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THE CAUCASUS IN THE POLISH GEOGRAPHICAL LITERATURE

The artic le  con ta ins a rev iew  of the Polish geog raph ica l pub lica-
tions dealing w ith  the C auca sian  reg ion . The a u tho re ss  has m ade an 
a tte m p t to de term ine  possibilities of study ing  this geog raphica l region 
on the basis of the Polish lite ra tu re . The rev ie w  contains the geo g ra-
phica l l ite ra tu re  and the li te ra tu re  from  o ther disciplines re la ted  to g eo -
graphy. T hese  disc iplines include am ong o thers geology, history, a rch i-
tec tu re  and tow n-p lanning, e th n og ra p hy  and  folklore . T here  a re  p re -
sen ted  here  all publications, w hich are  valuab le  in cognitive  sense. 
The eva luation  and p resen ta tio n  encom pass scientific contribu tions pu -
blished in the  Polish journals and com pact ed itions irrespective  of the 
au tho r 's  n a t ion ali ty  an d  language in w h ich  a g iven  w ork  is w ritten .

The term  C aucasus is unders tood  here  to cover the geograph ica l 
reg ion  ly ing betw e en  the Black Sea and the  Sea of A zov in the  W est 
and  the  C asp ian  Sea in the  East, and  betw e en  the  K um sk-M anyck D e-
pression in the N orth and the s ta te  boundary  of the  Sovie t U nion w ith 
T u rke y  and  Ira n  in the S ou th1. Thus, th is reg io n  inc ludes sev e ra l  m or-
pholog ica l un its  and seve ra l po litica l-a dm in is tra tiv e  units of the  Soviet 
Union.

The p re se n t pub lica tion  com prises in p rincip le  the  l ite ra tu re  of the  
last fo rty  yea rs  although  in some problem s it reaches  to items publi-
shed e arl ie r  on.

The s tru ctu re  of the  w ork is cha rac te ristic  for geog raph ical reg io -
nal approaches. It begins w ith  a re view  of the li te ra tu re  devo ted to 
the  natu ra l problem s, follow ed by  items on econom ic  and social sub -
jects, and  by o ther problem s d iscussed  in the  li te ra tu re  belong ing  to 
disciplines re la ted  to  geog raphy .

1 S ł o w n i k  geogr a f i i  ś w i a t a  [D ictionary  of th e  w o rld  g e o g rap h y ],  vo l. 1, A-M , 
W a rsz a w a  1977, p. 496.



The Polish geog raph ica l li te ra tu re  does not possess exha us tiv e  and 
com prehensive  w orks dealing  w ith  the  C aucasian reg ion and the e x i-
sting publications p re se n t in a fragm en ta ry  w ay some chosen problem s 
concern ing  v ar iou s  p a r ts  of th is region . In  the  field of n a tu re  stud ies  
it is espe cia lly  w orth  m entioning the w orks of E. Rühle, w ho carried  
ou t geom orpho log ica l and  g lac iolog ica l studies pub lishing the ir  resu lts 
in severa l a rtic les2. The artic les  devo ted  to  qua te rna ry  of the C aucasus 
w ere  based  on the  rich  li te ra tu re  of the  sub jec t in m any  languages. 
The au tho r rev ie w ed  in them  developm ent of view s concern ing g la -
c ia tion of the  C aucasus quo ting conclusions draw n by num erous re se -
arches  and p re sen ted  his ow n opinions abou t them. The discussion con-
tained  in the  artic le s is focussed m ainly on the num ber of glaciations, 
the ir  coverage , and  ac com panying  phenom ena. The find ings of his ow n 
studies w ere  p resen ted  in the  stra tig raph ie  schem e of the C aucasus 
glac ia tions com pared w ith  the s tructu re  of the  A lp ine  glac ia tions. These 
artic le s analyze , m oreover, the p re sen t d is tr ibu tion  of glaciers and 
the ir characteristics . O n the  o ther hand, the findings of detailed s tu -
dies on g la c iers  and  the  sed im en ta tion  p rocess  aro und  them  can be 
found in the  w ork  of A. K arczew ski, A. K ostrzew ski, and P. K ow alew , 
w h ich  w as p repa re d  follow ing the studies on the g lac iers of B ashkar 
and  Ja nk u a t conducted in  19783. A  com prehensive  n atu ra l description 
of the  d ra inage-basin  of the  B alkarski T c he rek  is con ta ined  in the 
w ork  of Riihl, in w hich  the  au tho r analyz es  all e lem en ts  of the  e n v i-
ronm ent s tarting  w ith a sh ort p resen ta tion  of the  land configura tion 
and  geologica l s tru c tu re  and end ing  w ith a de ta iled  m orphological de -
scription of each va lley  in  this d ra ina ge-bas in4. This w ork w as a r e -
su lt of the  Polish A lpine  E xped ition to th e  C aucasus in  1935.

In teresting  theo ries abou t developm ent of the  relief on the area 
betw ee n  the  Sea of A zov and the  C aspian  Sea w e re  p re sen ted  by 
T. B artkow ski5. T he configura tion of this area  constitu tes a dense  net-

* E. R ü h l e ,  M or lo lo g ia  g la c ja ln a  d o r z e c z a  C z e r e k u  B a ik a r s k i e g o  w  ś r o d k o -
w y m  K a u k a z i e  [G la cia l m o rp h o log y  of th e  C zcrok  B a lk arsk i r iver -b asin  in  th e  
cen tra l C au c a s u s ] , „P rzeg ląd  G eo grafic zn y "  1938, N o . 18, p. 1— 62; i d e m ,  C z w a r t o -
r z ę d  K au k a z u  w  ś w ie t l e  o s ta tn ic h  b a da ń  [Q u ate rn a ry  of th e  C a u ca su s in th e  ligh t  
of r ece n t s tu d ie s ] , „C zasop is m o G eograficzn e"  1939, N o . 17/1, p. 3— 16; i d e m ,  P r z e -
g lą d  b ad ań  c z w a r t o r z ę d u  K a u k a z u  [R ev iew  o f s tu d ie s o n  th e  q u atern a ry  o f th e  
C a u c a s u s ],  „ B iu le tyn  In sty tu tu  G eo log ii"  1955, N o . 70, p. 321— 330.

3 A.  K a r c z e w s k i ,  A.  K o s t r z e w s k i ,  P.  K o w a l e w ,  G la cia l  s e d i m e n t a -
r y  e n v i r o n m e n t  as r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  g la c ie r  o f t h e  C au cas u s " ,  „ Q u a est io n s G eogra-  
p h icae"  1982, N o . 8, p. 121— 1835.

4 R ü h l e ,  M o r fo log ia  g lac ja ln a . . .
5 T. B a r t k o w s k i ,  R z e ź ba  „ l in earn a" M i ę d z y m o r z a  A z o w s k o -K a s p i j s k i e g o  

[L inear r e l ie f  of L and s b e tw e e n  th e  S ea  o f A z o v  an d th e  C a sp ia n  S e a ] , „Sp ra-
w oz d an ia  P o zn ań sk ie go  T o w a rz y stw a  P rz y ja c ió ł  N au k"  1968, N o . 2(81), p. 365— 368.



w ork  of pa ra lle l va lley s  and dales w ith in te rv a lle y  ridges sep ara tin g  
them. This ne tw ork  has the sam e o rien ta tion  W N W -ESE on the  e n t ire  
area  and it belongs to the dew atering  system  of the C aucasus. This 
ch a ra c te r is tic  lay -ou t of the r iv e r and  valle y  netw ork  w a s a tt ra c tin g  
a tten tion  of scho lars and re search ers  for a long time. B artkow ski quo -
tes different view s concern ing the genesis of such land configuration 
and nex t p resen ts his ow n theo ry  re ga rd ing  evo lu tion  of the land re -
lief.

The problem s connected  w ith land configuration, dynam ics of land 
re lief evo lution, and post-g la c ia tion  p ro cesses a re  supp lem en ted  in the  
Polish l ite ra tu re  by the w orks of G eorgian and A rm enian researchers®. 
Of specia l in te re st here  is the  w ork of J. Sajadian, in w hich the autho r 
describes rhy thm icity  of cha nges in the na tu ra l env iro nm e n t around  
the  Sew an Lake and developm e nt of cu ltu res  in te rre la te d  w ith 
these changes.

R ela tive ly  little  a t ten tion  in the  l ite ra tu re  dealing w ith  this reg ion  
has been  paid to clim atic issues. It was only E. M ichna w ho c ha ra c te -
rized clim atic conditions of G eorgia in his long artic le  p resenting  all 
characteris tic s of the clim ate p revailing  in this reg ion and fac to rs affe-
cting it7.

O ther na tu ra l problem s of this region  have  also  re ceived  re la tive ly  
little  a tten tion, although  the range of these  publications is quite big. 
It is necessary  to list here, first of all, num erous w orks concern ing the 
T eberd iysk  N ational Park  in the W estern  C aucasus8, a w ork devo ted  
to the p lan t cover on the C aucas ian  c oa s t9, o r such  un iq ue na tu ra l 
w onder as C hetag G rove10. A significant contribution  to our better  fa-

6 Ch. P. D j a n e l i d z e ,  O n  th e  d y n a m i c s  of  re l ie l  an d  n a tu r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  
ot th e  C au c as u s  in Hie H ol oc e n e ,  „Stu d ia  G i-om orp h o log ica  C arp ath o-B a lcan ica"  
1974, N o . 8, p. 61— 67; J. S a j a d i a n ,  P o s tg la ci a l  t i m e s  in A r m e n i a  an d  ad ja c e n t  
r e g i o n s  (as e x e m p l if ie d  b y  L ak e S ew a n ) ,  „S tu dia  G e om orp h olo g ien  C arp atho-B a l-  
tan ic a"  1978, N o . 12, p. 77— 93.

7 E. M i c h n a ,  O k l im a c ie  G r u z j i  [O n G eo rg ia 's c l im a te ],  „W s ze ch św ia t"  1967, 
N o. 9, p. 218— 222.

8 J. C z e r w i ń s k i ,  T e b e r d y ń s k i  P ark  N a r o d o w y  na K a u k a z i e  [Th e T eb er- 
diywk N a tio n a l Park in th e  C a u c a su s ] , „C h roń m y p rzy rod ę o jc z y s t ą ” 1959, N o. 5,
p. 48— 52; A. M a g i e r a ,  T i e b ie r da ń s k i  P ar k  N a r o d o w y  [T he T e b e rd iy sk  N a -
tio n a l P ark ], „W ierch y"  1959, p. 246— 251; M. S a w i c k a ,  T e b e r d y j s k i  P ar k  N a -
r o d o w y  w  Z ac h o dn im  K a u k a z i e  [T he T e b er d iy sk  N a t ion a l Part in th e  W e ste rn
C a u c a s u s ] , „ W s ze ch ś w ia t"  1968, N o . 1, p. 156— 160.

9 J. D o b o s z y ń s k a ,  R oś l in n oś ć  w y b r z e ż a  k a u k a s k i e g o  [P lant c o v e r  o t  the  
C a u c as ia n  c o a s t ],  „B io log ia  w  S zk o le"  1965, N o . 1, p. 39— 44.

,n N. I. B u r c z a k - A b r a m o w i c z ,  W . I. N  a n i e w , „ S w ię l y "  g a j  C h e t ag  
[„H oly"  gr ove  ot C h e ta g ],  „C h rońm y p rzy rod ę  o jc zy stą"  1961, N o . 5, p. 34— 37.



m iliarity  w ith the C aucasus na tu re  is a w ork of R. W ojtu s ia k11, a m em -
ber of the scientific exped ition  to the C aucasus in 1935. D uring tha t 
expe dition  the au tho r carried  out num erous zoologica l studies a lthough  
the  main em phasis in this particu lar w ork  w as laid on natu ra l p rob -
lems, and m ain ly  on the  p lan t cover and  landscape.

The socio-economic problem s of the C aucasus have been discussed 
in m any in teresting  publica tions. T hese pub lications, how ever, tend 
to cover a narrow  ra nge of problem s. The industry  in this reg ion w as 
described, am ong others, in the artic les of B. K ortu s12 dealing w ith  the 
industry  of A psheron; S. Pączka and A. R ondeli13 on changes in the 
textile  industry; and a sho rt report w ritten  by L. S traszew icz14 about 
R ustavia, the  biggest m etallurg ical cen tre  of G eorgia. A n interesting  
app roach  to the sub jec t w as used  by K ortus w ho analyzed  the  indu -
str ia l cen tre  of A psheron applying a m ethod of industrial complex 
analy s is . T he a rtic le  beg ins w ith p re sen ta tion  of developm en t of this 
indus tria l ce n tre  and form ation  of in ternal re la tionship  w ithin it, w hich 
p rov ides a basis for c ons tru ction  of developm ent schem es of th is co- 
plex. The analy sis encom passes nex t its contem porary  p roduction -te r-
rito ria l struc tu re . In the  final part of the  article , the  au thor discusses 
the role and significance  of the region under study  for the  econom y  
of A zerbaijan  and the Sovie t Union. The industria l com plex of A psh -
eron , w ith its predom inance of oil, pow er eng ineering, and chem ical 
industries, is p re sen ted  as a  system  of vertica l and horizonta l in te rre -
lationships, w ith ea ch  industrial g roup show ing such re la tionship s being 
syn thetica lly  characterized . The artic le  deserves some m ore a ttention 
due to the fact tha t indusrtia l com plexes of th is kind* are  — acco rding 
to the au tho r — a un ique  phenom enon on the w orld scale.

The artic le  of Pączka and  Rondeli is equ ally  in tere sting and rich 
in inform ation. The au thors analyze  here  transform ations in the textile 
indus try  of the e n tire  T ra nsca uc as ia n  region, inc lud ing ra w  m a teria ls 
base, em ploym ent and production s tructu re  in the period of 1940— 1978 
in each  republic.

11 R. W o j t u s i a k, W  s e r cu  K a u k az u .  D z ie n n ik  p r z y r o d n i k a  p i e r w s z e j  p o l -
s k i e j  w y p r a w y  w  g ó r y  W y s o k i e g o  K au ka z u  [To the  hourt of th e  C au casu s. D iary  
of a n atu ra list p art ic ip atin g  in th e  first P o lis h  e x p e d it io n  lo  th e  m ou n ta in s o f the  
h igh  C a u c as u s ],  L w ów  1937.

>* В. K o r t u  s, K o m p l e k s  p r z e m y s ł o w y  A p s z e r o n u  [In d u str ia l c o m p lex  o f A p -
s h e r o n ] , „P rze gląd  G eog raf iczn y ' 1963, N o . 4, p. 569— 589.

13 S. P ą c z k a ,  A.  R o n d e l i ,  C h a n ge s  in te r r i to ri a l  a n d  br an ch  s t r u c tu r e  ol  
t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  in G eor g i a ,  A r m en ia ,  an d  A z e r b a i j a n ,  „A cta  U n iv er s ita t is  L od z ien -
sis"  1983, F o lia  ca u c as ica  1, p. 107— 131.

u  L. S t r a s z e w i c z ,  R u s ta w i  —  c e n t r u m  g r u z iń s k i e j  c z a r n e j  m e ta l u r g i i  [Ru- 
6'tavia - ce n tr e  of the  G eorg ian  b la ck  m e ta llu r g y ],  „C zas op ism o G eogr aficzn e"  1977, 

N o. 1, p. 6&— 61.



A mong publications devoted  to the ag ricu ltu re , there should be 
m entioned the a rtic le  of T. Lankam er concern ing A rm en ia15. The au tho r 
described here  in big detail various problem s connected w ith a g ric u l-
tu re  beginning w ith conditions for its developm ent such as soils, c li-
mate, land configu ration  and irriga tion , w h ich  is follow ed by p re s e n -
ta tion of the s truc tu re  of land use, types of crops and  their size. This 
is accom panied by analysis of anim al b reeding and ow nership s tru c-
ture. T he a rtic le  ends w ith p re se n ta tio n  of developm en t p rospects of 
the A rm en ian agricu ltu re.

D em ographic problem s in their h isto rica l aspects w e re  discussed 
in a com prehensive  su rve y  m ade by J. K. Ja n c z ak 16. It con ta in s a de-
m ographic analy sis of the e n t ire  T ra nscauca sia  a t the en d  of 19th cen -
tury in a spatia l app roach. A. W oźniak perform ed a study of the  e thn ic  
s truc tu re  of G eorgia on the  basis of the  R ussian  and  G e org ian  li te -
ra tu re 17. The autho r analyzed changes in the e thnic s tructu re  of this 
coun try  in two time cross-sec tions. The first of them  encom passes the 
period from the beginning of the G eo rgian nation till 19th century , 
and the second — the p re sen t time, in w hich there  take  p lace  changes 
in the e thn ic  s truc tu re  quite  significant for the G eorgians. In the  w hole 
artic le , the  a u thb r s tr ive s to p re sen t the  p rocess of fo rm ation of the 
hom ogeneous G eorgian nation after a period of po litica l split-up. W e 
can ge t an insigh t into the  p re sen t-da y  socio -dem ograph ic  p rocesses 
ow ing to the tw o artic les w ritten  by G. P icchelau ri and co -au thors18. 
They concern  only one population group i.e. e lder ly  people bu t this 
g roup  is characte rized  by the au tho rs from m any points of view . 
G. P icchelauri and A. A gadzanov have p roved  tha t the T ranscaucas ian  
repub lics are  a dem ographic ep icen tre  of longev ity  in the Soviet 
Union. The an tho rs seek re la tionsh ip s  be tw e e n  longe vity  and  vario us  
o ther e lem en ts inc luding geographica l situation  of these a rea s above 
the sea level. In the ir conclusions, they claim  that longevity is affected 
by m any geog raph ical-clim atic, socio-economic conditions, nationality ,

15 T. L a n k a m e r ,  R o ln i c tw o  A r m e n ii  [A g ric u ltu re  of A r m en ia ],  „G eogra fia  
w  S zk o le"  1974, N o . 1, p. 12— 20.

16 J. K. J a n с z a k, P o p u la t io n  r e la t i o n s  in th e  T r an s ca u c a s io n  ar e a  at th e  e n d  
o l  th e  X I X  c e n tu r y ,  „A cta  U n iv u rsita tis  L o d zie n s is ” 1983, F o lia  ca u ca s ic a  1, p. 23— 49.

17 A. W o ż n i a k ,  S t r u k tu ra  e t n i c z n a  w s p ó ł c z e s n e j  G r u z j i  i j e j  h i s t o r y c z n e  
u w a r u n k o w a n i a  [E thnic stru ctu re  o f co n tem p o rar y  G e org ia  an d  its  h isto r ica l d e-
term in an ts] , „E tn ografia  P o lsk a"  1971, N o . 1, p. 285—-301.

18 G. P i c c h e l a u r i ,  D. D z  о r b e  n a d z e, S p o łe c z n o - d e m o g r a i ic z n a  c h a r a k t e -
r y s t y k a  l u d n oś c i  w  s t a r s z y m  w i e k u  w  G r u z i ń s k i e j  SSR  [S oc io -d e m o gra p h ic  ch arac-
ter istic s o f the  e ld e r y  p op lu la tion  in th e  G eo rg ia n  S S R ], „S tu d ia  D e m o graficzn e'
1971, N o. 26, p. 21— 30; G. P i c c h e l a u r i ,  A . A  g  a d z a n o w , L u dz i e  s t a r z y  i d łu g o -
w ie c z n i  w  G r u z i ń s k ie j  SSR [O ld and o ld -o ld  p e o p le  in th e  G eo rg ia n  S S R ], „Stu*  
(Jia D em og raf iczn e 1974, N o . 37, p. 93— 104.



living conditions, etc. T he ana ly sis has been  perfo rm ed  in tw o age 
groups: above 60 years and  above 90 yea rs  of age. It encom passes 
such e lem ents as e.g. size of age groups, sex s tructu re , place of dw el-
ling, social secu rity , living conditions, education  s tructu re , and others. 
The subject is app roache d dynam ically  for differen t time cross-sections 
beginn ing w ith 1897 and ending w ith the seventies.

The se ttlem en t netw ork  has been described in the Polish li te ra tu re  
by the G eorgians, and tha t is w hy w e possess only a p ic tu re  of G eo r-
gia in this sphere. W. G u jab idze has analyzed economic and cu ltura l 
ties be tw een  the sm all G eo rgian tow ns and their env iron s in the light 
of com muting to w ork 19. O n the basis of stud ies on m eans of transpo rt, 
functional s tru c tu re  of tow ns, significance and intensity  of commuting, 
and s tru ctu re  of commuting, the au tho r has p repared  a typology of the 
tow n under su rvey . G. Lashkhi g ives us an in sight in to problem s of 
the functioning and role of sm all towns as cen tres of serv ices for the 
rural population. Functional characteristics  provided a basis for typo -
logy of tow ns located in the w estern  part of G eorgia20.

It is also w orth noting the fact tha t there  can be found interesting 
artic les devo ted  to re crea tion  conditions and tou ristic  regionalization 
of T ranscaucas ia  in the Polish lite ra tu re . R. M. K asum ow 21 p re sen ts in 
one  of his w orks  the A z erbaijan i m ethods of ev a lua tion  of the  g eo g ra -
phica l e nv iron m e n t for tou ristic  pu rposes, m ethods of s tud ies on re c re a -
tion conditions, and stages of studies leading to regionalization. The 
sam e author, in ano ther w ork of his, describes princip les of delim iting 
tou ristic  reg ions22. To s ta rt w ith, he p resen ts a theoretica l sLudv 
devo ted  to foundations of regionalization, w hich is follow ed by d iv i-
sion of the coun try  into touristic regions. The touristic regionalization 
in A zerbaijan  is based  on the  basic principle , acco rding  to w hich 
tou ristic  regions should be iden tica l w ith adm in istra tive  and econom ic 
regions. This en sue s from the fact in o rder to cre a te  and en su re  a tou -
ristic  base  there  are  indispensab le  econom ic conditions, w hich can

11 W . G u j a b i d z e ,  J o u r n e y - t o - w o r k  in th e  s m al l  an d  m e d i u m  t o w n s  of  
G eo r g ia ,  „Z es zyty  N a uk o w e U niw e rsy te tu  Ł ód zk iego"  1978, se r. II, No. 15, р. 67— 80 

211 G. L a s h k h i ,  T h e r o le  of  t o w n s  in th e  s e r v i c e  s y s t e m  for t h e  ag r ic u l tu r a l  
p op u la t i o n  in th e  s u b t r o p ic a l  z o n e  o f th e  G e or g i an  SSR,  „A cta  U nive rsita tis  Lo-
d zie n sis"  1983, Fo lia c au c as ica  1, p. 81—87.

21 R. M. K a s u m o w ,  W a r u n ki  r e k r e a c y j n e  A z e r b e j d ia ń s k i e j  S o c j a l i s t y c z n e j  Re  
p u b l ik i  Z w i ą z k o w e j  i ich o c en a  z p u n k t u  w i d z e n i a  t u r y z m u  [R e creation  co nd ition s 
in th e  A z erb a ija n i SSR and  th ei r e v a lu a tio n  from th e  v iew p o in t of to u ris m ), „P rze-
g ląd  G e o g rafic zn y ” 1973, No. 1, p. 147— 151.

** R. M. K a s u m o w ,  R e g io n a l iz a c ja  t u r y s ty c z n a  A z e r b e j d i a ń s k i e j  S o c j a l is t y c z -
n e j  R e p u b l i k i  R ad z i e c k ie j  [T ou ristic  re g io n aliz a tio n  of th e  A ze rb a ija n i SSR], „Ruch 
T u ry s ty c z n y "  1970, No. 2, p. 67— 73.



be crea ted  by this identica l character of pa rticu lar regions. K asum ow  
claim s tha t it is ne ce ssary  to en su re , f irs t of all, concen tra tion  of po -
pu la tion  and production  ac tiv ities, w h ich  allow s to en su re  provision  
of app ro p ria te  serv ices for tou rists . Landscape, h is to rica l and a rch itec -
tu ra l cons idera tions are  fu rther facto rs of tou ris tic  reg ionaliz ation . 
T ou ristic  a ttra c tive n e ss  of G eo rgia has been  e va lua ted  by S. L iszew ski 
on the basis of the Polish m ethods28. A pplying analy sis of the a t tr a c ti-
vene ss coefficient values, w hich is a syn th etic  m easure  of the  n atu ra l 
env ironm en t and c u ltu ra l conditions, and p rov ision  of tou ristic  fac ili-
ties, the a u tho r has d istinguished a reas  ch arac te riz ed  w ith  d ifferent 
degrees of a ttrac tive ness. The perfo rm ed  s tud ies have re ve ale d  d isp ro -
portions betw een  ex tre m ely  favourable  n a tu ra l conditions and the ir  
u tiliza tion  for tou ristic  pu rpose s in  G eorgia.

R ela tively  m any publica tions in the  Po lish li te ra tu re  a re  devo ted  
to a rch ite c tu re  and tow n-plann ing of T ra nscauc asia , and especia lly  to 
the a rch ite c tu re  of A zerbaijan . M any of them  can a ro use  the  in tere st 
of ge og raph ers  specializ ing in studies on geog raphy  of tow ns. M ost 
of these  publica tions are  tran s la tions  into Polish. A re m arkab le  con tri-
bution in th is field has been  m ade by Szamil Sejfułła F atu łła jew , w h ich 
has analyzed  the arc h ite c tu re  of A z erbaijan  sta rtin g  from  12th centu ry , 
w ith m ost of his a tte n tion  being focussed on the  a rch ite c tu re  of 19th 
and 20th ce n tu rie s24. The au tho r describes differen t arch itec tion ic  s ty -
les, build ing  m ateria ls, ornam ents, etc. Q uite  a g re a t  deal of a tten tion  
has been devo ted  to tow n-planning and  spatial d is tribu tion  of buildings, 
w hich is fu rth er en ric he d  by draw ings and  photog raphs. W hile  anali-  
zing these  problem s, the  au tho r placed  em phasis on con tribu tions  of 
the a rch itec ts of Polish orig in to the  built-up of A zerbaijan i tow ns, 
w hich was done especia lly  for the  Polish reader. This found its re flec -
tion in a serie s of artic les  devo ted  to  the  Polish a rc h itec ts  crea ting  
the ir  w orks and w ork ing in this co un try25. T hese a rtic les  p rov ide  us 
ind irec tly  also w ith  a p ic tu re  of a rch ite c tu re  of those  tow ns, m odes

23 S. L i s z e w s k i ,  T h e tou r ist  a t tr a c t i on s  o l  G e o r g ia  in t h e  l ight  o l  P o l ish  
r e s e ar c h  m e th o ds ,  „ A cta  U n ivo rsita tis  L odziensis"  1983, Fo lia  c au c a s ic a  1, p. 89—-105.

*4 Sz. F a t u 11 a j e w , A r c h it e k tu r a  A z e r b e j d ż a n u  w o k r e s i e  k a p i t a l iz m u  [A zer-
b a ija n 's  a rc h i te c tu re  in th e  c ap ita lis t p e rio d ), „ T ek a K om isji U rb a n isty k i i A r c h i-
te k tu ry "  1976, vo l. 10, p. 157— 170.

!5 Sz. S. F a t u 11 a j e w , P o ls c y  a r c h i t e k c i  w B aku. A r c h i te k t  J. P l o s z k o  [Polish  
a rc h i te c ts  in B aku. A rc h ite c t J. P lo sz ko ], „ A rc h i te k tu ra "  1967, No. 11, p. 464— 465; 
i d e m ,  I n ż y n ie r  m ie j s k i  J. G o s l a w s k i  [T own e n g in e er  —  J. G o s la w sk i], „ A r ch i-
t e k tu ra "  1969, N o. 6, p. 225— 226; i d e m .  T w ó r c z o ś ć  a r c h i t e k t ó w  —  P o l a k ó w  
w A z e r b e j d ż a n i e  (w  o k r e s ie  k ap i t a l i z m u )  [C re ativ e  o u tp u t of a rc h i te c ts  —  P oles in  
A z e rb a ija n  (during  th e  c a p ita lis t p e rio d )], „T eka K om isji U rb a n isty k i i A rc h i te k tu ry "
1973, vo l. 7, p. 119— 138; i d e m ,  T w ó r c z o ś ć  K a z i m ie r z a  S k ó r e w i c z a  w  B aku  [C rea-
t iv e  o u tp u t of K azm ierz  S k óre w ic z  in B aku], „ A rch ite k tu ra "  1975, No. 3, p. 99.



and d irec tions of the ir developm ent. The second half of 19th cen tu ry  
w itnessed  a  ra p id  developm ent of industry  and, genera lly , econom ic 
ac tiv ity  in T ranscaucasia , w hich  w as also reflec ted  in rap id  g row th  of 
tow ns. Some of them, am ong o the rs  — Baku, w e re  large ly  rebuilt, and  
this re fe rs  especia lly  to the  cen tra l pa rt  of the  town. The c ha ra c te r of 
this ce n tra l d is tr ic t is de term ined  by co nce n tra tion  of public u tility  
buildings. The des ign  of re build ing  w as p re pare d  by  a  Pole — J. Go- 
sław ski, w ho w as an u rb a n  architec t.

The p re sen t urban -plann ing  problem s of Tbilisi a re  p resen ted  in 
tw o w orks of the  G eo rgian au tho rs  i.e. I. C iciszw ili28 and G. G egelija27. 
The first of them  em phasized the ne ce ssi ty  of p reserv ing  and  utilizing 
the  tow n-p lann ing and  arch itec ton ic  landm arks locate d in  the old d is -
tr ic t of Tbilisi, and the need  for in terlinking  the  old and new  arc h ite c -
tu re  along w ith  deve lopm ent of the  tow n. The o the r one describes 
tow n-p lanning  and arch itec ton ic  solutions adop ted  in  th re e  new  distric ts 
of the  G eorgian  cap ita l being bu ilt in  its old ce n tre  and  its im m edia te  
vic inity . M. B okeria po in ts a t an in tere sting  problem  of in te rre la t io n -
ships betw een  housing c ons truc tion  a nd  clim atic  co nd itions28. The a u th o -
ress analyzes  d ifferen tia tion  of construction  types in  differen t reg ions 
of the C aucasus stressing  adap ta tion  of ru ra l  build ings to  local clim a-
tic and physiog raph ica l conditions.

T he geog raphe r w ishing to  g e t acquan ited  w ith causes of m any 
con tem porary  p rocesses and  find exp lanation  for politica l and  socia l 
phenom ena re aches  for the  h isto rica l lite ra tu re . The availa ble  pub lica-
tions concerning this reg ion  describe  its h is to ry  from  the  anc ien t times 
till the  p resen t day. Fo rem ost am ong them  are  tw o item s from  the  
h is to ry  of A rm en ia29 and tw o item s dealing w ith  the  h is to ry  of G eorgia30. 
D. M arshall in his w orks focussed his m ain a t ten tion  on the  anc ie n t 
times, bu t he also devo ted  a  g re a t  deal of h is a t ten tio n  to the M iddle 
A ges and to the  p re se n t time. M. Z akrzew ska-D ubasow a p rov ided  a syn -
thetic  app roach  to the  h is to ry  of A rm en ia  s tartin g  w ith  the  era  of

26 I. C i c i s z w i l i ,  R e k o n s tr u k c j a  h i s t o r y c z n y c h  d z i e ln ic  T b i l i s i  [R eco n stru c tion  
o t h isto ric a l d istr ict s in  T b il is i ],  „A rch itek tu ra"  1972, N o . 12, 1972, p. 438— 441.

«  g .  G e g e l i j a ,  T r z y  p r z y k ł a d y  w s p ó ł c z e s n e j  a r c h i t e k t u r y  g r u z iń s k ie j  [T h ree  
e x am p le s o f  m o d er n  G eo rg ian  a rc h ite ctu r e] , „A rch itek tu ra"  1972, N o . 12, p. 442— 445.

28 М. В о к  о г i a, I n t e r r e la t i o n s  b e t w e e n  l o l k  a r c h i te c tu r e  a n d  c l im a te  in G rea t  
C au c a s u s ,  „ A c ta  U n iv e rs ita t is  L od zien sis"  1983, F o lia  c a u c as ica  1, p. 65— 79.

28 L. D. M a r s h a l l ,  A r m e n i a  —  k o l e b k a  c y w i l i z a c j i  [A rm en ia  —  cra d le  of 
c iv il iz a t io n ] , W a rs za w a  1975; M . Z a k r z e w s k a - D u b a s o w a ,  H is t o r ia  A r m e n ii  

[H is tory  of A r m e n ia ] , W r o c la w  1977.
50 J. K a w t a r a d z e ,  G r u z j a  w  z a r y s i e  h i s t o r y c z n y m  [H isto rica l O u tl in e  o f  

G e or g ia ] , W ar sza w a  1929; L. D. M a r s h a l l ,  D aw n a  G r u z ja  [O ld G e o rg ia ] , W ar -

s za w a  1972.



U rartu  and  rev ealin g  in  this w ay  the  h is to ry  of one  of the  o ldes t 
na tions in the w orld. A n in teresting  w ork  of J. K aw taradze  w as w r it-
ten  in Polish and  pub lished in the tw neties . O n th e  basis of the  G eo r-
g ian  and the R ussian lite ra tu re , the au tho r described  the  e n tir e  h is to ry  
of his nation. The w ork ex p la in s the beginn ings of the  s ta te  and a n a ly -
zes success ive  epochs till th e  con tem pora ry  tim es of the au tho r.

The publica tions dealing w ith po litica l issues are  exclus ive ly  of 
h is torica l ch ara c te r and the ir problem  a re a  boils dow n to b ila tera l 
re la tio ns81. Q u ite  in teres ting  am ong them  is the  w ork  of L. W iderszal, 
in w hich the au tho r describes gu ite  com prehensively  the  po litica l r e la -
tions in the C aucasus reg ion  in 19th c e n tu ry 82. A g re a t deal of a tten tion  
w as devo ted in  this w ork to the  stance  ta ke n  by the E uropean countries 
to the C auca sian  problem  and  to the ro le  p layed  by  Poles in this field. 
He also devo ted  also a lo t of a tten t ion  to the Poles stay ing  in  the  
M iddle East du ring this period.

The e thno g ra ph ic a l problem s can boa st gu ite  a w ide  rang e of pub li-
ca tions in the Polish lite ra tu re . M ost of them  w ere  w ritten  by the 
Polish in ex ile  o r by old trave llers. The la tes t con tribu tions in  this and 
other areas  are  sca rce  and fragm entary . A mong m ore valuab le  c on tri-
butions are  pub lica tions p re se n ting  the folk a rc h i te c tu re  in G eorgia” . 
A. Łotysz sta tes  tha t differen tia tion  of the  G eorgian  na tu ra l e n v iro n -
m en t a nd  its h isto rica l destiny  co ns titu te  tw o fundam en tal facto rs 
accounting  for the  diversif ied  p ic tu re  of the  G eo rg ian  folk arch ite c tu re . 
From  this po int of view , the au tho r div ided the  co un try  into th ree  
parts — the p la te au  including K arta lia  and  M eschetia, th e  w e ste rn  
pa rt being the h is to rica l K olchida, and the  m oun ta inous p a r t enc om pa s-
sing the C aucasus regions or Svanetia  and  H evsu retia . The w ork  p ro -
vides ch arac te ris tics  of e a ch  p rov ince  w ith  re g a rd  to the abov e m en-
tioned natu ra l env iro nm e n t conditions and  arc h itec tu ra l fea tu res.

A s regard s the  geograph ica l lite ra tu re , th ere  are  m issing in  it com -
31 J. C i  n с a d z e ,  S to s u n k i  p o l s k o - g r u z iń s k ie  w  X V — X V I I  w . [P o lis h -G eor g ia n  

rela t io n s in 15th-—-17th c e n tu r ie s] ,  „P rzeg ląd  O rien ta l is ty c zn y "  1960, N o . 1, p. 3— 13;  
G. B. G a r  i b d i t i  n i  a n ,  P o ls ko -o r m ia ń s k ie  k o n t a k t y  r e w o l u c y j n e  w  X I X  i w  p o -
c z ą t k a c h  X X  w i e k u  [P o lish -A rm en ia n  r e v o lu t io n a ry  c o n ta c ts in  19th and  e a r ly  20 th  
c e n tu r ie s] ,  „Z p o la  w a lk i"  1971, N o . 3, p. 25— 34; B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  P ols k o -  
- a z e r b e j d ż a ń s k i e  s to s u n k i  k u l t u r a ln e  w  p i e r w s z e j  p o ł o w i e  X I X  w i e k u  [P o lish -A z er -
b a ijan i cu ltu ra l re la t io n s in  th e  first h a ll of 19th c e n tu r y ],  W ro c ła w  1969.

B L, W i d e r s z a l ,  S p r a w y  k a u k a s k i e  w  p o l i t y c e  e u r o p e j s k i e j  w  la lac h  1831—  
— 1864 [C au casian  a ffa irs in th e  E u rop ean  p o l ic y  in th e  y ea r s  1831—-1864], W ar -
sz a w a  1934.

33 A . Ł o t y s z ,  G r u z i ń s ka  a r c h i te k tu r a  l u d o w a  [G eorg ia n  fo lk  ar ch ite ctu re ],  
„B u d ow n ictw o  W iejsk ie "  1974, N o . 7, p. 18— 21; E. P i e t r a s z e k ,  M u z e u m  p o d  
o t w a r t y m  n ie b e m  w  T bil is i [O p eo-a ir  m u seu m  in T b il is i ] , „E tn ografia  P o lsk a"  1971, 
N o. 1, p. 308— 310.



p rehe nsiv e  reg ional app roaches. A n exc ep tion  h ere  is a co llec tive  w ork, 
w hich cam e out in a serie s devo ted to particu la r regions of the  Sovie t 
U nion34. It is of a m onograph type. Its f irst p a r t d iscusses conditions of 
the  gec g raph ic a l env ironm en t, h isto ry  of the  G eorgian peop le  and their 
cu ltu re , as w ell as econom ic problem s acco rd ing  to  the  m ain sectors 
of the  na tio nal econom y. In  the second part, the  au th o rs  p rese n t h is to -
rica l-econom ic regions of G eo rgia . This w ork  is today  th e  only  a v a ila -
ble m onographic p re se n ta tion  of G eo rg ia  in  th e  Polish language. A m uch 
less com prehens ive  app roach  to  the  n a tu ra l en v iron m e n t and  econom ic 
prob lem s of the  e n tire  T ra nsc auc as ia  has bee n  p rov ided  by the  w ork  
of L iszew ski35.

It should be  underlined  tha t the num ber of availab le  tou rist gu ide-
-books to  this a tt ra c t ive  reg ion  is v e ry  small. A nd .although tw o gu ide- 
-books of S. Spalle36 p re sen t the  reg ion  under s tudy  bu t th is is done 
a longside  p rese n ta tio n  of o ther tou ristic  re g ions of the  Sov ie t Union. 
A*s a re su lt of it info rm ation co n ta ined  in them  is v e ry  b rie f and insu f-
ficient. T he book of G. and A. M iłosz m ay he  a n  invaluab le  help for 
tou rists  w ishing  to get fam ilar w ith this reg ion  bu t it can  h ard ly  be 
sa id  to  b e  a guide-book37.

T h ere  can be found rich  l ite ra tu re  devo ted  to  con tac ts, coopera tion  
and re la tions  betw e en  Poland and Poles and the  nations and  s ta tes  of 
T ra nscaucas ia . S ince it is re fe rred  to  in the  o th er studies included in 
this volum e, it w ill be om itted here. I t is w o rth  m en tioning , how ever, 
tha t these  problem s ha ve b ee n  larg ely  popularized  by a book  w ritte n  
by B. and K. B aranow sk i and  entitled : Polaków  ka uk a skie  drogi (C auca-
sian  R ou tes of Poles)38. The au tho rs rev iew  in  it th e  contac ts betw een  
the  tw o c oun trie s da ting bac k to  15th and 16th c en tu rie s in  va rious  
spheres of the political, socia l and econom ic life. T hese con tacts ha ve 
bee n  illu s tra te d  th rough  p re se n ta t ion  of the  cultura l, scientific, ec ono -
mic and personal a c tiv ity  of the Poles stay ing  in the C aucasus.

W hile  discussing the  Polish l ite ra tu re  dealing w ith  the  C auca sian  
topics, it is im possible not to  m en tion  the  con tribu tion  of the  Polish 
exiles to  our b e t te r  know ledge of those  coun tries. Its e xp re ss ion  is the 
rich  li te ra tu re  pub lished in  19th ce n tu ry  and  a t the  beg inn ing  of 20th

34 G r u z j a  [G e or g ia ] , cd. F. F. D aw ita ja , W ars za w a  1972.
35 S. L i s z e w s k i ,  Z a k a u k a z i e  [T r an sc au ca sia ] , „G eogra fia  w  S zk o le"  1984, 

N o . 4, p. 179— 187.
36 S. S p a l l  e , K r y m  —  K a u k az .  M a l y  r z e w o d n ik  t u r y s t y c z n y  [C rim ea —  C au -

ca su s. S m all to u rist g u id e-b o o k ] , W ar sz a w a  1377; i d e m ,  W y b r z e ż e  M o r z a  C z a rn eg o .  
I n l or m at or  t u r y s t y c z n y  [T he B lack  S e a  coa st. T o u risi g u id e-b o o k ] , W a rs za w a  1979.

37 G. and  A . M i ł o s z o w i e ,  K a u k a z  [C a u ca su s ], W ar szaw a  1979.
38 B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  К.  B a r a n o w s k i ,  P o l a k ó w  k a u k a s k i e  d ro g i  [C au ca sian  

ro u te s o f P o le s ] ,  Ł ódź 1985.



ce n tu ry  bo th  in the form  of books and num erous artic le s. H ow ever, 
the  tim e ra nge of th ese  pub lica tions a lre ady  goes bey ond  the  tim e fra -
m ew ork ac ce p te d  for this volum e. T he rev ie w  of this li te ra tu re  a cc o r-
ding to p artic u la r prob lem s discussed in it h as been  p rov ided  b y  se v e -
ra l pub lica tions39. A m ong them  of specia l in te re s t is the  w ork  of J. R ey -
chman, in w hich the  au tho r p re sen ted  in  a  com prehens ive  m anne r the 
consecu tive  stream s of the  Polish ex iles  to  this reg ion  as w ell as all 
th e  o thers w ho w ere  com ing th e re  for o ther reasons , and ch aracte riz ed  
these  g roups of Poles and  pa rtic u la r persons. M ost of his a tte n t io n  w as 
focussed on the  co n trib u tion  of tho se  people  to  ou r b e tte r  know ledge 
about the  region. T he a utho r a lso points a t  the fac t tha t h ard  du ties 
and arduous  w o rk  perfo rm ed  by  them  w e re  com bined w ith  a ca refu l 
observation  of the  n a tu re  an d  people. L. R ubach chose for his stud ies 
tha t g roup of Poles w ho had  co n tribu te d  sign ifican tly  to  the  industria l 
developm ent of th e  reg ion40. A m ong o thers, he describes P. Potocki — 
— the  a u th o r of the  first p ro je c t of ex tra c ting  crude  oil from  the  sea  
bottom, w hich w as applied in 1922, and B. S ia tkow ski —  a designer 
and constructo r of the  T ra nscauc asian  ra ilw ay. N ex t, he  describes the 
con tribu tions of T. G orczycki to  c o nd u ction  of the  oil p ipeline  from  
Baku to  Batumi, a nd  the Polish geo log ist —  J. C hodźko, w ho d iscovered 
m any m inera l deposits. P artic ipation  of the  Polish a rc h ite c ts in exp an -
sion and  co nstruction  of the  A zerbaijan i tow ns w as ou tlined  in, ano ther 
pa rt of this artic le .

It is w orth  noting th a t there  a re  num erous pub lications of supple-

39 J. R e у  с h m  a n, P o la c y  w  gó rac h  K a u k a z u  d o  k o ń c a  X I X  w .  [P o les in m ou n -
ta in s  of th e  C a u ca su s till th e  end  of 19th c c n tu ry ] ,  „ W ie rc h y "  1954, p. 19— Ж  
В. B a r a n o w s k i ,  Z d z i e j ó w  p o l s k o -g r u z iń s k i c h  s t o s u n k ó w  k u l tu r a l n y c h  z p o ł o w y  
X I X  w i e k u  (o p i s y  G r u z j i  M a t e u s z a  G r a l e w s k i e g o )  [O n th e  h is to ry  o f th e  P olis h -G eor -  
çiian c u ltu ra l re la tio n s  from  th e  m id-19th  c e n tu ry  (M ateusz  G ra lew sk i's  d e sc rip tio n s  
of G e o rg ia], „Ann iles U n iv e rsi ta t is  M a riae  C ur ie-S k łod o w sk a "  1976, se c . F, v o l . 29, 
p. 175— 182; i d e m ,  P o ls k o - a z e r b e j d ż a ń s k i e  s to s u n k i  k u l t u r a ln e  [P o l ish -A ze rb a ija n i  
c u ltu ra l r e la tio n s ] ; i d e m ,  P o ls k ie  z a i n te r e s o w a n i a  z X V II I  i X I X  w i e k u .  K u lt u r a  
G r u z j i [Polish in te re s ts  from  18th a nd  19th c en tu r ies . C u ltu re  o f G e o rg ia ] , W r o-
claw — Łódź 1982; J. F d b i a ń s k i ,  P ó ł n o c n y  K a u k a z  p r z e ło m u  X V II I  i X I X  w .  
w  ś w i e t l e  r e la c j i  Jan a  P o t o c k ie g o  [N or the rn  C a u ca su s at th e  turn  of 18th an d  
19th c e n tu r ie s in th e  l igh t o f J<in Pototeki's r e la t io n s] ,  „E tnografia  P o lsk a"  1971, 
No. 1, p. 249— 283; A. C h o d u b s k i ,  I n te l ig e n c j a  p o ls k a  w  A z e r b e j d ż a n i e  w  k o ń -
cu X IX  w i e k u  i na p o c z a jk u  X X  w i e k u  [Polish in te l lig e n tsia  in  A ze rb a ija n  a t th e  
e nd  of 19th an d  b e g in n in g  of 20th c e n tu r ie s ],  „ P rz eg lą d  P olo n ijn y"  1983, N o . 1,
о 39— 47; A. W o ź n i a k ,  K u l tu r a  l u d o w a  w  G r u z j i  w  r e l ac j ac h  p o l s k i c h  p o c z ą t -
k ó w  X X  w .  [Folk c u ltu re  of G eo rg ia  in P olish  r ela tion s  from  th e  e a rly  20th  
c e n tu ry ],  „E tnog rafia  P o lsk a "  1983, N o. 1, p. 297— 320.

40 L. R u b a c h ,  O P ola ka c h  —  p io n ie r a c h  p r z e m y s ł u  n a K a u k a z i e  i Z a k a u k a -
ziu  [A bout Po les —  p io n e er s of in d u s try  in  th e  C au ca su s an d in  T r a n s c a u c a sia ] , 
„P ro ble m y " 1970, No. 4, p. 239— 240.



m enta ry  na tu re  in re la tio n  to this review . T hey  are  u sually  of repo rt 
and popu lar type , bu t they  allow  to e n ric h  considerab ly  our know ledge 
ab ou t this region. A p a r t of these artic le s can be found in a popu lar 
m agazine „Poznaj św iat". T hese  artic le s due to the ir ch ara c ter are  not 
an  objec t of the p resen t rev iew .

The perform ed an aly s is  of the pub lica tions devo ted  to the  C aucasus 
in the  Polish li te ra tu re  has rev eale d  tha t there  are  m issing big and com -
p rehens ive  w orks tha t w ould be p resen ting  this reg ion is a de ta iled  and 
m u lti-la tera l w ay . On the  o ther hand, we can  find gu ite  a big num ber 
of publica tions d iscussing v ario us  se lec ted problem s of the region. The 
sub jec ts of these  pub lications ha ve  not been chosen in a ny  system atic  
w ay, w h ich is a resu lt on ind iv idual in terests  and contac ts  of the ir 
authors. The Polish li te ra tu re  provides a re la tive ly  good insight into 
this reg ion  of the w orld in the area  of n a tu ra l env ironm e n t and e thno -
g raph ic al problem s. This r ich  li te ra tu re  is a re su lt of field studies, w hich 
w e re  c a rried  out, how ever, gu ite  a long tim e ago, w ith  a part of it 
com ing from  the tu rn  of 19th cen tury . A sign ifican t portion of the Polish 
l ite ra tu re  deals w ith  ac tiv ities  of the Poles in the C auca sian  region.

T he con tem porary  problem s concerning social, econom ic and po li-
tical re la tions of the  countries situated in T ranscaucasia  have  received 
a g re a t deal of a tte n tion  in th e  Polish l ite ra tu re , as w ell as in the T ra ns-
caucasia n li te ra tu re  reflecting scientific con tac ts be tw een  the  specia lists 
from various  areas.

In s titu te  o f E conom ic  G eogra p h y  
an d S p atia l O rgan iza tion ,  

U n ive r sity  of Łódź

Joa n n a  K o tl lc k a  

K A U K A Z  W  POLSKIEJ LITERATURZE GE OGR AFICZ NE J

W  ar ty k u le  d o k o n an o  p rzeg ląd u  p o lsk ie g o  p iśm ien n ictw a  g eo g r a f ic zn e g o  o b e j -
m u jąc eg o  r eg io n  K au k azu. A u tork a  s taw ia  so b ie  za c e l o k r e ś le n ie  m o żl iw o ść ,  
p ozn an ia  teg o  reg io n u  g eo g r a ficz n e g o  n a  p o d staw ie  p o lsk iej  litera tu ry . P rze d m io-
tem  o b ję ta  je st liter a tu r a  m o gąc a  z a in te r es ow ać  g eog rafa , a w ię c  litera tu ra  
g eo g r af ic z n a  or az  lite ra tu ra  d zied zin  p o k r ew n y ch . P rzed m iotem  o c e n y  s ta ły  s ię  praco  
w y d a n e  w  p o ls k ic h  c zas op ism ac h  i d ru k ach  zw ar tyc h , n ie z a leż n ie  od n a ro d o w o śc i  
au tora  i j ę zy k a  w  jak im  p raca  z o s ta ła  o p u b lik ow an a .

O p r ac ow a n ie  o b e jm u je  w  z as a d z ie  l ite ra tu rę  o s ta tn ie go  40 -lec ia , c h o ć  w  p e w -
n y c h  p rob lem ach  s ię g a  ok res u  w c z e ś n ie j s z eg o .

U k ład  p rac y  je s t c h a ra k te ry s ty c zn y  d la  g eog rafic zn yc h  u ję ć  r eg io n aln y c h . R oz-



p o cz yn a  ją p rze g ląd  li te r a tu r y  p rz yro d n iczej , n a stęp n ie  o m ów io n o  p o z y c je  na te m a ty  
g osp o d a rc ze  i sp o łec z n e,  d a le j zaś p ro b le m aty k a  w  li te ra tu r ze  d zied zin  p ok re w n yc h ,  
le ż ą c a  w  z a in te r es o w a n ia ch  g eog rafa . W  w y b o r ze  z o s ta ły  u w z g lę d n io n e  p u b lik a cje  
o m aw ia ją ce  w k ła d  P o la k ó w -z e s ła ń c ó w  w  p o zn a n ie , prace  b ad a w cze  i d z ia ła ln oś ć  
g osp od arcz ą  p row a d zon ą  na Z ak au k aziu .

W  w y n ik u  p r zep row ad z on e j a n a lizy  z a w ar toś c i p o ls k iej  li te r a tu r y  na tem at  
K au kazu  s tw ie rd z on o , że  Jest ona  n iep e łn a .  P rze d staw ia  p rob lem y w y r y w k o w o  
i fr agm en tary czn ie . Brak jest zar ów n o  o p r aco w a ń  k o m p le k so w y ch  dla c a łe g o  r e-
g ion u  lu b jeg o  c z ę ś c i , jak też  sz er ok ic h  o p r ac ow a ń  p ro b lem o w yc h . N a le ż y  p o d -
k reśl ić , iż w s p ó łcz es n e  za g ad n ien ia  w  d u żym  stop n iu  z o s ta ły  p rz ed s ta w io n e w  p o l-
s k ie j  liter a tu r ze  p rzez  Z ak au k azian .


