk

We have no clear evidence of the circumstances in which this stone was discov-
ered. One thing is, however, certain: it was an object of J.G. Grané s (18'82——
1956) interest and a photograph of the stone was found among scientific papers left
by the eminent Finnish scholar. We are greatly indebted to J. G. Gran&’ s daugh-
ter, Mrs. Siine Schauman for having put this photograph at our disposal. As far as
we know, it has never been published and it became the only authority for our edition.

At a point 65 km. south east from Minusinsk there was the colony Verhne Suetuk,
tounded in 1857 for deportees from Finland. J.G. Grando’s father, J. Grané
acted there as priest in favour of those deportees in 1885—91 and 190213, partially
living just in Verhne Suetuk. It is known that J. G. Grané started his expedition
of 1906 from Minusinsk, and lost his camera somewhat later when crossing the
Ha-Kem. It is probable, that the photograph in question might be taken during
the same expedition. It is also very possible that the stone might have belonged to
the celebrated Martyanov Museum in Minusinsk (Munycunckuit TocymaperBennnii
Myseit um. H. M. Mapranosa). This museum was founded in 1877 and in 1931
divided into ten departments such as: “Natural History”, “Archaeology”, “Handi-
craft” etc. As shown by the photograph, our stone was placed (maybe especially
for taking a photograph) in front of a wall made of bricks, some parts of which are
clearly visible (see Plates 1 and 2). It is to be noted that among the papers left by
J.G. Grand there are some other photographs taken, as it seems, at the same
place and representing fragments of a similar and most probably identical wall. Since
there have existed in Minusinsk one museum only and it was located in a building

made of red bricks, our guess is that all these photographs, that of our stone included,
had been taken in the courtyard of the same museum.?

Y Cf. Cubupexas Cosemcrxan Inyuxaonedus 111 (Moscow 1931), col. 462. The
importance of the Siberian collection found in this Museum is emphasized by R. F.
Martin, L’dge du bronze au musée de Minoussinsk, Stockholm 1893, p. 1.

* Cf. its photograph published in the above mentioned encyclopaedia, also
that taken by J. G. Grano, p. 37 below.
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Much to our regret, we do not know the actual fate of the stone. For this reason
we consider the publication of its photograph very important, as it may be the only
existing one.

On the other hand, we realize ‘tha‘t the importance of this text is rather modest
2s comnpared to great runic inscriptions. This is due, on one hand, to the fact that
the text itself is very short and that it belongs to a well known type of tomb 1nscrip-
tions, on the other, to its very bad state of preservation. As a matter, out of some

fortv signs one can be certain of few ones only.
The Mrfa: e of the stone locks very rough and the signs are rather scratched than
carved on it what makes reading much more difficult. Notwithstanding all our etforts

to deﬁﬂipher all zgﬂs (a series of copies in different light conditions and positive enlar-
sements up to 20 X 65 cm. as well) the yesult is not quite satistactory. 'The principal
difficulty consists in eliminating numerous additional lines and dashes which pro-
bably belong to main Sig 15 in rare cases only. It is also to be noticed that even undoubt-
ful outlines of the letters are on the qumgmph in two %hadwﬁ viz. grey and black
what might be the result of a direction and inclination ot the tool.

Black spots scattered all over the surface do not show, as it might seem, the state
of the deteriorated stone but are holes in the negative. The letters run in twe curved
lincs starting from a presumable top of the stone to its centre. In the lower part of
the stone no signs are visible. It is possible therefore that the stone was primarily
placed in a standing position and that this part was wedged in the ground.

There is no doubt that we have to do with an epitaph. This is corroborated before
21i by some typical words generally used in earlier known inscriptions of the kind.”

Untidy writing (and perhaps consequently also a lower social rank of a dead
person) is shown not only by different size of the letters and their capricious arrange-
ment, but also by omitting colons which seem toc be never used here.

I:i!f:l

Transiiteration
Tine 1 “bask’ #27?. #2..60% d.8att.draim ®viildim
Line 2 & %dimim @b? idimiz wmila dim a..1
Transiation

Line 1 ... I separated (from) ...

Line 2 ... my heroic bravery, house, our elder brother (or: interior ’)

—rr

- ——— = —— i ——

S Cf. E.C. MaiuxoB, Emucelickana nucbieHHOCHb HIOPKOS, .I\mcxma————-ﬂeﬁﬁﬂrpag
1952. E. C. Malov published two inscriptions from Minusinsk Museum 1n
“Sapik w mpimnenne’’, VI—VIIL, pp. 259 ff. Three tombstone runic inscriptions
from the same collection were 1aLeiy published by M. M. Hacumnos, O nexo-
mopuix namamuuxax Murnycuncko:o myszes, “Hapoppr Asuu u AQpuKy’, 6, 1963, p

124—129.
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