








| 54 A . Czestawa Kulesza

1763—1792 the frontier belt ran along the Kuban and the Terek. That
belt was settled by the so-called line Cossacks??,

The neighbourhood of Cossacks and Chechens gave rise to numerous
Russian-mountaineer clashes. After Georgia (1801—1810) and Azerbaijan
(1803—1813) became parts of Russia it turned out that their teritories
are separated from ‘the Russian Empire by the Tschechen land, Upper
Dagestan and northern-western Caucasus?®,

Warrier mountaineer tribes created a lot of interest in that region

- threatening the so-called Georgian war way, the main transport way
with Russia. The situation was not changed when Dagestan was legally
incorporated into Russia in 181314,

The growth of Muslim fanaticism added to the already hostile
feelings of the mountaineers in the Eastern Caucasus. The new move-
ment proclaimed ,the sacred war" against the infidels. The ideologists
of muridism declared that a Muslim should not be somebody's subject
and that the first duty of a Muslim was the sacred war for freedom
and the second duty the completion of Shaviat¥, Muridism also assumed
the equality of all Muslims. Kazi Mulla, an ardent follower of muridism
stood at the head of Chechens' uprising against Russia, He was proclai-
med iman in 1828. The religious fanatism of the murids, their hate
towards the mon-Muslims isolated them from other mnations and made
unity of all Caucasus nations in the wight against independence
impossible. p

Some Dagestan pro-Russian feudal lords did not want to acknowledge
the iman's authority and refused to take part in the war. Peasants left
the murid movement after the iman had not kept his promise to

-liquidate social differences!®, The wuprising was put down by the
Russian army and the iman fell in a battle.

After the defeat of Kazi Mulla the murids were headed by Gamzat
Bek whose cruelty towards the family of avar hans brought on his
death in 1834, The Dagestani Shamil, Kazi Mulla's disciple turned out
to be the most outstanding among the imans. As he was gifted with
extracrdinary mililary and organisation capabilities he was able to
considerably extend war operations. Shamil succeeded in uniting the
mountaineers and ‘to subordinate local feudal lords. Relying on free

®Inglot, op. cit, p. 539, .
13 Bolshaya Sovjetskaya Ehntsiklopjediya, vol. 11, Moskva 1972, p. 119 (further
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