


TR

| 108 Stanislaw Paczka, Aleksander Rondeii

Villenage in the Caucasus region and the reluctance of the
authorities to develop the economy of the region did not favour
~ progress. Some changes occured only towards the end of the 19-th
century. It was due to the exploitation of the existing mineral resources
and the construction of a railroad from Baku on the Caspian Sea to
Batumi on the Black Sea. This region remained, however, an agricultu-
ral area with some craft and trade but without a big industry.
The Caucasian Soviet Socialist Federal Republic (ZSFSR) including
Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia came into being in 1922 as a result
of the October Revolution and the Russian Civil War. That political
body had existed up to 1936 when those republics became Soviet repu-
blics. The Caucasian region obtained the possibilities of development
only in the conditions of the socialist system. '
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Ryc. 1. The geographiéal situation of the Caucasian region

The pilitical authorities decided to industrialize that region ard to
abolish the existing backwardness. Introduction of textile industry into
that region became one of the mieans of economic development., That
industry had there both the reserves of labour force and the local raw
‘materials base; in the Caucasian region the people cultivated cotton,
silkworms, and bred sheep. The cultivation of cotton began in the second
half of the mineteenth century but the textile raw materials (silk, cot-
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The Armenian Socialist Republic attained the highest figures in
respect of cotton fabrics, underwear, stockings, socks and knitted
articles per head of population. Azerbaijan excelled in production of
woollen fabrics and Georgia excelled in production of silk fabrics
(Table 2).

Table 2

Textile production in the Caucasian republics in 1940 and 1975

Increase of production per
1 inhabitant in 1940—1975 in

Volume of R‘:e ‘t)lf running meters, pieces and
Kinds of products  Unit production prorouwcthon pairs '
‘ 1940 1075 |gq0-q00 Arme Azerbai-  Geor-
ol nian jan gian
Ty SSR SSR SSR
Cotton fabrics minofm 76,3 2918 382 15,6 74 134
Woollen fabrics mln of m 2,4 22,3 929 17 2,q 0,6
Silk fabrics mln of m 57 92,7 1 626 6,3 56" 7.2
Knitted underwear mln of
pieces 9,7 85,2 878 15,2 17 34
Knitwear mln of
pieces 3.2 38,3 1197 4,7 14 25
Hosiery mln of
pairs 33,5 100,3 299 48 14 4,1

Source: Narodnoje khoryajstvo SSSR v 1974 g. Statisticheskij jezhegodnik, Moskva 1975, p. 91
Narodnoje khozyajstvo SSSR v 1975 g., Statisticheskij jezhegodnik, Moskva 1976, p. 10.

In 1940—1975 the Caucasian Republics have become an important
area of not only raw materials production but also of cotton, wool,
and silk processing industries. The region is an example of a macro-
region where local interests are coordinated with those of the USSR.
The share of the Caucasian republics in the overall production of
the Soviet Union in 1976 was 9.2% in the underwear and 8.4% in
knitted clothes. Their contributions to the Union production of silk,
rayon, woollen and cotton fabrics were 6.1%, 4.1% and 3.6% respec-
tively. Considering the fact that this macroregion occupies only

"0.8% of the country's area and is inhabited by 5.5% of the country's

population, the above-mentioned figures prove the importance of the
Caucasian republics in the national economy. The macroregion not
only meets most of its owns mneeds but also sends its articles to
other republics. The Caucasian republics' export mot only some
textile raw materials, but also the following articles: fabrics, under-
wear, knitted garments, stockings socks and carpets. Production of
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an increase of irrigation canals were responsible for a considerable
growth of cotton production. In 1940 cotton production rose to 68 200
tons and in 1975 to 177 800 tons, which constituted 6.7% of the overall
Soviet production, Cotton was almost entirely grown in the Azerbaijan
Republic. The endeavours undertaken in the 1950's to extend the area

of cultivation to Armenia and Georgia did not prove to be profitable

and were given up (similarly in the Ukraine and in Moldavia). As far
as production of cotton is concerned the Caucasian republics are second
to the Russian Republics of Central Asia: Uzbek SSR, Turkmenian SSR
and Tajik SSR. Azerbaijan produces ten times less ,white gold” than
Uzbek SSR. In the Caucasian region cotton is mainly grown in the
Kura-Araksin Plains and in the Mugan Steppe which are irrigated by
the water from the rivers Kura and Araksin, The area under cotton
cultivation is in the Caucasian area over twice larger than before the
World War | owing to the development of irrigation systems. The
yields per hectare are high, In 1976'the yields obtained from cotton
plantations in Azerbaijan were 30—40 g of cotton. Considerable quanti-
ties of specialy valuable long staple cotton are obtained here, too.
The Azerbaijan cotton is partly processed in the Caucasus but large
quantities are exported -to other regions of the USSR or abroad.

Natural silk also remains a traditional textile raw material in the
Caucasian region. In contrast to cotton plantations concentrated in the
Azerbaijan socialist republic natural silk is produced in all the re-
publics of the macroregion. Mulberry silkworms and scrub oak silk-
worms have been cultivated in the pegion for many centuries. Silk-
worms were cultivated in every fifth farme in Nukha Azerbaijan
(Sheki) and Kutaisi were important centres of silk production. About
350 tons of raw silk were produced in the Caucasian region in 1973.
It should be said, however, that Caucasian sericulture was more
extensive than intensive and that it suffered great losses during the
Civil War. : :

In 1940 the Caucasian macroregion supplied over 1/3 of the coun-
try's production of natural silk. Though production increased that share
continued to decrease because after the World War II, the sericulture
developed in the new territories: the Ukraine and Moldavia (Table 4).
Production of cocoons and raw silk increased also in the republics of
Central Asia particularly in the Uzbek SSR which can now bhoast over
1/3 of silk filatures in the country.. ,

E. V. Rubinov¢ while drawing attention to a relative drop of Cauca-
sian production of cocoons in the post-war period stresses that Azer-

4E V. Rubinov, Proisvodstvo kokonov i shelka syrca v SSSR, [in:] Spra-

_vochnik po shelkosyryu i kokonomotaniyu, Moskva 1971, p. &.
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SSR carpet factories are located in the towns: Artik, Dilizan, Goris,
Idgevan, Kamo, Kafan, Kirovakan, Razdan, Sevan, Spitak, Stepanavan,
Yerevan and also in such villages as Uparan, Basargrechtar, Echegna-
dzer, Martumi, Sisian, Shakhnazar and Wierin Talin. Armenia is the
largest carpet producer in the Caucasian region but in 1940 it produced
only 16 900 square meters of carpets. The production in this republic
rose to 2500 000 square meters in 1976, In 1970 the share of the Arme-
nian SSR in the country's production of pure wool and half-wool carpe-
ting was about 10%. This figure clearly demonstrates the high rank
- of Armenian carpet industries in the interregional distribution of
labour.

Carpet production in the Azerbaijan SSR is concentrated in Agdam,
Divichi, Kazach, Kirovabad, Kuba, Kusary, Shemakka, Shusha and
Konagkent. Azerbaijan occupies the second place in production of
carpets, rugs and tapestry in the Caucasian region. The production of
these products in 1976 reached 1800000 square meters. The production

- of this textile branch does not fully meet the local market requirements
all the more as some part of the production is sent to other regions of
the country or exported.
The Caucasian textile industry, as it has a!lready been pointed out, ’
developed in the times of socialist construction, especially after World
War II (Table 18). At present the textile industry is an inbegral part
of the Caucasian economy and is closely connected with the local raw
materials base (in contrast to most textile branches in the European
part of the USSR).
The problems of textile industry development can be compared with
the problems of textile industry in Russian Central Asia where this
industny was also built from the beginning. .
In this article it is difficuit to show various problems connected
with the discussed branch all the more as in particular republics there
exist specific demographic and economic conditions which determine
the functionnig of textile industry. The textile mills constructed in
the Caucasian region represented quite frequently a compromise
between the interests of particular republics with those of the whole
country. Interpretation of these interests is extremely difficult. The
~ problems of changes in the territorial and branch structure of the

Caucasian textile industry as well as its distribution (Table 19) have
been presented in the article only as an outline of the situation. There
were various reasons why the problems could not be fully examined.
The authors had only ordinary statical data and literature at their
disposal. The authors did not have detailed information about employ-
ment, productivity of men and machines, value of production in parti-












Ryc, 2. Distribution and branch structure of textile industry in the Caucasian region
1 = cotton ginning plants, 2 — cotton industry, 3 — woollen industry, 4 — silk and rayon industry,

5 = knitting hosiery industry, 6 — carpeting and rug industry, 7 — chemical fiber industry,
8 — habrdashery industry, 9 — rapublic boundaries, 10 — state boundaries, A — small and medium
textile centre, B — .large textile centres

tres. Sometimes it was necessary to bring workers here from other

regions of the USSR. The position of textile industry became stronger

in Soviet times especially after the end of World War II. Like extrac-

ting indusiries and other processing industries, textile industry has

become an essential factor of industrialization and stimulation of econo-
© mic activity.

As it has been'previously mentioned, textile industry in the Cauca-
sian region was located near raw materials centres. A fuller realiza-
tion of that principle could, however, take place with the development
of cotton cultivation, mechanization of harvest and replacement of
primitive methods of cotton processing by industrial methods. Construc-
tion of filatures was also essential. The construction of textile industry
in the Caucasian region had to be preceded by technical infrastructure
development of vocational education, birth of textile machinery in-
dustry and so on. Such an infrastructure was established here. We






