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AHMAD NAZMI

Qur’an and the Contemporary Historical Events.
A Historical Study on the Scripture

The war between the two powers, the Persian and Byzantine, had fluctuating
at the north beyond the Arabian peninsula, during the years of Muhammad’s
life. In the second half of the second decade of the seventh century again the
war broke out between the Persian and Rum, Persia scored a victory over the
Byzantine Christians, they overran all Syria, Egypt and a part of Anatolia in
a seemingly decisive success. For Muslims this was a war between believers and
infidels (Persian duelists). This led the Meccan idolaters rejoice and taunt the
Muslims over the defeat of their brothers of the Book- the Christians. The faithful
hecame very sad on account of this defeat and showed their great interest in it,
until the Qur’anic revelation gave the tinding of a Byzantine victory. “The Rum
has heen defeated. In a land close by; but they, (even) after (This) defeated of
{heirs, will soon be victorious within a few years. With God is the decision, in
the Past and Future: with the help of the God. He helps whom He will, and He
is Txalted in Might, Most Merciful. (It is) the promise of God depart from his
promise: But most men understand not”.!

There is no doubt that the war between the two supremacies of this time had
its echo not only in Mecca and other towns in Arabia but also among the Bedouin
tribes in the desert. During this period the two empires had been in perpetual
warfare for ages. They both dictated to the whole world at that time, and de-
cided the destinies of many peoples and regions.” Undoubtedly these Qur’anic
verses indicate a sympathy of Muslims towards Christian against the Persian.*
Although the aforementioned Stira bearing title as Sarat ar-Rum and beginning
with defeated of the Riim, the term never repeat again in any verse in the Qur’an.

L Qur’an 30: 2-6.

2 H.St.L.B. Moss, The Birth of Middle Ages. Translated into Arabic under the title of “Milad
al-‘ugur al-wusta” Translated by A.T. Gawid. ‘Alam al-Kutub, Cairo 1967. p. 232.

3 K. Cragg, The event of the Qur‘an, Islam in its Scripture. George Allen and Unwin.
London 1971, p. 169.
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Moreover, the rest of the Sura does not concern itself with the event mentioped

at the opening verses.”

In the beginning of the war, in the year 614, the Persian were predominant
and had occupied Syria, Palestine, Egypt and a great area in Asia Minor, eyen
Constantinople was threatened to fall.> One of historical dramatic event happened
when the Persian conquered Jerusalem and carried the Great or the Holy Cross
to Persia.®

The early Arabic sources written in the ninth century give the aforementioped
details about this war. Furthermore, Ad-DinawarT maintains that the reason
of this war in attributed to internal troubles in the Byzantine Emperor’s family,
one from the family escaped to Persian capital asking for help. Accordingly the
Persian troops moved to the Byzantine territory.” The same detail has also men-
tioned in the chronicles of At-TabarT who adds that the son of the Byzantine
Emperor had escaped to Persian kingdom asking for help®. It has been also re-
peated by Ibn Haldiin that. The Persian king Pervaiz had been helped before
by the Emperor Moricius and as a courtesy Pervaiz must help the son of the
Emperor to return him to the throne.?

It seems that the capture of the Holy Rood by Persian was equally serious
interest in Muslim records'®. The Arabs give the name “Salib as-Salbut” which
means in Arabic the cross of crucifixion to the holy cross, they mentioned its
sanctity for the Christians and its important for the Roman Empire.

After eight years, a Byzantine counteroffensive started up to recover all the
Byzantine property. The war was continued for about six years. During this
period Heracliug was the Emperor of the Byzantian Empire'' while Pervaiy

! Op. cit., p. 167,
"' ACCOI'(”IIg o €. Ostrognrski, this event took I)]a(:(; in the year 613. Ost ['()gurskj b
szej“ Bizancjum, Warszawa 1968, p. 100.
,_ At"].'aha.ri, Tarith ar-rusul wa-al-muluk, ed. by M. Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim. Dar al-Ma'‘arif,
Cairo 1979, Vol, 11, p. 181. ‘ '
109 -j}ltfiJ“ ri]l_naw‘ajrf_, Al-A_a_’_a,bdr at-tiwal. Edited by A.M. ‘Amir, Turatuna, Cairo 1960, pp.
DE:” k r- R’-IYI;_as l:df‘ Murag ad-dahab wa-ma‘adin al-gawhar. Edited by M. ‘Abd j:.l-l-lamul
Baror; R-r 'dg‘% (’afl'ﬁ 1938, Vol, I, p. 225, Al-Mas‘udi, At-Tanbih wa-al-israf Ed. by V.R.
-08€n, reprint, Maktabat Hayat 1965. 156, 157. Ibn al-‘Ibri, Tarih muhtasar ad-duwal,
Al-Matba‘y al-Katilikyya, Beirut 1958, p. 90, 91.
A;‘Tﬁbil]‘f, op. cit., Vol. ]I, p. 181.
e 3613111'1 Haldan, Tarih al-‘allama Ibn Huldian, Dar al-Kitab al-Lubnani. Beirut 1966, Vol. 11,
1 m ;
. Il'ilc .l'ustory of the Holy Rood was closely associated with Helena, the mother of Constantine
(,‘ 8reat, when she went as a pilgrim to Jerusalem she was desired to find the actual wood on
which Christ had been crucified. J.B. By ry, A History of the Later Roman FEmpire, London,
IﬁggA Macﬂflillan & Co., Vol. 11, p. 225.
life qu;Im Fh“E.' to Al-Mas‘tidi Heraclius was the temporary Byzantine Efnpcror during the
; ubhammad, Abua Bakr and ‘Umar the Caliphes. Al-Mas‘adi, Murug ad-dahab Vol. 1,
P 278, Al-Mas‘udr, At-Tonbih, op. cit,, p. 157.
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was the king of the Persian Kingdom!? In the year 622 Heraclius sailed from
Constantinople. The war was looking not only as a revenge but also as a sa-
cred war. His departure was celebrated with religious circumstance, emphasizing
the religious character of his enterprise, to prevent the infidels from insulting
the heritage of Christ.!® Heraclius’s maneuver was planed to attack the Per-
sian in its heart, the Byzantine troops marched forward to the Capital of Per-
sia. According to Hitti, the Arabs from the Gassanides tribe participated in
the reconquest of Syria beside the Byzantine'!. The Byzantine flag once again
flew over Syria, Palestine and Egypt. Heraclius got the holy cross back af-
ter he had given a pledge that he would perform a pilgrimage to Jerusalem
on foot if he recovered it, in order to put it in its proper place!®. For Mus-
lims, the Glorious Qur’an predicted that, the Romans had been able to achieve
victory within a few years ranging between 619 and 628 A.D. For them this
wondrous information from the Qur'anic verses includes an accurate record of
the international event which had coincided with the Islamic revolution.'® It
is notable here to mention that the term Rum as the Byzantine do not fig-
ure again in the Qur'an, nor the Persian, who even in these verses remain un-
named.'?

A question now arises: Why such a current event which has not directly be-
longed to the Islamic belief has mention in the Qur'an? First of all it could be
said that the Arab themselves were involved in this war. The Gasanids tribe
who were carly settled in the region south-cast of Damascus since the sixth cen-
tury were brought within the sphere of Byzantine political influence.'® In the
course of time, the Gasanids became the main alliance for the Byzantine, more
and more they were involved in the Byzantine war against Persia'® On other
hand, another Arabian tribe of Lakhmids has been wont to trickle along the
castern coast of the Arabian peninsula to the south of Iraq and settle there in.
The Lakhmids became eventually the alliance of the Persian Empire against the
Byzantine. Many other Arabian tribes were the alliance andreinforcement for the

12 The counter-attack of Heraclius against Persia was continued for about six years during the
years 622-628, Ostrogorski, G., op. cit. p. 112, St.L.B. Moss, op. cit., p. 234.

13 J.B. Bury, A History of the Later Roman Empire, London Macmillan and Co. 1912,
pp. 225, 226.

14 phL. Hitti, History of the Arabs, Macmillan and Co, London 1943, p. 80.

15 At-Tabari, op. cit., p. 646. Al-Mas‘udi, op. cit., pp. 243-5. Ibn Haldin, op. cit.,
p. 369.

16 M.F. Bakkoush, The Great Battles of Islam, Risalat al-Jihad, Tripoli 1985, p. 220.

17 The term Al-Magus (Magi) reffers to in the Qur‘dan the Persian who are considered as
infidle, Qur‘an, 22:17. See also Al-Gawaliqi, Al-Mu'rab min al-kelam al-a‘gamat. Edited by
AM. Sakir, Wizarat at-Tagafa, Cairo 1969, p. 368.

1% Ph. Hitti, History of the Arabs, op. cit. p. 78.

19 Tbid.
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two main aforementioned tribes.2® According to Brockelmann, the Byzan-
tines were always able to gain Arabs as vassals on the border of Arabia. The
same policy toward the Arabs as that of the Byzantines was practiced by their
hereditary Persians?!. The second main reason behind the importance of this war
for the Arabs in Mecca was an economical one. The fact that this was interrupted
the transport route that pound Arabia with the Byzantine Empire effected the
Meccan trade and the interest of other main towns in Arabia. These were two
for the mentioning of this event in Qur’an.

joint and closely connected reasons,
ght have its effect over the area. Ac-

Another event connected with this war mi
cording to Bury, Heraclius in his offensive movements made a major mistake.
He continued an unfortunate policy which had already proved disastrous, the
persecution of the Jews. They were massacred in Palestine, and were forced to
flee to Arabia.?2 Most probably the Byzantine policy against Jews and this event
might have taken a different course. Therefore we can assume that this event
provided a new position and a new movement in Arabia. It should be taken
in consideration the fact that in the same time when the Emperor was driving
out the Jews from Palestine, Muhammed was pursuing the same policy against
the Jews in Madia and Haybar in the sixth and seventh years of the Higra
626/627.%3

Having mentioned these historical events, it should be stressed that although
t.he majority of the Arabian Peninsula was not under direct Persian and Byzan-
tine occupation, the Arabs were under the influence of the two powers. Moreover,
Yemen and Iraq were subdued a long time before by the Persians®!, while the
north area of the peninsula, now comprising south of Syria and Jordan, was
under the control of Byzantine. The life of the Arabs particularly from Mecca,
depended upon their trade with Yemen and Syria.?” They were therefore in great
need of being on good terms with both Persia and the Byzantine Empire, so that
th.ey might not be hindered with their trade. According to the Muslim tradition
of sources, the above mentioned Qur’anic verses are Meccan?®. They were re-

20) £ 1 i L :
ff;. Gibbon, frtim'.aﬂ,lai al-Imbiraturyyae ar- Rumaniyya wa-suquiuha. The Decline and Fall
of the Roman Empire. Translated by M.S. Salim. Cairo 1969, Al-Hay'a al-Misryya li-al-Kitab,
Vol. III. P. 16. | -
(;. Brockelmann, History of the Islamic Peoples, Translated by J. Carmichael and
l\;l-; Perlmann, New York 1947, pp. 7, 8, G.P. Putnam’s Sons.
r)“ Bury, op. cit., p. 246.
23 i o .
Ibn I’Il.‘jlaﬂl, As-Sira an-Nabawyya. Edited by ‘Umar Tadmuri. Cairo 1987, Vol. 111,
pz. 275-286, Dar Ar-Rayyan.
& Acco;rjmg to At-Tabarit, the Persians occupied Yemen during the reign of the Persian
ne a . 1@ he anee] me t 113 - .
o 8 911 ad and this 'hd.ppc,n{,d as the result of political and economical competition between
2:3 Rim and the Persian. At-Tabari, op. cit., pp. 105, 123
Ij y ‘ % : : ) 1 . L& 1 L=
o Brocklemann, op. cit., p. 6. Hitti, op. cit., p. 102.
o Tghe Sura of Riam is considered by jurists as a Meccan Siira, all its verses are Meccan except
e. See the 75 T T} Vo J mew
ee the Qur’an, Stira XXX. The Meccan Siiras are usually subdivided into four groups:
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vealed when Muhammad was still living in Mecca. Muhammad’s favor attitude
to Christianity was remarkable, and expressed many times.?” When the Prophet
and his companions were deeply in struggle with Qurays, and Meccan animosity
grew into persecution, they began to ill-treat Muhammad and his followers. So
the Prophet advised many of his disciples to take refuge to Abyssinia saying that,
there is a good Christian king and will not be under oppression in his country.

It seems that the relation between Meccan trader and Abyssinia became cold
after the flight of Muhammad’ poor fellows there.?® All of these explained the
Meccan idolaters’ gladness for the defeated of the Christians’ believers in front of
the Persian Pagans. Cragg maintained that we may understand the reference to
suggest a certain parallel hetween the resurgence of the Byzantine cause against
the Persian and the Muslim cause against Qurays, each of these emerging, by
promise, out of seeming failure success.?

Additionally we must take in to consideration that these verses also call for
the unity of all the nations believing in one God in order to become a strong front
against atheism and idolatry. As a direct effect for this war and the defeat of the
Riim, these verses open with statement and promise and expressed the will of God
towards the victory of Rum against the Persian within a few years.?’ According
to the interpretation of Al-Baydawi, the idolaters in Mecca welcomed news of
the Persian victory and exulted over the Muslims, saying: “Our brothers who are
unscriptured have trinmphed over your brothers and we shall indeed overcome

you®,#

According to some recent scholar’s opinion, the passage at the beginning of the
above mentioned Sura, may indicate a sympathy of Muhammad with the Chris-
tian side against the Persian Magus. Or it may also suggest a further historical

Very early, middle early and late. Thought the historical data and traditions are insuflicient for
a strict chronological grouping, the very early Sturas are, roughly speaking, those revealed before
the beginning of the persecution and the conversion of ‘Umar; the middle suras those revealed
between the conversion of *Umar and the destruction of the deed of the ostracism, and the late
Suras those revealed between the raising of the ostracism and the Higra. Sce the Introduction of
the meaning of the Glorious Qur'an. Bdited by Islamic Call Society, Tripoli, without date, p.
7. Al-Baydawi, Nagir ad-Din, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Karim. Maktabat al-Gumhuriyya, Cairo,
without date, p. H39.

27 In the six year of the Higra, the Prophet granted to the monks of the Monastery of st.
(‘atherine in Sinai, and to all Christians, a charter, which is a monument of enlightened tolerance.
In this charter the Prophet undertook himself, and enjointed on his followers, to protect the
Christians, to guard them from all injuries, and to defend their churches, and the residences
of their priests. See Ameer Ali, Seyed, A Short History of the Saracens. New York 1955.
Macmillan & Co LTD.

2% [bn Higam, op. cit., vol. I, p. 349. Aba al-Fida, Al-Muhtasar fr ahbar al-basar. Maktabat
al-Mutanabbi, Cairo, without date, vol. 1, pp. 118, 119.

29 (Cragg, op. cit., pp. 167, 168.
30 Cragg, op. cit., p. 167.

31 Al-Baydawi, op. cit., pp. 539, 540.
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logic in the see-saw of northern rivalries, whereby the enemies, in weaking eacl,
other, where more exposed to the future eruption of the Muslim armies againsy
both.32

The Qur’'an in another Siira expresses sympathy for Christians: “Strongesy
among men in enmity to the believers wilt thou find the Jews and Pagans; ang
nearest among them in love to the believers wilt thou find those who say, we
are Christians: because amongst these are men devoted to learning and men whe,
have renounced the world, and they are not arrogant” %3

After a few years the Muslim Policy suddenly changed its strategy towardy
Banii al-Asfar®® or the Rum (Byzantine). The motives here are not clear. Acy
cording to Bury, Muhammad took the first step in the direction of spreading
Islam beyond the confines of Arabia.?® Muslim sources tell us that the Prophet
W-I'Ote letters to the Emperor Heraclius, to the king of Persia, to the governor
of Busra, and to the King of Abyssinia, exhorting them to embrace the faith of
Islam. The king of Abyssinia accepted the invitation, Husraw, the King of Persia,
b.a(lly treated Muhammad’s delegates, and ordered the governor of Yemen to send
him the insolent Arah in chains, while Heraclins said neither no nor yes, but sent
presents to Muhammed. The governor of Busra had not received the Prophet’s
letter, because the ruler of Mu’ta Sarhabil Ibn ‘Amr had captured the messen-
g¢r, ordered his men to cut off his head. He was the only envoy who was seized
and kil%tzd."}“ Another event connected with the carly Arab-Byzantine conflict is
thf" accident which happened to the Prophet’s envoy who was sent to the Roman
Empire, Afger Duhya Ibn Halifa al-Kalbi had delivered the Muhammad’s message
to I'If-‘-l'étclius, he was attacked by Banti Gudam who used to live in the land of
Roman propriety.3? -
- };{1: l‘(".mlss_qu_wlu:r_a Uf: these replies might be a (-rmﬂ_i(:l, between the Arab El,l‘l(l
e S, e only with the Byzantine. It is also difficult to arrive at a certain
;_O“Chlﬁlm'l about the main motive hehind the Arab-Byzantine couflict of that
E;»Ii?l?l'j i‘ll;{iufi I)fila‘.lsr’) -“I'-H..if.l that t;l‘m 1"11&1:'111 factor uf: Muslim mobilize was to -IZI.ITI](TII
Ml_lSlims; (;1 'I-’QIE?T? against the Chl’lh‘tlflll.Arél.l) 't,rl‘!;:rs who had h(.‘f‘l.l attacking the
o e ([pf(;‘ avans at the 1101"t.h b(')r(.l(-'r Of AI‘FL])I;I..'. _I_i}.Hf.‘L!I-l].H that in f..h(". absence

teleated Roman Empire during the war with Persia, the Christian Arab

32 “)lfl
33
34 '?llr’an) Stira V: 89
' 'he Ar; = . - ’ :
— R‘.-AMI) BIves many names to identify the Eastern Romans, among them there is the
al-Asf, {.Lm' It was in a use cormnmon in Arabic historical and literature sources. The name Bana
s B ar (the sons of Yellow) was rarely used by some authors.
3 5y OP- Cit., p. 261,
R 1 = o . ; o s
141 “'m! I‘{]’a“, op. cit., Vol. 1I, p. 644. Abu al-Fida, Al-Muhtasar fr ahbar al-basar, p.
at-Taqgaf: 2ayyatl, Tarth Halifa Ibn Hayyatl, Edited by Suhayl Zakkar. Matba’at Wizarat
:??HM{}L‘ a, Damascysg 1967, pp. 46-47.
a8 O. ; ‘Bakkﬂush, The Great Battles of Islam, p. 223.

P-cit., p. 219,
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tribes living along the northern borders had attacked Muslims, in order to satisfy
the Meccan idolaters who had been their allies.*”

Al-Mas‘udi gives more details about the direct reason of this expedition,
he mentions that Uhaydar Ibn ‘Abd al-Malik al-Kindi, the chief of Dawmat al-
Gandal, was a Christian and a vassal of the Byzantine Emperor. He was usually
attacking the Muslim traders and envoys who were traveling from Madina.1?
According to Lammens who without making investigation of the historical
events maintained that, after Muhammad had signed the agreement of Huday-
biyya with Meccan idolaters, he had a good chance to direct his activities towards
other tribes at the north of Madina, particularly against these who were Chris-
tians. Among them there were the tribes who had a contact with the Byzantines
and were residing in Dawmat al-Gandal.!

Since Muslim power in Madima was spreading among the Bedouin tribes of the
northern Arabia, they soon came into contact with the Byzantine frontier posts.
In 629, a messenger was sent by Muhammad to Busra where he was intercepted
and executed.??

Muhammad sent, an army of three thousand men under the command of Zayd
[bn Harita who marched to Mu’ta. The first collision between the two powers
took place in Mu'ta, near the Dead Sea. Here the Muslim army came up against
the Byzantine troops where the Muslim defeated, with difficulty, succeeded in
leading back to Madma.?

To avenge this, the Muslim army under the command of Muhaminad himself
marched to Tabiik. The expedition was organised in Summer time in the year 9 H.
628/629."" The army marched in a very hot whether, the matter which caused that
many Muslims were eluded. Many Qur'anic verses authenticated this historical
event, by condemning the evaders and deseribing such Muslims as hypocrites. In
the Sura of the Tawbah (Repentance) we read: “Those who were left hehind (in
Tabuk expedition) rejoced in their inaction behind the back of the Apostle of
God: they hated to strive and fight, with their goods and their persons, in the

39 An expedition was directed by Muhammad in the fifth year of Higra against the Arab tribes
living in Dawmat al-Gandal at the far north of Madina. See 1bn HiSam, op. cit., vol. III, p.
165. See also Ibn *Abd al-Barr, Ad-Durar fi ihtisar al-magazi wa-as-siyar, Al-Maglis al-A'la
li-asu'un al-Islamyya, Cairo 1966, pp. 222, 223.

10 A l-Mas‘udi, Tanbih, op. cit., p. 248.

41 1.L. Lammens, Arabic Occidentale avant I'Hégire. Imprimerie Catholique 1928, p. 321. See
also L'lslam croyances el institutions, p. 43.

12 Aba al-Fida, op. cit., p. 143.

15 Lammens, L’Islam croyances et institutions, p. 43.

11 According to many Muslim sources this expedition took place in the year 9 H. Most of
this sources indicate that the army marched during a very hot summer in the month of Ragab,
the matter which make us assume that it was during the summer of the year 628, whercas the
begining of the year 9 H. Started in April 269, Or most probably that April of 269 was very
hot.
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cause of God: they said, go not forth in the heat. Say, the fire of hell is fiercer iy,
heat. If only they could understand.*” In verse 83 in the same Sura we read: ”1f
thou, God bring thee back to any of them, and they ask thy permission to come
out (with thee), say: never shall ye come out with me, nor fight on enemy wit},
me: for ye preferred to sit inactive on the first occasion: then sit ye ( now) witl
those who lag behind.?6

The Muslim historical sources give us detailed informations about this expedi.
tion. Some relations which have come down to us show clearly that Arabia during
this period suffered not only from hot weather but also from starvation. Amony
the economical motives we also can add here the failure in trade either becanse
of the Persian-Byzantine war or because of the war between the Muslim and the
idolaters in Arabia itself.

In the year 9 H. about 630 BC, Muhammad was able to send the Muslim troopy
against the Byzantine. The Muslim army was under the command of Usama, the
son of Zayd, who had fallen at the battle of Mu'ta about less than two years
before. The goal of the dispatching of this expedition was to seck reparation
for the murder of the Muslim envoy. During the preparations of this innovation
the Prophet fell ill and soon he died.?” It halted however, in the suburbs, and
Prophet’s illness terminated this raid. Accordingly Zayd and his forces returned
back to Madina.

According to many authors, Abii Bakr after having been proclaimed Caliph,
determined to fulfill the wishes of the Prophet and carried the Muslim armies
towards Syria. It seems that Abii Bakr realized that the best way to avoid the
Ridda (apostasy) war was to direct the Arab tribes warriors towards the outsider
enemy, but not by conflicts in Arabia.

The second great expedition was sent also during the reign of Abu Bakr. The
Caliph appointed four generals of division: Yazid Ibn Abi Sufyan, Abu ‘Ubayda
Ibn al-Garrah, Mu‘az Ibn Gabal and Sarhabil Ihn Hasna. Of these Abu ‘Ubayda
was the chief, and Yazid the second in command. It was intended that each
should attack a separate part of the Syrian provinces, but the serious resistance
which was encountered made a combination of forces necessary and the caliph
consequently recalled Halid Ibn al-Walid from southern Mesopotamia to be the
chief command of the Muslim army in Palestine.

According to Al-Basri, the Roman Emperor Heraclius was at that time in
Palestine,*® and the march of the Arabs did not remain long unknown to him.
45 Qur’an, 9:81.

1% About the same matter see, Quran, 9:92, 93, 94, 95. See the interpretation of Al-Baydawi
of these verses, op. cit., pp. 278, 288,

" Halifa Ibn Hayyat, op. cit., pp. 56, 64.

48 A&l- Basri, Abu Isma‘il Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdallah al-Azds, Futuh ag-Sam. Edited by Ens-
ing W.N. Lees. Biblioteca Indica, .J. Thomas, At the Baptist Mission Press. Calcutta. 1854,
pp. 8-10. Attention must be given here to the fact that Heraclius and his retinue were in
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The Emperor immediately assembled his chiefs and haranguing them, with the
view to incite them to war with the Arabs, told them that “a set of barefooted,
nicked and half-starved wretches” had entered their country.*?

We can also assert here that the first verses of Surat ar-Rum are considered
by the Muslims as prophecy verses . Then give prophetic event which should
happen in future.®® It is incontestable that Qur’an indicates the pivotal historical
events that only relate the struggle with idolatry. Nevertheless, our intention here,
without ignoring and by no way reducing the involvement of Qur’anic verses is to
explain that Qur’an was not isolated of world events of that time. Undoubtedly
there exists any explicit Qur’anic controversy with the earlier faiths, but this
arose after the Higra: most of the Madima’s Qur’anic verses expressed more and
more a critical attitude towards Judaism and Christianity. During the Meccan
period most of Qur’anic verses should be regarded local events in the frame of
the conflict between the Muslims and the Meccan idolatry. There are few other
historical events in some scripts scattered which still need more investigation.

One can agree with Cragg’s opinion that the event of the Qur'an and the life
of Muhammad belong powerfully to the world history by a sturdy independence
of it. According to that scholar, there is nothing in religion quite so concentrated
as the Islamic scripture, as a single book, through a single prophet, in a single
territory, in a single quarter century.”!

Jerusalem in the year 629 (about the year 89 H). The Emperor remained in Jerusalem after
his triumph not a long time. See Bury, op. cit., p. 247.

19 Op. cit., p. 22-23.

50 Al-Baydawi, op. cit., p. 539.

51 K. Cragg, The Event of the Qur’an, op. cit., p. 166.




