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Abstract. This article presents an overview of published and unpublished Byzantine and post-Byz-
antine hymnographic texts dedicated to Saint Constantine, founder of Constantinople and first
Byzantine emperor, and his mother Saint Helena. Specifically, we cite and comment upon some
indicative passages primarily found in canons of the Matins, which refer to historical events from
the lives of the saints and attribute to them, especially to Saint Constantine, virtues such as justice,
piety, wisdom, and the defense of the true faith. These qualities are directly associated with the
imperial political ideology as this was shaped principally by Eusebius of Caesarea in his works
Life of Constantine and Tricennial Oration.
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Introduction

yzantine hymnography constitutes the richest branch of Byzantine literature.

However, as is known, little of this wealth has been included in the printed
editions of the liturgical books of the Orthodox Church. The detection, study and
dissemination of these texts is both a desideratum and a challenge for the disci-
pline of philology.

The hymnographic compositions in honor of Saints Constantine and Helena,
prominent figures of Christianity and Byzantium, have been researched by a num-
ber of scholars in the past. Yet, in the current Menaion of May only one canon
for their feast is encountered, although manuscripts contain several more. Some

* An abridged version of this article was presented at the 10™ Meeting of Greek Byzantinologists
(Toannina, 27-30 November 2019).
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of these canons have already been discovered, but the majority of them have not
been examined and remain unpublished.

The content of these texts has been clearly influenced by the imperial ideology
as this was shaped by the historical works of Eusebius of Caesarea, who was the first
to formulate the basic principles of the Byzantine imperial ideology. These princi-
ples influenced not only the hymnography for Saints Constantine and Helena but
also the much broader hagiological literature related to them. The imperial mon-
archy is projected in parallel to the heavenly hierarchy. The emperor is pictured as
the chosen of God and at the same time as the protector of the Church. Frequent
references are also made to the vision of the Cross, the founding of Constantino-
ple and the observance and defense of the dogma against heresies and idolatry.
Among other virtues, the piety of Saint Constantine is especially emphasized since
it comprises a crucial characteristic of the imperial political ideology.

Published and unpublished canons

The feast of sovereigns and Equal-to-apostles Constantine and Helena is celebrated
on 21 May". In the Eastern version of Christian iconography, the saints are depict-
ed together holding the Holy Cross between them. The Menaion of May contains
a full service for their commemoration?, which includes only one canon in the
Matins®. Nevertheless, almost since the beginning of the 20* century, research-
ers have detected in manuscripts numerous other hymnographic texts (canons,
stichera, kontakia, kathismata, etc.). Most of these compositions are anonymous
and are found in Parisian, Sinaitic and Athonian manuscripts as well as in codices

' Synaxarium Ecclesiae Constantinopolitanae. E codice Sirmondiano nunc Berolinensi. Adiectis
synaxariis selectis, ed. H. DELEHAYE, Bruxellis 1902 [= SCP], col. 697-700; M.1. TEAEQN, Bvlavti-
vov EoptoAbyiov. Mvijuar T@v &mo 100 A” uéypt 1@v péowv 100 IE" aidvos éopralopévwv dyiwv év
Kwvotavrtivovmoder, Kwvotavtivodmolig 1899, p. 106-107, 319; Z. EYSTPATIAAOY, AyioAdyrov TG
OpBodééov Exxnoiag, ABrva 1995, p. 266-267; ODB, s.v. Constantine I the Great, p. 499-500,
s.v. Helena, p. 909; ].W. DRyVERS, Helena Augusta, the Cross and the Myth: Some New Reflections,
Mil 8, 2011, p. 128-145; C. MANGO, Iotopia Tov Bulavtiov, ABrjva 2006, p. 43-51. The literature
on Saints Constantine and Helena is quite extensive. Much of this literature (up to 2005) is cited in:
1. Pucct, Orientamenti bibliografici inerenti Costantino il Grande, Porph 2.4, 2005. A very important
work for Greek research is EY=EBIOz KAIZAPEIAS, Biog MeydAov Kwvotavtivov, praef., comm. B. Ka-
TZAPOz, trans. I.A. PANITHS, ®ecoahovikn 2011 (cetera: EYZEBIOT KAIZAPEIAZ, Biog), with rendition
into modern Greek and updated bibliography until 2011.

2 Mnuvaia 100 6Aov éviavtod, vol. V, 'Ev Pwurn 1888-1901 (cetera: MR), p. 134-145.

> On the emergence and characteristics of the canon, cf. ODB, s.v. Kanon, p. 1102; E. WELLESZ,
A History of Byzantine Music and Hymnography, Oxford 1961, p. 198-206; N.B. TQMAAAKHZ,
‘H Bvlavtive) dpuvoypagioa kai moinoig, ®eocalovikn 1993, p. 59-66; ©. AETOPAKHE, Buvlavtivy
Yuvoypagia, HpdxAewo 1997, p. 69; A.2. KOPAKIAHE, Buavtive) Yuvoypagpia, vol. II, ABrva 2006,
p. 151-153; IL.N. TPEMIEAAS, Exdoyn EAAnvikiic OpBoddéov Yuvoypagiag, ABfjvau 2007, p. 45-53.
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of the Patriarchates of Alexandria and Sofia. Apart from these unpublished poetic
texts, variations may also be noted in the rest of the hymnography of this feast.

A part of this material has already been published and annotated. For the pur-
poses of this article, we investigated additional manuscripts, different from the
ones used by previous scholars. Those codices include newer texts or reflect a tex-
tual tradition distinct from that of the codices published. Here is a brief outline
of the manuscripts and printed editions consulted:

In 1913, S. Gassisi published kathismata, oikoi, stichera and two (2) canons,
all accompanied by short critical notes. For his own edition he used the printed
editions of the Roman and Venetian Menaia, Anthologies of the 16™ and 18" cen-
turies, the edition of hymnographic texts of ].B. Pitra and manuscripts found in
the libraries of Cryptoferra and the Vatican®.

Later on, S. Eustratiades provides in his AyioAdyiov 176 OpBoddéov ExxAnoiag
some brief information about some hymnographic texts that were still unpublished
in his time, while in the Taueiov ExkAnoiaotixiic IToijoews (1951) he presents the
beginnings (initia) of troparia and canons’.

In 1993, A. Luzzi in an extensive article deals with hagiological issues, charac-
teristics and attributes concerning the two saints, he comments on editorial issues
regarding the texts cited by S. Gassisi and S. Eustratiades and he supplements the
catalogue of hymnographic texts®.

In 1996, E. Papailiopoulou-Photopoulou records four (4) unpublished canons’.
D. Stratigopoulos completes Papailiopoulou-Photopoulou’s catalogue of manu-
scripts in an article he authored in 2006, adding a canon for the saints composed
by Nikolaos Malaxos®. This canon, accompanied by critical notes, an Italian trans-
lation and relevant commentary, was published by A. Luzzi in 2010°.

*S. Gassisy, Innologia Graeca in onore dei SS. Constantino ed Elena, ReO 6, 1913, p. 56-85. For
a critique of the edition of S. Gassisi, cf. A. Luzzi, II dies festus di Constantin il Grande e di sua
madre Elena nei libri liturgici della Chiesa Greca, [in:] Constantin oil Grande dall’ antichita all Uma-
nesimo. Colloquio sul cristianesimo nel mondo antico, ed. G. BONAMENTE, E. Fusco, Macerata 1993,
p. 593-594. One of those two canons is the canon included in the Menaion of May and was repub-
lished by S. Gassisi.

> 2. EYSTPATIAAOY, Aptodéytov..., p. 266-267 (the author mentions codices Parisinus gr. 1566
and Q 111 of Great Lavra, Mount Athos); IDEM, Tapeiov ExxAnoiaotikiis Ioijoews, E® 50, 1951,
p. 154-155.

¢ A.Luzzi, Il dies..., p. 585-643. He cites only the beginnings of the troparia by referencing Initia
Hymnorum Ecclesiae Graecae by H. Follieri and the printed editions of Vouteris.

7 E. TTAIAHAIONOYAOY-®QTONOYAOY, Taueiov &vekSoTwy dopatik@v kavévwv, seu Analecta
Hymnica Graeca e codicibus eruta Orientis Christiani, Kavove¢ Myvaiwv, ABfjvau 1996, p. 202.

8 A. ZTPATHIONOYAOS, Oi dyior Kwvotavtivog kai ‘EAévny ativ Yuvoypagia, [in:] Ni§ and Byzant-
ium. Fifth symposium, Nis, 3.=5. June 2006, ed. M. RAKOC1JA, Ni§ 2007, p. 47-54.

°® A. Luzzi, Il canone di Nicola Malaxos per gli imperatori Constantino ed Elena, [in:] “Alle gentili
arti ammaestra”. Studi in Onore di Alkistis Proiou, ed. A. ARMATI, M. CERASOLI, Chr. Luciant, Roma
2010 [= TSB-N, 18], p. 257-291.
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A detailed description of the data on the Matins canons that we obtained from
the literature mentioned above and from our personal study of the manuscripts
is as follows':

1. A canon in the Plagal Fourth Mode beginning with “Move ¢movpdvie Pact-
Aed”, and with “Yypav Stodevoag” as the heirmos of the first ode. This canon
appears as anonymous in the printed Menaia of May (of Rome, Venice and
Apostoliki Diakonia). The heirmoi of the odes belong to various poets (John
the Monk, Kosmas, Germanus). The canon is attributed by some scholars to
Theophanes Graptus''. The same canon along with other hymnographic texts
in honor of the two saints is contained in both editions of G. Vouteris (1899
and 1917)".

2. A canonin the Second Mode, beginning with “Aebte, motol dnavteg, dveven-
unowuev’, and with “Aedte Aaoi” as the heirmos of the first ode. The heirmoi
belong to Kosmas and John. This canon is encountered in three (3) codices:

o Ina 15"-century manuscript of the Library of Paris (Par. gr. 344, ff. 71r-81r),
paper Anthology of the months March-August with the full services of
Vespers and Matins and the synaxarion of the saints after the sixth ode".
The canon appears as anonymous. This manuscript is mentioned by S. Eus-
tratiades and E. Papailiopoulou-Photopoulou'.

o+ Ina 14™-century manuscript of the Ecclesiastical, Historical and Archival
Institute of the Patriarchate of Bulgaria (EHAI gr. 384, ff. 326-332), paper
Menaion of the months March-May, originating from the collection of

' The study of the manuscripts was carried out by means of digital photographs. Codices Paris.
gr. 344, Paris. gr. 1566, Sinait. gr. 637 and Sinait. gr. 670 were accessed through the Pinakes digital
database, the codex of the Patriarchate of Alexandria through the Palacographic Archive of the Edu-
cational Foundation of the National Bank (Athens), the manuscripts of Great Lavra and Vatopedi
through the microfilm archive of the Patriarchal Foundation of Patriarchal Studies of the Vlatades
Monastery (Thessaloniki), the manuscript of Kafsokalyvia (Mount Athos) through photographs sent
to us by monk Patapius and the manuscript of Sofia through photographs sent to us by the Ecclesias-
tical, Historical and Archival Institute of the Bulgarian Patriarchate.

1 S. Gassisy, Innologia Graeca..., p. 76-80; A. Luzzi, Il dies..., p. 605-608 (the attribution of the
canon to Theophanes is doubtful); A. ZEPBOYAAKH, Ocopdvys 0 Ipantos, Biog kai’Epyo (unpub-
lished ThD Thesis, P¢é6vpvo 2002), p. 273.

12 ¥. EYSTPATIAAOY, Ay10A6yiov..., p. 267; A. ZTPATHIOIIOYAOS, Eviumes axolovbies ayiwv, ABnva
2007, p. 208-209.

® H. OMONT, Inventaire sommaire des manuscrits grecs de la Bibliothéque Nationale, vol. 11, Hildes-
heim-Zurich-New York 2000, p. 35; Synaxarium Ecclesiae Constantinopolitanae..., col. 697-700.

14 3. EYsTPATIAAOY, Tapeiov..., p. 155; E. TTanmaHatonoyaoy-®aronoyaoy, Taueiov..., p. 202,
num. 612.
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the monastery of Panagia Archangeliotissa in Xanthi (Greece). The canon
is attributed to John the Monk®.

o In an 18™-century manuscript of the Athonian monastery of Vatopedi
(Vatopediou 1667, ff. 180r-183r)'S, paper Menaion of May. The canon
appears as anonymous.

3. A canon in the Fourth Mode beginning with “Zot 1@ BaciAevovtt TOV alwvwy,
and with “Aloopai oot, Kopie, 0 @e6¢g pov” as the heirmos of the first ode. The
heirmoi belong to Germanus, Kosmas and John. The canon is found in five (5)
manuscripts and in some of them it is attributed to John'. S. Gassisi was the
first to publish it from codex Vaticanus Reginensis gr. 65'%. The remaining
four (4) manuscripts in which it is encountered are the following:

o A manuscript of the Patriarchate of Alexandria (Alex. Patr. 93, 75v-77v),
parchment Menaion of the months May-June". The vesperal office is also
included. The canon is attributed to John.

o A 14%-century manuscript of the library of Paris (Par. gr. 1566, ff. 64r-67v),
parchment Menaion of May-June®. The Vespers is also included in the
whole service.

o An 11"-12" century manuscript of the monastery of Saint Catherine of
Sinai (Sin. gr. 637, ff. 62v-66r), parchment Menaion of March-July?'. The
Vespers is included in the service.

> D. Gerov, Incipitarium for the Apparently Unedited Liturgical Canons, as Contained in the Greek
Manuscripts Kept in Bulgarian Libraries, BBGG 111, ser. 1, 2004, p. 98; A. XTPATHIOIIOYAOS, Oi &ytot
Kowvoravtivos kai EAévy..., p. 49; D. GETOV, A Catalogue of the Greek Manuscripts at the Ecclesiasti-
cal Historical and Archival Institute of the Patriarchate of Bulgaria, vol. II, Turnhout 2014, p. 89.

1o X.N. Kaaaz, T onueiopata 1@v yeipoypdpwy 17 Tepas Meyiotng Movijs Batomauidiov, Aylov
"Opog 2000, p. 297.

7" A. Luzz, 1l dies. ..., p. 604-605, where a hypothesis about the author is made.

'8S. Gassisl, Innologia Graeca..., p. 80-84. A. Luzzi relied on this edition for his commentary on
the troparia.

¥ T.A. MosXONAs, Iatprapyeiov Adeéavdpeiag. Katddoyor tijs Hatpiapyixiic BifAioBhxng, vol. 1,
Xepoypaga, AheEavdpera 1945, p. 91-92 (where no dating for the manuscript is given); E. IIAIIAH-
AIOTIOYAOY-DQTONOYAOY, Tapeiov. .., p. 202, num. 613. There is no reference to this particular man-
uscript in the study of N.II. TzoYMEPKAS, Tae fvlavriva yeipdypaga 16 Hatpiapyixiic BifAiobhxng
Alebavdpeiag, ED 85-86, 2014-2015, p. 297-332.

» H. OMoNT, Inventaire..., vol. II, p. 97; E. [TATAHAIONIOYAOY-DPQTONOYAOY, Taueiov..., p. 202,
num. 613.

2 K.W. CLARK, Checklist of Manuscripts in St. Catherine’ s Monastery, Mount Sinai, Washington
1952, p. 9; V. GARDTHAUSEN, Catalogus Codicum Graecorum Sinaiticorum, Oxonii 1886, p. 147;
E. [TATAHAIOTIOYAOY-PQTONIOYAOY, Tayeiov. .., p. 202, num. 613.
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o A 13™ century manuscript of the monastery of Saint Catherine of Sinai
(Sin. gr. 670, ff. 190v-210v), parchment codex containing services for
feasts of saints*’. The canon is attributed to John the Monk.

In the codex Sin. gr. 637, the text for the third and eighth odes is completely differ-
ent from the text found in the rest of the manuscripts, while in the fourth and fifth
odes only the last troparion differs. Finally, in the seventh and in the ninth ode half
of the troparia are different.

4. A canon in the Plagal Second Mode, beginning with “EE avaiwv xet\éwv kai
punap@v Serjoewv”, and with “0O¢ ¢v Ameipw nelevoag” as the heirmos of the
first ode. All the heirmoi belong to John. The canon forms the acrostichis
“Ektnyv 6énotv mpoadéxov, Kwvotavtive” This anonymous canon, which
apparently is part of an octaechon, is handed down in a 16™-century manu-
script of the Athonian Monastery of Great Lavra (Lavrae ® 32, ff. 321r-315r),
a paper Anthology containing services for all 12 months*. The service also
includes Vespers. We do not know whether this canon is a text of the Byz-
antine period surviving in a later manuscript or a product of post-Byzantine
hymnography. In this particular codex, the text has been copied rather clum-
sily, as it contains many noticeable errors, omissions of verses and metrical
deviations.

As regards the canons composed in the post-Byzantine period, the following
information is available:

5. A canon in the Second Mode, beginning with “ITavtokpatop Uyiote, Xplote,
Baothed aiwvie”, and with “Ev fuB® katéotpwoe moté” as the heirmos of the first
ode. The heirmoi belong to John the Monk and Kosmas. The canon forms the
acrostichis “IIlot@v dvaktwv Ty dmapxniv aivéow: 6 Maha&og ™. A. Luzzi
published that canon from a Marcian codex®.

2 K.W. CLARK, Checklist..., p. 9; A. XTPATHTONOYAOS, Oi &ytot Kwvotavtivog ki EAEvy..., p. 49.

# X, EYSTPATIAAHE — ZIIYPIAQN (AAYPEQTHE), KatdAoyos 1@v kwdikwy Tij¢ Meyiotns Aatpag T7¢ év
Ayiw Opet,'Ev Kavtafpuyia 1925 (= “Aylopettikny BipAioOnin” 2-3), p. 138; . EYSTPATIAAOY, Ayi-
o)Léytov..., p. 267; IDEM, Tapeiov..., p. 155; E. IIATAHAIOIIOYAOY-DQTOIOYAOY, Taueiov..., p. 202,
num. 615; A. ZTPATHIOIIOYAOE, Oi &ytor Kwvaravtivog ke ‘EAévn..., p. 50.

2 On the author Nikolaos Malaxos, who lived in the 16™ century, cf. A. 2TPATHrONOYAOS, O Niko-
Aaog Madaéos, Ipwtomamnds Navmhiov ke To ovyypagikd Tov épyo, @ecoalovikn 2008 [= BKM,
471, p. 98-125. The style of this specific canon is quite vivid and contains many references to the Old
Testament.

% A. Luzzy, Il canone..., p. 274-291; A. ZTPATHTOINIOYAOS, O NikéAdaog Madaéds..., p. 198; IDEM,
Oi &yror Kwvaravtivog ki ‘EAévy..., p. 50.
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6. A canon in the Plagal First Mode beginning with “O npoyvwotng ®edg, 0 €k
un évtov 16 mav’, and with “Te Zwtiipt @e®” as the heirmos of the first ode.
All the heirmoi belong to John the Monk, while the composer of the canon is
Cyril Lavriotes®. The canon is found:

o In a paper manuscript of the Monastery of Great Lavra, Mount Athos
(Lavrae Q) 111) dating from 1789. The initial information about it is pro-
vided by S. Eustratiades”. The manuscript comprises the autograph codex
of Cyril Lavriotes and contains prose and poetic works of the author. In this
codex, the canon is presented without theotokia. The canon in the form
in which it is included in Lavrae Q 111 was published in 1938 in the jour-
nal “Aytopertikn BiphioOnkn” (“Agioreitiké Bibliothékée”) with no mention
of the publisher’s name®.

o In a paper manuscript of the Skete of the Holy Trinity of Kafsokalyvia,
Mount Athos (Kafsokalyvion 171, ff. 446-450) dating from the year 1892,
an Anthology of services®. The beginning of this canon and the manu-
script of Kafsokalyvia, without its number, are mentioned in the catalogue
of E. Papailiopoulou-Photopoulou®. The later catalogue of manuscripts
compiled by the monk Patapius helped to detect the number of the man-
uscript, although this catalogue does not mention the name of the poet.
In the manuscript of Kafsokalyvia, the order of the troparia up until the
seventh ode is different from the order found in the autographic codex
Q 111 of Great Lavra. The theotokia in all the odes encountered in this
manuscript are the same as the ones in the canon of the Ascension.

7. A canon in the Plagal Second Mode beginning with “Ava§ avéaxtwv, ® Aoye
Yi¢ @eov”, and with “Qg &v Ameipw melevoag” as the heirmos of the first ode.
The heirmoi belong to John the Monk. In the canon there is an alphabetic

2% On Cyril Lavriotes, the Athonian learned hieromonk of the 18" century, who came from Mess-
enia and produced rich hymnographic work, cf. IIATATIIOY KAYSOKAAYBITOY, O dyropeityg Abyiog
Kvpiddog Aavprirtns xai 16 dvérdota Zvvabipia 100 Tprwdiov kai o0 Ievrnroatapiov. ZvuPoln ot
ueréty o0 Epyov Tov, TTI 844, 2012, p. 27-72; I1. TIAZXOE, Yuvoypagia xai Ouvoypdgor a1o Aylov
"Opog, [in:] Ayiov "Opog, Pvon-Aatpeia-Téxyvy, Hpaxtikd Zvvedpiwv eig T0 mAaioov T@v map&AAnAwy
éxdnrawoewy «@noavpoi 700 Ayiov Opove», vol. I, @ecoahovikn 2001, p. 212; N. AIBANOE, AOwvikés
Epevves kal &Bwviteg Adytor 016 B piod 100 19 kai Tic dpyés 00 20 aidver, [in:] T6 Ayiov Opog
o1 ypovia Tij¢ AmedevBépwans, @eooalovikn 2012, p. 214.

77 ¥. EYSTPATIAAHS — ZITYPIAQN (AAYPEQTHE), KatdAoyos. . ., p. 353; Z. EYSTPATIAAOY, AytoAdyiov...,
p. 267.

% “Aylopertikr) BipAoBnkn” 23-24, 1937-1938, p. 176-178.

¥ TIATATIOY KAYSOKAAYBITOY, KatdAoyog 1a@v yeipdypapwv kwdikwy 100 Kupiakod Ti¢ ZKHTHS
Ayiag Tpiddog Kavookadvfiwy, @eooalovikn 2005, p. 264, num. 25.

% E. ITATAHAIOTIOYAOY-®QTONOYAOY, Tayelov.. ., p. 202, num. 614. No mention of the manuscript
number is made in A. ETPATHIONIOYAOS, Oi dyior Kwvatavtivog ki ‘EAévy..., p. 50.
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acrostichis, while the initial letters of the theotokia form the name of Cyril
Lavriotes. The text is included in the autographic codex of the poet of the
Athonian monastery of Great Lavra (Lavrae Q2 111). The canon has been pub-
lished in the journal “Ayiopertikny BipAioOrikn™".

8. A canon in the First Mode beginning with “Avactdocewg fpépa Aapmpvoé-
vteg Xptotod’, and with “Avactdoewg nuépa” as the heirmos of the first ode.
This canon has been published in the “Aylopeitikny BipAoOrkn’, where it is
attributed to Theodore the Studite, without any reference to manuscripts®.
A reference to the same canon is found in the catalogue of manuscripts of the
Skete of Holy Trinity in Kafsokalyvia (Mount Athos), where the hieromonk
Theodoritus from Ioannina is mentioned as the poet*. Commentary on the
manuscripts and the canon may also be found in the work of monk Patapius
on Theodoritus*.

Historical events and hymnographic texts®

In all the existing hymnographic texts in honor of Saints Constantine and Helena,
historical events from their lives are commemorated. What follows is an indicative
reference to the most important ones, mainly from the texts that have not yet been
published:

o From the life of Constantine the Great

The vision of the sign of the Cross in the sky is quite frequently mentioned. Accord-
ing to Eusebius of Caesarea’®, this event was reported to him by Constantine the
Great himself”’”. To provide an indicative sample, we cite the following troparia:

31 “Aylopertikr) BiPAoOnkn” 23-24, 1937-1938, p. 178-182 (the publisher’s name is not specified).
32 “Aylopertikr) BipAoBnkn” 23-24, 1937-1938, p. 411-413.

3 TIATATIIOY KAYSOKAAYBITOY, KatdAoyog..., p. 218, num. 13.

** IDEM, ABwvikd Yuvayiodoyia Melethpata, O@cooalovikn 2014, p. 140-141, without any refer-
ence to the work published in “Aytopetticry BipAtoOrkn”.

% The use of asterisk (*) in the chapters III-IV indicates a change of verse and the use of v indicates
the addition of a syllable.

% For the life and work of Eusebius of Caesarea, cf. ODB, s.v. Eusebios of Caesarea, p. 751-752;
A. KAPIIOZHAOE, Bulavtivoi Iotopikoi kar Xpovoypagor, vol. I, ABrva 1997, p. 57-66.

%7 EuseBIUs CAESARIENSIS, Uber das Leben des Kaiser Konstantins, ed. . WINKELMANN, Berlin 1975
(revised ed. 1992) [= GCS, 1.1] (cetera: EUSEBIUS CAESARIENSIS), p. 30 “Apgi peonuppvag nhiov
dpag, f{8n Tig Huépag dmorAtvovong, avToig 6¢BaAuois ideiv £pn v adTd ovpavd Drepkeipevoy Tod
MOV OTAVPOD TPOTALOV €K PWTOG CUVIOTAUEVOV, YpaPnV Te avT® ovviBat Aéyovoav: ToOTw vika™
This vision has raised many questions in historical research: B. ®e1aAz, ExkAyoiaotixi Totopie, vol. 1,
ABfvat 2002, p. 322-326; J.N. BREMMER, The Vision of Constantine, [in:] Land of Dreams. Greek
and Latin Studies in Honour of A.H.M. Kessels, ed. A.-H.M.H. LArRDINOIS, M.G.M. VAN DER POEL,
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20, Pacthed, Oeiq EANNAppel TepwTioat * O yap Ztavpog O Tinog* 4otpodetktodpevog* éme-
@avn oot Aéywv *’Ev tovtw, Kovotavtive,* vika 1@ mhw éxBpovg™.

Similar content is also encountered in the exapostilarion:

ZTavpov TeTpacTepOQWTOV* év ovpavols tebéacar* Bedotente Kwvotavtive,* gwvig 8¢
Oeiag dkovoag* €v TovTw vika dnacact Tag TOV PapBapwv @alayyac®.

This vision, according to Eusebius, was the point of Constantine’s conversion to
Christianity*. The same view is reflected in the kathisma below:

Tag aioBroeig €xteivag mpog ovpavov* kal TV doTtpwv pavBavwv Ty kKaAAoviv* €k Tov-
TV pepdnoar* Tdv andviwv Tov Koplov* 100 Zravpod 8¢ 10 6mAov* év péow avéapye*
Slaypa@ov «&v ToOTw* vikav kal kpatdvesBam-* 80ev ThHg Yuxi¢ cov* énavoiag o Sppa*
T0 ypdppa dvéyvwkagt kai Tov Tpomov pepddnkag,* Kovotavtive mavoéBaote’!.

The defeat of his opponent, Maxentius, at the Tiber bridge in October 312 is
illustrated in the troparion:

‘H povn yépupa* @edg kai Koplog* ommvika ot eidev* év 1oig Setvoic,* tiig yepupag Eowae,*
Tov § €xBpov oov @ Pub®,* mapadidwot, Beoméoie®.

The founding of Constantinople in 324 is reminisced in the apolytikion for
the two saints and in many troparia of the canons®. For example:

V.J.C. HUNINK, Brill-Leiden-Boston 2006, p. 57-59; ]. W. DRIJVERS, The Power of the Cross. Celestial
Cross Appearances in the Fourth century, [in:] The Power of Religion in Late Antiquity, ed. A. CAIN,
N. Lenski, Farnham 2009, p. 239-243; EyseB1O= KAIZAPEIAS, Biog, p. 522-526, where older literature
is cited.

% Par. gr. 344, ff. 72v-73r; EHAI gr. 384, f. 326; Vatopediou 1667, f. 180r (Pacthedg in cd.).

¥ X. EYSTPATIAAOY, Tapeiov. .., p. 155.

4 EuseBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 81 “eikotwg 6 0ed¢ adtog EEvov TL Xpijpa mpootnadpevos & pit’
axof] yvwoBévta unt Syet mapadobévta 8t avtod katelpyaleto”. On his conversion, cf. J.N. BREM-
MER, The Vision..., p. 67-74; ].W. DRyVERS, The Power..., p. 240.

1 MR, YV, 141.

2 “Aylopertikn BipAobnkn” 23-24, 1937-1938, p. 179; EuseBIUs CAESARIENSIS, p. 35; on the asso-
ciation of Constantine the Great with Moses, cf. C. RApp, Imperial ideology in the making: Eusebius
of Caesarea on Constantine as ‘Bishop’, JTS 49.2, 1998, p. 685-695; EADEM, Old Testament Models for
Emperors in Early Byzantium, [in:] The Old Testament in Byzantium, ed. P. MAGDALINO, R. NELSON,
Washington 2010, p. 182-183.

# A. CAMERON, H Yotepy Pwuaixi Avtoxpatopio (284 AD-430 AD), ABrva 2000, p. 108-109;
L. KAPATIANNOIIOYAOS, To Bulavtivé Kpdtog, ®eooalovikn 2001, p. 68-70; E. TAYKATZH- APBEAEP,
H nohimik# i8eodoyia tn¢ fulavtiviic avtokpatopiag, ABrva 2007, p. 17-22; G. DAGRON, H yévvnon
wag mpwtevovons. H Kwvotavtivovmoly kot o1 Oeopoi tn¢ (330-451), ABrva 2009, p. 22-53.
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TTOAv Tepmviiv OV €k TepUATWY oLvEoTNoAG TV dANBdOG éntdhopov* kai BeomvpywTov,*
€v0a oi TOV Pwpaiwv* oknrrodyol kpatatodvrar* kal peyakbvovrout,

Constantine the Great is credited with the initiative to convene the First Ecu-
menical Council in Nicaea in 325, during which the Arian doctrine was con-
demned®. These events are noted in the following troparion:

"Bk 1@V TAG YiG Teoodpwv mepdtov, EvSoge,* 1) év Nikaigq 00vodoc* 1@ 0@ mpootaypatt
ovvnBpoiodn, mappaxap,* Apeiov kabehovoa* §oypa tO dBeov*.

and in the sticheron of the Lauds:

Méyag gwothp Eavétehag Tf exkAnoia Xpotod, Kovotavtive pakapte * St 6od yap
Apetog 6 mappiapog méntwke* kai dnedeixdn opBodoliog £xBpog * cuvodikwg yap TodToV
katéBadeg * 60ev aitoduév oe* 1@ Zwtipt mpéoPeve* LMEP NUOVY TioTEL TOV TEAOVVTWYV
GOVL* TV UVAUNY ofpepovy.

The contribution of Constantine the Great to the formation of the Creed has
also been decisive®. This fact is depicted in the troparion:

o0 pakapia 1) pviun,* Omepévdote dvag,* v maon yeved kal yeved * ob ydp QUTOV Kate-
QUTEVOACY &Ml VTG KAPTIOPOPOV* EKTPEPWY ToD Kupiov TOv Aadv* v 0pBddotov mioTty, 1O
g Tptadog ovpuPorov¥®.

Hymnographic texts often refer to the demolition of pagan temples and altars®
and the construction of Christian churches®. As an example, we cite the following
troparion:

Naovg kal Popods* T@V eidOAWV KATAOTPEYAG, TTApHAKAPLOTE Y vaovg Kupiw @rodopunoac*
Kai TOV ayiwvy ta Aeiyava* To0To1G e0oefds EvaméBov* kal Tavedewe dvékpaleg ™ edloyn-
106 €l 6 Oedg O TOV TATEPWV UV,

4 Par. gr. 344, f. 73r; EHAI gr. 384, f. 326; Vatopediou 1667, f. 180r.

4> EuseEBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 83-85; B. DE1aAz, ExxAnoiaotiks Totopic. .., p. 413-469.

¢ Par. gr. 344, f. 73r; EHAI gr. 384, f. 326 (t@v tecodpwv TA¢ yij¢ in cd); Vatopediou 1667, f. 180r
(oxnmtpodyot in cd.).

Y7 S. Gassisy, Innologia Graeca..., p. 71.

8 B. OE1AAY, ExxAnowaotiki Totopia. .., p. 464.

% Par. gr. 344, f. 79v; EHAI gr. 384, f. 332; Vatopediou 1667, f. 182r.

*» EuseBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 96, 106-110, 111.

>! EUSEBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 66-67, 101-102, 104-105; G. DAGRON, H yévvnon..., p. 442-457.

52 Par. gr. 344, f. 78v; EHAI gr. 384, . 330; Vatopediou 1667, f. 182r.
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In a canon, it is mentioned that Saint Constantine had placed one of the nails
used to crucify Christ in the bridle of his horse:

20 XaA VOV TIPOQNTIKDG* TOV TOD (MO KATETKEVATAG, TTApUAKAP,* €K TV TipiwV HAWV* TV
gumapevtwy Xepoiv* ayiatg Xplotod 100 @eod U@V Kai TovTo SAov ebpeg* kat exOpdv
&v ToAEpOLG™.

This event is mentioned by historians Socrates Scholasticus, Theodoret of Cyrus
and Sozomen and is correlated with prophet Zechariah of the Old Testament™.

There are many references to the baptism of Saint Constantine®. However,
in the hymnographic texts the name of the person who baptized him, Sylvester, is
mentioned only in two instances®. A canon reads:

Naog yevopevog @eod* T Beoyevesia* <vvdvvdL>* 10D ZINBéoTPOL PATTIOND* Kl TOV
eldwhwv Pwpodc* kataotpéyag,* dvag Kwvotavtive cogé”.

o From the life of Saint Helena

« e 1

Saint Helena®, the Equal-to-apostles®, “f} mavdyaotog 6viwg Bacikiocoa” and
“evepyétig mot@v’®, led a virtuous life. In the hymnographic texts, her name is

> Par. gr. 344, f. 79r.

> SOCRATES SCHOLASTICUS, Historia Ecclesiastica, 1, 17, ed. P. MARAVAL, P. PERICHON, Paris 2004~
2007 [= SC, 67]; THEODORET, Kirchengeschichte, 64, 21, ed. L. PARMENTIER, F. SCHEIDWEILER, Berlin
1954 [= GCS, 44]; SozoMENUS, Kirchengeschichte, 11, 1, 9, ed. . BIDEz, G.C. HANSEN, Berlin 1960
[= GCS, 50]; Zach 14: 20 — Septuaginta, ed. A. RAHLFs, R. HANHART, Stuttgart 2006; J.W. DRIJVERS,
Helena Augusta. .., p. 152. This information is also mentioned in the synaxarion of the 14" Septem-
ber, cf. Synaxarium Ecclesiae Constantinopolitanae..., col. 45. On the hypothesis that the nails were
added to the crown of the statue of Constantine the Great standing on the red Porphyry column
of Constantinople, cf. EYseBIOx KAIZAPEIAZ, Biog, p. 600.

> A. Luzzy, Il canone..., p. 278.

% S.N.C. Lieu, D. MONTSERRAT, From Constantine to Julian. Pagan and Byzantine Views, London-
New York 1996, p. 26-28; A. KAZHDAN, A History of Byzantine History (650-850), vol. I, Athens 1999,
p- 131.

7 Lavrae © 32, f. 313r. A reference to Sylvester is also found in a sticheron of the Vespers, cf. MR,
V, 135.

8 Quite comprehensive information about the life, activity and personal characteristics of the saint
is contained in E. AMoIp1A0Y, QPAafia Iovdiew EAévy ko M. Kwvotavtivog: To moptpeito piag Mnté-
pag, Xpiotiavhs kot Popaiog Avyodorag, [in:] O Méyag Kwvotavtivog keu 1 emoyn Tov. 1700 ypovia
ano 1o Siktaypa Twv Medioddvwy, @eooahovikn 2020 (forthcoming).

% Kafsokalyvion 171, f. 447.

% A.Luzzy, Il canone..., p. 282.
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primarily associated with the discovery of the Holy Cross, the spear and the nails®..
A troparion reads:

0 avedeixOne v kOopw* Kapmo@opog éAaia,* EAévn, ékPAacthoaca Hiv* Taoty T0 oG Kal
10 £é\e0g,* TOV ZTawpov Tod Kvpiov,* v Aoyxnv kai Todg fjAovg, kai Ty ofv* drepOadpia-
OTOV pviunVv* TehodvTeG €0pTdlopeve.

According to Eusebius, she rebuilt ruined churches in the Holy Land®. In the
Menaion of May, we find the troparion:

Q¢ Bavpaotog 6 ToBog cov* kai 6 TpOTog cov £vBeog,* Evdoke EAEvn,* yuvaik@y To kadyn-
o ¥ Tovg TOToVG yap 9Bdoaca,* Tovg & oentd mabnpatat drode§apévovg Tod AeomdTov
TOV OAwV,* vaoig mepikalléot* katekoopels fowoa ™ Aaodg bmepvyodte XploTov eig Tovg
ai@vag®.

Eusebius mentions that Constantine the Great converted his mother to Christi-
anity, but in a troparion of the canon of Cyril Lavriotes the reverse idea is expressed:

TpwBeioa tfj dyann tod Kriotov cov* tavty kai toOv viov peteppbbuioags,* EAévn Oeia,
KOoUOTOONTES.

Political ideology and hymnographic texts

Although no Byzantine texts containing systematized views on the characteris-
tics of the emperor have been handed down to us, we can locate and derive rel-
evant information from other genres, such as the mirrors for princes, ceremo-
nial speeches, preambles to laws, hagiological and historical texts®. In the same

" On the depiction of the discovery of the Holy Cross by Saint Helena in modern literature,
cf. J.W. DRyVERS, Helena Augusta..., p. 149-150, 167.

62 Par. gr. 344, f. 80r; EHAI gr. 384, f. 332; Vatopediou 1667, f. 183r.

 EuseBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 101.

% MR, V, 143; A. Luzzi, Il canone..., p. 284.

& Lavrae O 32, f. 447; EUSEBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 103 “obtw pév adtiv Oeooefi kataotioavta ovk
ovoav mpdTtepov”; J.N. BREMMER, The Vision..., p. 69; ].W. DRUVERS, Helena Augusta. .., p. 135.

¢ The literature on the hagiological texts referring to Saints Constantine and Helena is quite ex-
tensive. Particularly important are the biographies composed in the Byzantine period. The division
of these biographies into five groups is very informative and useful to the researcher, cf. S.N.C. LiEu,
D. MONTSERRAT, From Constantine..., p. 97-105; N. LENsk1, The Cambridge Companion to the Age of
Constantine, Cambridge 2012, p. 306-307. Cf. also (indicatively) A. KazHDAN, “Constantin Imagi-
naire”. Byzantine Legends of the Ninth century about Constantine the Great, B 57, 1987, p. 196-250;
IDEM, Literature..., p. 127-136; X. IIaxXAAIAHE, O i8eddn¢ avtokphropas. O Méyag Kwvoravtivog
ot peooPvlavtiviy dyodoyiks] ypaupateia xal moltixs ideodoyia, [in:] Nis and Byzantium. Fifth. ..,
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perspective we might also consider hymnographic production, which has been
a popular research subject in recent years®’.

These characterizations do not appear for the first time in hymnographic texts.
Many of those virtues were attributed to the two saints as early as the 4™ century,
mainly by Eusebius, while others relate to the political ideology of Byzantium®.
Eusebius, principally through his two works Life of Constantine and Tricenni-
al Oration, was the founder of the political theology of the Church, adding the
Christian teachings to the concepts that had existed since the ancient classical and
Hellenistic times®.

By studying the contents of the relevant hymnographic texts, one can clearly
identify the images, traits and qualities of the two saints.

God crowned Saint Constantine as emperor and granted him the imperial
authority. These views are present in many hymns. As an example, we cite the
following troparion:

‘Enéyvwg tov d@baptov Pacthéa* Tov ta éniyela okintpa* i) of] SeSwkdta Xepl* kal yéyo-
vag vmkoog* Bepdnwv, Kwvotavtive, Xplotod?”.

p. 39-49; E. KOYNTOYPA-TAAAKH, O Méyas Kwvotavtivog 1o ayiodoyiké épyo tov KwvotavTi-
vouv Axpomodity: Ideodoyikés emavaliyers kot véeg mpooeyyioels, [in:] Aureus. Apiepwuaticog Tépog
otov kaBnynty Evdyy. Xpvoo, ed. T. Koaalas, K. ITITzAKHS, K. ZYNEAAH, ABrjva 2014, p. 679-704;
T. PraTscH, Konstantin der Grofe in der mittelbyzantinischen Zeit, [in:] Prosopon Rhomaikon. Er-
ganzende Studien zur Prosopographie der mittelbyzantinischen Zeit, ed. A. BEITHAMMER, B. KrRO-
NUNG, C. Lubwig, Berlin-Boston 2017, p. 65-83. More information about the field of historio-
graphy cf. (indicatively) A. MarkopouLOs, Constantine the Great in Macedonian Historiography:
Models and Approaches, [in:] New Constantines. The Rhythm of Imperial Renewal in Byzantium,
4"-13™ centuries, ed. P. MAGDALINO, Aldershot 1994, p. 159-179. On the issue of the preambles
to laws, cf. G. PAPAGIANNIS, M. TZIATZI-PAPAGIANNI, V.-A. KoLL1AS, A. NIKOLAOU, Observations
on the Portrayal of the Ruler in the Novels of Leo VI, SCer 11, 2021, p. 348-349.

7 1. KAPATTANNOIIOYAOS, To fulavtivé..., p. 287, 289; A. SpaNos, Political Approaches to Byzan-
tine Liturgical Texts, [in:] Approaches to the Text. From Pre-Gospel to Post-Baroque, ed. R. ERIKSEN,
P. Goung, Pisa-Rome 2014, p. 64, 79-81; A. Luzzy, Il dies..., p. 629-634; A. ZTPATHIOIIOYAOS,
Oi &ytor Kwvotavtivog kai EAévn..., p. 47-49.

% H.G. BEck, H vavrivij yrhietior, ABfva 2000, p. 105; E. TAYKATZH- APBEAEP, H mo\itik#j i6eo)o-
pia..., p. 21-22.

¥ T.D. BARNES, Constantine and Eusebius, Cambridge, Massachusetts 1981, p. 261-271; H. HUNGER,
Bulavtivip Aoyoteyvia. H A6y xoouixt) ypaupateio 1@v Bulavtivdv, vol. I, ABfva 1991, p. 134;
S.N.C. Lieu, D. MONTSERRAT, From Constantine..., p. 97-99; C. Rapp, Imperial Ideology...,
p. 685-695; EADEM, Old Testament Models..., p. 182; B. ®E1aAz, ExkAnoiaotixi] Totopia..., p. 3265
K.A.Z. TTAiAAS, H Qepatich Twv folavtivoy «Katémtpwy nyeudvos» ¢ mpawuns Ko yéons meptédov
(398-1085), ABriva 2017, p. 298; for a different perspective, cf. A. KALDELLIS, The Byzantine Repub-
lic. People and Power in New Rome, Cambridge, Massachusetts—London 2015, p. 167-168; IT. A@ANA-
SIAAH, H dvodog 116 povodoliag atny Yorepn Apyarétnta, ABrva 2018, p. 115-122.

70 Alex. Patr. 93, f. 75v (Bepdmov in cod.); Par. gr. 1566, f. 64r (Anéyvwg in cd); Sin. gr. 637, f. 62v
(mot@tarte (sic) Oepamov Xptotod in cod.); Sin. gr. 670, f. 190v (Bepamov in cd.).
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and the exapostilarion:

Ovk ¢E avBpaonwv eiAnge 10 Pacilelov kpdtog* AN ¢k T Oeiag xdpitog Kwvotavtivog
0 péyac* oy Tf] unTpt ovpavolev...”!

His reign is characterized by the principles of justice, gentleness and sympathy:

Tnv Bactheiav oov évEoEwe katekdounoe® Stkatoavvn kal TpadTng kai cvunddeia* dOpHodo-
Ela Adpmovoav,* 80ev aiwvifet i pvipn cov™.

and

‘O moppupida évBéwg* TNy cuunddetav <v> otoAodelc* kai 0 Yhapdda {TNv} kaAAioTnv* TV
npadTNTa <kata>kooundeig,* Pactheds 6 Belog,* vuvel 6 Kwvotavtivog* {tov} Xplotov eig
TOVG aidvag’.

He is full of sympathy, love and compassion, traits that are also mentioned
in the troparion:

Q¢ mopeupida, Evooke,* oToAobElG TV edpévelav* kol domep YAapvda* Ty KaAny cuund-
Betav* oTEQAVY KeKOTUNTA* TOV ApeT®V TeAeiw vOT* kol peTateBeig dmd TG YG ig Td dvw*
Baoilela kpavyaleig ™ Tepeig evhoyeite, Aadg dmepuyodte® Xplotov eig Tovg aidvag’™.

Saint Constantine abandoned the patriarchal fallacy, a fact that is mentioned
numerous times in hymnography. Quite typical is the troparion cited below:

To gwti EAap@Beic* ToD {wn@dpov Ztavpod* eidwAwv TAGvNY Tdoav <kat>eMmect Kai
OV XpLotov mdvtwy Oedv dvta mpoékpvag <vv>* 810 kai dedofacar* O avToD, TAVooPe™.

He was a victor and conqueror with the help of faith and the Cross. Hymnog-
rapher Nikolaos Malaxos writes:

Niknoag ex0pav* mapatalets, pdxap, St MioTew* GLVETTHOW TPOTALA® KATd ACONTOV Kal
VOOuEVwY Te* Suopevdy éamepiolt 8t dpgoiv Bavpalopevog™.

I MR, V, 144.

72 Alex. Patr. 93 f. 76; Par. gr. 1566, f. 66r; Sin. gr. 637, f. 64r; Sin. gr. 670, f. 197v-198r.

73 Lavrae Q 111, f. 184r.

7 MR, V, 143.

7> Lavrae Q 111, f. 183r; on the same issue, cf. also MR, V, 144 “O Paocthedwv Tfig kTioewg...”; EUSE-
BIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 29 “10Vv 8¢ atp@ov Tidv povov @eto Seiv @eov’; B. OE1aAz, ExkAnoiaotik
Totopix..., p. 321.

7 A. Luzzi, I canone..., p. 280.
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In another canon we read:

‘O méat v viknv S Zravpod cov* katda PapBdpwy mapacxwvt 1@ od Kwvotavtive*
avTog T@ BactAel UAVY kai T vV €mkovpnoov”’.

He subdued his passions and had pious thoughts™. These qualities are also
displayed in the troparion:

OeooTente,* e00ePel Aoylopud kuPepvwpevog* kai avdpeing® T@v mabdv avtokpdtwp yevo-
Hevog* év Sucatoabvn’* TOV Aadv tod Oeod xvPépvnoag’.

Both he and his mother, Saint Helena, despised the pleasures of the world:

Koopiovg maoag tag ndovdg,* kainep Pactieig Tov émi yig,* 6Awg éAoyiocacbe dytot,* Kwv-
otavTive pdkap 0o@e,* EXévn oemtn),* 810 énading det dydAAecOe™.

He was admitted to the heavenly kingdom because he reigned in piety, based
on the laws of the State, and was subject to God®'. He acquired the confidence
(parrhesia) to intercede to God, while his tomb works miracles®. These attributes
are expressed in the troparia cited below:

Evoefic Bacthevoagt kai évvopwg iBvvac* Aadv tov dmroov* d¢ Oe@ Orkoog,* Bacthei-
ag obpavdv* katn&lwdng, faocthed Bedotemte®.

and

‘H éxxAnoia & o&* dvdpayabnpata Pod, #voke * 1} bd cod* kauvioeioa TOMGY Bavpdtwy
& TepTVaL* 1) Adpvag oov Ppoet* mnyiv T@v ldoewv.

77 Alex. Patr. 93, f. 75v; Par. gr. 1566, f. 65r; Sin. gr. 637, f. 63v; on the same issue, cf. MR, V, 134;
on the characterization of the enemies as “barbarians’, cf. A. Spanos, Political Approaches...,
p. 67-68; on the connection of the Cross with hymnography, especially that of 14 September,
cf. ibidem, p. 69-72.

8 EvzEBIOx KAIzAPEIAY, Ei¢ Kwvotavtivov T0v Baoidéa Tpiakovraetnpikds, ed. I. HEIKEL, Leipzig
1902 (cetera: Tricennial Oration), p. 204 “VikntNG ETOHWS O TV VIKNY TOV KatamaAaovtwy Ovntov
yévog mab@v dpapevog” and passim; K.A.X. T1AiaAz, H Oepatiky..., p. 183-184.

7% Alex. Patr. 93, f. 76v; Par. gr. 1566, f. 66r; Sin. gr. 637, f. 64v; Sin. gr. 670, f. 199v.

80 “Ayloperticr) BipAioOrkn” 23-24, 1937-1938, p. 179.

8 MR, V, 139.

82 On the fact that Saint Constantine constructed his tomb in advance in the church of the Holy
Apostles, cf. EUSEBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 144-145. On the church of the Holy Apostles in Constan-
tinople, cf. G. DAGRON, H yévvnor..., p. 457-466; I.A. TIANATIQTOIOYAOE, OikoSopwvtag 1) véa
uovapyia, [in:] The Church in the Age of the Holy Emperor Constantine the Great. Ipaxtik AieBvoig
Emotnuovikod Xvvedpiov, BeArypadt 2013, p. 106-108.

8 Sin. gr. 637, f. 66r.

8 Par. gr. 344, f. 74v; EHAI gr. 384, f. 328.
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St. Constantine is often compared to figures of the Old Testament. In a tropar-
ion from the canon of Nikolaos Malaxos we read:

Anavtov kekAfpwoa* dwaiwv td xapiopata ™ Mwboéwg T0 Mpdov* Tag dploTeiag Te*
‘Inood Nawij, Tod Aavid 8&* 10 kpatatdy,* HAod tov (flov* t@v domdv dyiwv te* tov Bep-
Hov mpog Xplotov Epwta®.

The parallelism to Moses is particularly emphasized in the reference to the
appearance of the Cross. A sticheron of the Vespers reads:

Kopte,* domep 1@ Mwof) gavepwbeig 6 Ztavpog oov* mpoetvmov 8¢ Ty dAnBetav* tpomod-
peva ta EQvn*.. .5

The strong and gentle spirit of David and the wisdom and prudence of Solo-
mon also constitute characteristics of Saint Constantine. At Vespers there is again
a relevant troparion:

"Edwkag, thavBpwre,* 1¢) e0oeBel cov BepdmovTr ZoAopdVTOG TNV @povnoy,* Aavid thv
npadTTat Kol TOV Aooto wv ThHv dpBodofiav..."

Among the figures of the New Testament, a parallelism between Saint Constan-
tine and Paul the Apostle is drawn®. Several times the saint is called Equal-to-apos-
tles and successor of the Apostles®. The vision of the Cross was seen as a direct
divine call, following Paul’s case, and this is directly mentioned in the apolytikion:

Tod Ztavpod gov TOV TOTOV* €v 0Dpavd Beacdpevoc® kai g 6 ITadlog THV KARoV* ovk £§
avBpwmwv Sefapevog*t 6 ¢v Pactledoty AtooTtoldg cov, Kopie,* Baothevovoav moAy T
Xepi oov mapédeto...”

8 A.Luzzi, Il canone..., p. 288, where the saint is also compared to Abraham.

8 T.II. @EMEAHS, To unvaia &mo To0 11° uéxpi o0 13% aiwvog, E® 30, 1931, p. 533; C. RaPp, Impe-
rial Ideology..., p. 694-695; EADEM, Old Testament Models..., p. 182-183.

8 MR, V, 134; G. DAGRON, Emperor and Priest. The Imperial Office in Byzantium, Cambridge 2003
[= PP.P], p. 48-50.

8 MR, YV, 141 “Odpavobev wg ITadlov oe* malat ocaynvedel Xptotog 6 Koprog...”.

% Kafsokalyvion 171, f. 447; Par. gr. 344, f. 78v; EHAI gr. 384, f. 330; Alex. Patr. 93, f. 76v; Par.
gr. 1566, f. 66v; EYsEBIOS KAISAPEIAY, Biog, p. 646; G. DAGRON, Emperor..., p. 135-143; B. QEIAAS,
’EKK/\qazoconmy' Totopia..., p. 327; O. GORDON, Constantine the Great - O Ioamdorolrog, 11C 10, 2013,
p. 60-61; H. DRAKE, The Emperor as a “Man of God”: the Impact of Constantine the Great’s. Con-
version on Roman Ideas of Kingship, Hi (Sao Paolo) 35, 2016, p. 5-8; A. Luzzi, Da év Paciletor
&mooTodog o ioamdoTodog tout court. Note sull’ epiteto isapostolos e sulla sua originaria associazione
al nome dell’ imperatore Costantino il Grande, [in:] “ Avatody xai §V0ig”. Studi in Memoria di Filippo
Burgarella, ed. G. STRANO, C. TORRE, Roma 2020 [= TSB-N, 21], p. 255, 267-275.

% MR, V, 139; A. Luzz1, Da év Bacidetor &rméororos..., p. 272.
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and in a troparion of the canon composed by Nikolaos Malaxos:

Apiotwg Stampénovta* ot 6pdv O Voo &v Beapéatolg mpdgeoty,* ovpavobev wg ITadlov
KEKANKe* SU A0 TEPWY OTAVPOV GOL TTPOSEIKVOEVOG.

Furthermore, in a sticheron of the Vespers, St. Constantine is characterized
as priest and king:

...1epeng Te XpLobeic kai Pactheve* Edaiw éothpi€ag T éxkAnoiav Tod Ogod. ..

He is an earthly angel and at the same time a heavenly man, a temple of the
Holy Spirit. In the third ode of the canon contained in the manuscript ® 32
of Great Lavra monastery, we read:

Naog yeyévnoar* tod Beiov ITvevparog,* Kwvotavtive mappdkap,* ¢ dAndag...”
and in the sixth ode:

‘Emiyelog &yyelog* dvedeixOng aAnbadc* kai odpdviog dvBpwmog,* mappakap Kwvotavtive,
pwoota Xprotod.. .

Quite often the expression of these characteristics includes the concept of
light: he shone the light of righteousness in the world®, he was “Aapumpog kountng
E0TEPWTATOC *, “ QWOTHP TOV EOKOTIOPEVWV™Y, “péyag pwotnp”®, “oéhag pael-
votatov™®. In a kathisma we read:

o' A.Luzzi, Il canone. .., p. 276; and in a sticheron of the Vespers “Kopte, domep kata [Tadlov 1@ 6@
Kwvotavtive dvwbev d@dng...”; T.II. @EMEAHS, Té punvaia. .., p. 533.

%2 MR, V, 139; II. XPHETOY, O Bacideds kai 6 iepens eig 10 Bu{dvtiov, KAn 3, 1971, p. 13; G. DAGRON,
Emperor..., p. 126-135; E. T AYKATZH- APBEAEP, Iiati T0 Bu{dvtio, ABriva 2009, p. 153-162.

% Lavrae ® 32, f. 313r.

% Lavrae © 32, f. 313v.

% A.Luzzi, Il canone. .., p. 274; cf. EUSEBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 55-56 “ 1@ Te T0D mavTtog dpxf domep
TIVi KEQAAT] TO TV KATEKOOHEITO o@pa povapikiig e§ovaiag S mavtwy fkovong, Aaumpai Te pw-
106 evoePeiag papuapuyai”. He is also compared to the sun by Eusebius: cf. EUSEBIUS CAESARIENSIS,
p. 38 “Qomnep § avioxwv vmep yiig fiAog dpBOVWE TOIG TAGL TOV TOD QWTOG HeTadidwot pappapv-
Y@V, kata T avta 81 kal Kwvotavtivog dua Hiio dvioxovtt Tdv factAkdv oikwv Tpo@atvouevog,
WOAvel OVVAVATEAAWY TY KAT 0VPAVOY QWOTRPL, TOIG €ig TPOCWTOV AVT TAPLODALY ATTACL PWTOG
avyag Tiig oikeiog ¢Eéhapme kalokayabiag” On the connection of the symbol of the sun with the
imperial idea, cf. H. HUNGER, Prooimion. Elemente der byzantinischen Kaiseridee in den Arengen
der Urkunden, Wien 1964 [= WBS, 1], p. 75-80.

% A.Luzzi, Il canone..., p. 280.

7 MR, V, 141.

% S. Gassisy, Innologia Graeca..., p. 71.

* MR, V, 139.
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Ociav ENapytv katamlovticac* 8pOpog Elapyag Oeoyvwoiac* katagwtilwy edoePeiq
T mépata...

In addition, this image of light is also conveyed to us by Eusebius in his narra-
tive. While describing the first time he saw emperor Constantine as the latter was
entering the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, he mentions:

avtog O Aotmdv SiéPatve péoog ola Beod Tig 0VPAVIOG dyyehog, Aapmpay v domep uwTodg
pappapuyaic aotpdntwv mepPorny, dhovpyidog 8¢ TLpwWNOIG KaTAAAUTOUEVOG AKTIOL,
Xpvood Te kai AMiBwv ToAVTEA@V SLavy£€ot 9£yyeot KoopoVpEVOG' .

This event is recorded in the third book of his work Life of Constantine. But
even in the first book of the same work it is emphasized that the bearer of the
royal power must be the chosen of God and reign over the entire world according
to God’s will'®2. In the Tricennial Oration the reinforcing element of the vision is
also mentioned as an indication of God’s favor'®. The emperor must rule with
loyalty to the law and paternal stewardship, and he must lead his subjects to the
knowledge of God'*. The peace, security and salvation of the subjects, which all
constitute primary goals of the sovereign, are also reflected in hymnography. We
read in a troparion:

Srepéwpa NIV Kai Telyog dppnkTov* kai GAov éyévou kal cwtnpio* TolG €V KOoUw, Beompo-
BAnte* Baothed, Kwvotavtive, mappaxdptote'®.

The convening of the Council of Nicaea and the fight against heresies are also
placed in the context of the political pacification of the state'®.

100°S. Gassist, Innologia Graeca..., p. 63.

11 EuseBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 86.

12 EuseBIus CAESARIENSIS, p. 27 “Obtw 81 Kovotavtivoy, totovtov guvta natpdg, dpxovra kat
Kabnyepova t@v Shwv Oedg 6 T0D GVUTAVTOG KOGHOL TTPLTAVIG Ot EavTod Tipoexetpileto”; Tricen-
nial Oration, p. 199 “map’ 0b kol 8" o0 TAig dvwTdtw PactAeiag THv eikdva Pépwy 6 T® Oed @i-
Aog Pacthedg katd pinoty Tod KPeiTTovog TV €Ml YAG Amdvtwy Tovg ofakag StakvPepvav iBvvel’s
H. HUNGER, Prooimion..., p. 49-50; I1. XpH:TOY, O Pacideds..., p. 12; A. CAMERON, H Yorepy...,
p. 115-116; I. KAPATIANNOIIOYAOE, To PulavTivé..., p. 294-295; B. ®E1AAs, ExkAnoiaotiky Toto-
pia..., p. 326; K.AZ. T1aiaas, H Ogpatixd]. .., p. 32-33.

19 Tricennial Oration, p. 212 “@ kai 10 adT0D cwTrpLov &védetge onueiov”.

194 T, KAPATIANNOTIOYAOE, To SulavTivé..., p. 291-292; on the analogy to the image of the shepherd,
cf. Tricennial Oration, p. 214-215 “4AN" 006¢ mowpnv &yaBog tig avtod moiuvng TO memhavnuévov
anabdg mapidot &v Bpeppa, AANG Ta pév €0 ExovTa avt® v do@alel keipeva kataleiyet, Tfg 8¢ Tod
TEMAAVIUEVOL XAPLY owTnpiag v 6Todv &v mdbot, ei kai Tpog Ofpag dypiovg cupmAakivat Séol”
195 Par. gr. 344, ff. 73r-73v; EHAI gr. 384, f. 327; Vatopediou 1667, f. 180v.

1% On the Synod of Nicaea, cf. EUSEBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 74-79, where Constantine’s letter to bish-
op Alexander and presbyter Arius is quoted; I. Karariannomnovaos, To fulavtivé..., p. 307-310;
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Eusebius was the first to associate Constantine the Great with the highest pie-
ty, a virtue ascribed to him almost simultaneously with the vision of the Cross and
the victory against Maxentius'”. The defense of the true faith'®®, beneficence'®,
charity'!, gentleness and calmness''' are qualities that have been attributed to
Saint Constantine since the beginning of the 4™ century.

One of the goals of the empire is to spread Christianity to the Gentiles and
create one flock under one shepherd'?. Hence, in a troparion we read:

Baohéwv €yévov dmépAaunpog* kal TG ekkAnoiag motunv kai Siddokaloc* kai iepéwv kov-
xnuat 0pBodowy te mavtwy kaAAwmiopa'’.

Constantine the Great was posthumously canonized in the East and many of
his successors tried to imitate him or link their dynasty to him. This was also the
case with some empresses who sought to associate their reign with Saint Helena''.

Through this emperor the work of Divine Providence was accomplished, as
imperium Romanum was transformed into imperium Christianum'".

on the battle against heresies, cf. EUSEBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 117; B. ®E1aAz, ExkAnoiaotiks Toto-
pia..., p. 333.

17 EuseBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 36 “O § éuputov Tiv €ig TOV Oedv evoéfelav kekTnuéVog [...] TG
&’ éx Beod ovvnobnpévog Pondeiag, edxapiotnprov amedidov mapaypiipa eoxniy T® TAHG vikng aitiw”s
EusEBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 17 “povov yodv avtov tdv ¢€ aidvog akofi fondéviwy avtokpatdpwv
oldv Tva LEYLOTOV QaTipa Kal Kfpuka peyalogwvotatov tig dnhavodg Beooefeiag mpootnod-
HEVOG, HOVW Ta éxEyyva TG adTod BeooePeiag Sia mavToiwy TV eig adTOV KeXOpNYNHEVWY dya-
Ov evedeibato”; K.A.X. T1aiaAs, H Oepatiks]..., p. 38 (with many references to the two works of
Eusebius).

1% EusEBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 34, 72-79, 82-88; Tricennial Oration, p. 199, 217; K.A.Z. T1AlAAS,
H Oepatixy. .., p. 48.

19 H. HUNGER, Prooimion..., p. 137-143; K.A.X. I1AiaAs, H Oepatixd.. ., p. 155-166.

10 EuseBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 54; H. HUNGER, Prooimion..., p. 143-153.

11 EuseBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 40 “00k vta THv @UotV To100ToV Nuepwtatov 8¢ Kai mpaotatov Kai
@ avBpwnodtatov &l Tig TwmoTe koi dANOG.

112 EUSEBIUS CAESARIENSIS, p. 56 “O &’ apetii OeooePeiag maom éumpénwv viknti¢ factieds [...] thv
£av dmelduBave, kai piov ovvnupévny katd 1 makaov Thv Popaiov dpxiy 0@’ éavtov énoleito,
povapyiog pév €apxwv Beod knpvypatog Toig Tdot, povapxia 8¢ kai avtdg Tod Pwpaiwy kpdtovg
Tov ovpnavta mdakiovx@v Biov”; H. HUNGER, Prooimion..., p. 100-102; I. KAPATTANNOIIOYAOS,
To BvlavTivé..., p. 282.

13 Par. gr. 344, . 75r; EHAI gr. 384, f. 329; Vatopediou 1667, f. 181v.

11T W. DrRiJVERS, Helena Augusta. .., p. 145-146; A. SPaNos, Political Approaches..., p. 74-75.

115 3. TIAZXAAIAHE, O i8edh¢ avToKp&TOPAS. . ., P. 40.
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Index of codicum

CITY MANUSCRIPT DATE
Alexandria Alex. Patr. 93 without date
Athos Vatopediou 1667 18" century

Lavrae © 32 16" century
Lavrae ) 111 1789
Kavsokalyvion 171 1892
Paris Par. gr. 344 15" century
Par. gr. 1566 14" century
Sina Sin. gr. 637 11*-12% century
Sin. gr. 670 13" century
Sofia EHAI gr. 384 14* century
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