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Often, however, there exists only one cultural structure in big and
medium sized villages; for example: the 8-years school (or elementary
school), kolkhoz club, library, obstetrical (accoucheuse) centre or shop.
82 village settlements have one or two service structures. There are
nearly no communication structures and living-condition services' in
more than a half of the villages under study. In some cases there are
even no health-protection structures.

Poor equipment of the settlements often results from a small number
of inhabitants because such investments are unprofitable. There are no
big towns in the investigated area, but the existing ones are very inte-
resting and distinguish themselves from other towns of the republic
and Soviet Union due to their type and geographical conditions. In
the recent years a new factor — agricultural and food indusftry, con-
nected with the processing of agricultural products came into being
in place of typical town-making factors (i.e. industry, transport, admini-
stration and cultural-educational functions).

In the discussed zone, 31.7% of town inhabitants of the republic
live in 39 towns. The question of density is particularly intersting.
While there is one town for each 700 km? (in the inhabited areas only)
in the republic, there is one for each 285 km? in the subtropical zone.
That zone then abounds in town settlements. Towns in the investigated
area have been divided into:

— big (over 100 000 inhabitants)

— average (50 000 — 100 000 inhabitants)

— demi-average (20 000 — 50 000 inhabitants) ¥
— small (less than 20 000 inhabitants)

' The greatest number of town-inhabitants is grouped in big and
average towns, i.e. Kutaisi, Sukhumi, Batumi, Zugdidi, Tkibuli, Okhakaja,
Tkvarcheli, Gagra, Samtredja, Makharadzhe.

From among the towns of subnroplcal zone, following 7 functional
types have been distinguished:

1. Multi-functional towns (best developed) — Kutaisi, Batumi,
Sukhumi.

2. Industrial (connected with the mining industry) —— Tkvarcheli,

Tkibuli, Zugdidi.

3. Transport-industrial — Poti, Samtredya, Oohamchirra

4. Towns of mixed type — Makhaxrajdzhe, Okhakaya, Culukidzhe,
Lanchkhuti.
- 5, Towns — health resorts, as: Kobuleti, Chekaltubo, Gagra.

6. Administrative towns with service function for the agricultural
areas with developed agricultural and food industries: Calendzhikha,
Majkoski, Vani, Glegiechkory, Chkhorodzk, Khobi, Chokhatura.
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to Makharadzha live in 39 settlements of that region. Those people
mainly inhabit villages placed along the train and bus tracks, 10—15
km from the centre (30—50 minutes).

Such migrations become smaller (and even disappear) with the
distance from town to village reaching 30 km. It is clear that people
coming fo work also use the servicing amenities of the town.

Mulukidze is zone of the smaller towns of Nizna Imeriti. Marketing
services prevail there. The town is placed 28 km from the northern
border and 6 km from the southern border. Village settlements which
lie 10 km from 'the town can easily reach it, owing to the main car-
-communication routes. These roads connect town and village settle-
ments of the region with nearby important service centres (Kutaisi,
Khaltuho, Samtredia).

Gali is one of the town of Abkhazia, placed near the main trunk-
-line and arterial road. It is better provided with numerous marketing
amenities that in cultural ones. There are many small village settle-
ments on the neighbouring hills. The Galski region has close transport
relations with the towns: Zugdidi and Ochamchira. People living near
them prefer to use their services for they are also an outlet for the
agricultural surpluses.

Culture and health-protection structures in the towns' of the region
under research are suited to present requirements and planning norms.
Commercial and cultural amenities of all these towns are equipped
according to present-day requirements and are grouped in commercial
centres and also in .establishments of cultural amenities”.

Rendering them accessible to the total populalion is now the most
imporlant task. The improvement of communication with the centre and
other settlements of the region helps to realize those plans.

Summing up, we can distinguish three following groups of service
centres in the Sublropical Zone of Georgia (according to the role they
play in service system):

1) local importance — rural settlements with cultural amenities,
(daily. periodical, and episodic),

Some of them are the administrative centres of the regions,

2) inter-regional importance — average towns that have cultural
amenities (periodical and episodical) for meighbouring regions' settle-
ments, =

3) towns of republican importance and administrative centres with
developped cultural and unique institutions for the inhabitants of neigh-
bouring towns and regions.
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