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vists, enthusiasts, and writara while convoying many qognitivc_
' contents do not allow to draw any generalized conclusions that
~ ‘could be interpolated on a wider scale. The works of the author
‘and his colleagues aim at showing the cultural life in the vil-
lage in its diverse aspects, and according to diverse methodo-
logical approaches. We also intend to perform s comparison of
the prevailing image of cultural 1life in villages through com=
. paring analyses of chosen fragments .of the cultural (social) re-
ality in the final stage of our studies. - ;
- For the title of my subject I have chosen’ 'Forus of recre~
ation of rural population” to be able to encompass‘a ‘wide range
. of problems not restricted by the traditional sense of "leisure
~ time® or cultural life. In the first stage of our analysis we
~want to enumerate these forma of nop-produotivo activity, which
;hre.t:aeted'ag recreation in the village ‘inhabitanta? minda or,
it i3 worth noting here, they are such recreation of vhich the
: inhabitants are not ! aware. An example of such activity, vhich :
- 1s not verbalized as recreational behavioura, are behaviours
~ connected with the most broadly understood religious life, and
_with various actions connected with this life, In our epiniou,"
‘religious life, participation in church practices apart tron
. their spiritual tunctiona afford a possibility of recreation, .
: Qur analysis will be carried out by determination of multi-
plicity of institutions, first of all, through their enumeration
_and characterization, We are interested in accurate and  pos=
sibly complete enumeration and description of all these instr
tutions and organizationS, which in real 1ife - or perhaps poten-‘
" tially 1111 up the . non-productive time of village population.
'We assume that one of these functions is _recreation, .rest,f
' Wnile analyzing this phenomenon it should be remembered ~ that
recreation takes place when we relax and regenerate ourselves
physically and psychically. Accordingly, this “"physical® . and
Mspiritual® differentiation of recreation will help us to ana=
lyze fully its functions. Besides these functions, it is our
task to determine a multiplicity of others such as sociable,
economic, snciomeducational etc, Each one of them can be found
acgording to us in the analyzed institutions .and organizations.
We also assume that in the analysis  of phenomena  interesting
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; covcrt -and ov:rt aiglit%ennoe is'a tqsk 1ntorest1ng in 1tsolt cl
At reveals a nev image of institutions and human behaviours. It
may show that in human behaviours there are hidden significant
‘elements, that some of them are signs, symbols ete. Accordingly,

‘they have their important role in the social life ~ their ana-
lysis appears to be necessary as without their  understanding

_our knowledge about them would be less complete, Omitting this

" last mentioned aspect, Lt represents certainly a new field of

analysis and approach to culture, Consequently, it enriches its

_ analysis, knowledge about 1t and its interpretation.

2, Within the framework of analysis of particular functions,
it is necessary to distinguish a significant <function as an
- element of the function accompanied by its ‘fuller analysis,This
. aspect may lead, however, to somewhat "forcible! seeking out

of significant elements ' ~and their description although Ln rea=
lity they appear ‘to an 1nzisnificant extent and do  mnot play-

.any major role. At this stage of our study it will be possible
to elabarate methods of attaining and determining  meanings

vbaing significant for an analyzed phenomenon. It would thus be
the next - further stage of work and analysis. ; PicL s

* 3. Determination of functions of significance, - that is
treating an element of semiotic analysis as an examined insti-
"tutlon and differentiation of its functions through description
of activity modes would be an element Jjoining the above fields
of analysis, This multiplicity of functions e.g. symbol,  sign
- would be the next stage paving the way tor fuller descriptieh
of, problems we are Lnterested in, :

4. Knowing certain. significant elements Ifrom previous analy-
"sis it is necessary to seek them in other analyzed institutions
and organizations, or to seek similar elements, which might ul-
timately allow to create a certain scheme of these institutions
and organizations with an inseparable element being M"signifi-
cant element®, In this way it would be an attempt at. creatinsﬂ
a model of institutions enriched by semiotic approach.
~+ The sbove discussion is an attempt at presenting an outline
~ of the author's interests. Ve are aware of the working charac=
ter of the above presentations the aim of which is an -_attempt :

at systematization of problems interesting for us. This dis-
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 of our research, It should be stated that we are 1nteroat¢d " 4n

all forms of recreation, and thus not only the so-called -101-,

sure time but slso everything that could be termed semi-leisure
time. We assume here that any form of non-professional 1nvolv07
ment is a voluntary <form ensuing from one’s. wishes and interests,
social and cultural conditions, such as the influence of the
‘family, neighbourly group, religion, tradition, authorities etc,
Thus, this . voluntary igyolvement in any kind of activity is re-
stricted by habita.'fﬁVen more - by customs, however, in the con-
temporary changing and modernizing culture its impact is much
bigger. The research will encompass both traditional ‘and  con-

temporary instltutions and organizations the functions of which

are undergoing changes. We shall be, accordingly, interested in
these changes themselves as well as in their causes and ef-
fects for the very existence and forms of their functioning. It
~has been decided that our attention will be restricted to rural
areas since the research object and, namely, leisure time and
recreation represent an object differing in character from

small-town life for cultural, denographlc. and ecological rea-

sons, ‘This researeh object calls for, as it will be expl&ined

later on, further restraints and more precise deteruination_

: dde to many factors. 1In this situatidn, we are going to study
the real activity and influence of institutions and organiza-

" tions and not forms of . activity envisaged in ‘thelr statutes.

Thisa reservation is necessary 1if we take into account the fact

‘that rural areas oftentime witnesS nonstatutory "and nontradit-

ional organization of varlous recreation ~forms and ways of

spendins leisure time by ‘different inatitutions and organiza= .
tions,  which would never by associated by’ a neutral observer

~ with this type of" activity. For example,  the Folk Sports Asso-
ciatlons may be an organizer of folk galeties connected ~ with
consumption of alcohol in order - to supplement thelr-budge38;/We
_alsc assume that in the first stage of our studies these pro-

biems will be carefully analyzed without compiling any reports i3

: of.statistiqal_character. The assumption made by us here is
that gqualitative analysis will provide the fullest insight
“into these problems and afford prerequilites for further quan-
titative studies. I would just like to nention here that analyais



i

-

. Forms of 80cr¢|tien ok ; R .5

‘of the’ literature of thc subaect londs to a conclusion that thero "

_were +too many studies of statistical character which  would
not always provide an insight into a real nature of social . and
cultural transformations in Pnlnnd due to their solely quantita-
tive approach. They failed to explicate causes of phenomena. hu-
man motivations, and diverse social, demographic etc. deter=
minants of these phanonenn and motivations. : ;

& The above remarks indicate that the obJect of our studies

' may be roughly described as quantitative, functional, and partly
semiotic analysis of forms of spending lelsuro time otherwise
known as recreation forms. . :

Ve shall be analyzing village 1nnt1tntions and orgaﬁ&ziti‘
1ons, perceived as organizational forms, which either group peo-
ple or group them around themselves. Obviocusly, 1n our rescarehl :

- object these institutions are undnrstood as ‘forms of grouping,
human formations which aatlaty‘ human needs. tccordingly, these
institutions will be understood here dually, on the one hand,
as organizttional forms, and on the- other hand - in their func=
tional sense - as forms satisfying human needs. Ve shall bq;
interested in different {institutions with regard to their degree
of formalization, genesis, duration, range of influence. In a
time interval we shall distinguish those which were already
operating before the Second World War and those  which were

. operating -after the war. Prevar and postwar were also difterbnu'”'
tiated in time as a result of ‘agrarian reforms, 3overnnant and
economic crises. Such and other events were changing the eco~

me nOmic, soclal, political and idcological picture of the wvile
lage which was followed by changea in organizations and lnatl-

dtutlons. their range and possibilities of influence, aims and
tasks. Thus, it will be necessary to determine in our studies. s
which events exerted an influence on changes in cultural life
of the village, its leisure time and modes of recreation.  Of
course, an object of our analysis will be functions and their

‘significant elements, which implies that we shall not be An- ,

_terested only in people, their behaviours or responses. In ‘this
situation, man - a concerete inhabitant of a village will be
supplier of answers and information through verbalization  of

" his experience, attitudes, description of situations, We shall .
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be looking at culture of the village not just through an indi~
vidual man, but through a village dweller and his personality
in order to disclose 1its unknown values, new significance. Ho- '
wever, in the empirical procesb alone we shall be, in principle,
~ talking with an individual. In principle, as I do not exclude
& possibllity of conducting 'an interview with several persons,
‘members 2.8 of one village family. As the object of our stu=
‘dies are to be villagé‘ institutions and organizations we must
assume that interviews will be carried out with different vil-
lage dwellers including = the oldest inhabitants and . school
youth, We assume here that the youngest have not developed a
precise Weltanschauung yet, their behaviours are as a rule a
copy of adult models, they do not . -have a critical ‘attitude to
vwhat they are doing. Hence, we shall be examining young people
who have already. completed their priuary education, Of . course,
such a wide diversity of the respondents’ age will call for
application of ditferentiated research mathoda and instrumenta. R
which will be described later on. :

What is'the aim of such studies. The author or the concept
and his co-workers have been dealing with studies on culture
in its wider and more narrow sense for several years now, - thby
have been interested in the culture of both traditional and'-
contemporary village. In the course of studies a lot of atten-
tion has been devoted to problems of the cultural policy in
relation to the village. As it was mentionad earlier these in-
terests had- produced doctoral and master's dissertations - pre=--
pared in the Department of Ethnography at the University of
t6dz. Among others, these studies allowed to "reach a  conclu=
sion -that a diversified and complex situation of the present-day
village requires constant analyses. On the one hand, it should
help describe the culture of traditional village more  fully,
while, on the other hand, it should allow to describe the cul~-
ture of contemporary village in all its complexity. This  des~
cription 15 enriched all the time with new approaches, new ine

tcrpraetations, and new explanations. It provides an ~ oppor=
tunity of understanding better the real situation,  determine
irections of transformations and trends in these  transfor-

matiouns. We proceed from an assumption that these transtor-
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utiou are ottmtm of apont-n-ous and uucontroned character
and tholr ultimate result is sometimes hard to predict. This
but further coopucam already difffcult and complex problems
of cultural life in the contolporary village. Our most general
and ultimate aim, epart from enriching knowledge about cultural
life in the village, is an attempt at paving the way for futu-
re forecasting of diroctiou and ways of changes in the rural
pulture. In the course of our studies, through enalysis of phe- .
" nomena being 'interesting for us we would like to establish some
'Al,guldonnu concerning the way t:luu prohlm should be appma-'
: ohod.. ¥We would like to answer a question 1if and to what dogru

= g § ‘i pouiblo to plan and steer the ullaso cultux-o, as we as-

sume that such planning and steering are necessary for the fu-
ture cultural ~development of village dwellers, We wish to show
that the preyious cultural policy has been oncounurlng unsol= Ao
ved probleu such as those related to amateur artistic  produc-

; tioas. 1n1tnt1ves lprmlu fm village dveuou. folk and
pseudofolk creativeness, folklore and folklorism. Our further
‘task will be to indicate that there exist personnel ~problems
in these mututiom, this personnel must receive apociauud'
‘and organizational " training as well as ponibintiu of oper-
ating within and influencing the rural environment. This task
will be aoco-puohod through our attnpts of presenting institu-
tionalization of many forms of the village cultural life. And
thus, for example, we believe that the system of Rural Commune -
Centres of Culture, d-spito its usunptions. does not mru
its role of pro-otlns cul.tun in the village and organizing its
cultural life. This is due to the fact that contrary to their
‘original plans Rural Commune Centres of Culture do not operate
in all administrative communes (mainly because of economic ,and'
~organizational reasons), end wherever they operate their - ef-
forts are focusud on rural commune centrca bypusins other sotv
tlement units belonging to a given commune., It is not hard to
guess consequences of such a situation., That is why in the as-
sumed aims of our activity alongside scientific - theoretical ‘
‘elements there should be also found practical aims, which might
~ at least we hope 80 - contribute to positive changes in the
picture of cultural life, way of recreation and entertainments
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© in'the village. We are obyiously aware of limited possibilities

‘of exerting an influence on day-to-day activities by the sclen-
. tific environment. That should not, and I hope it will not un-
" dermine our serious approach to the practical aspect of the
* planned studies. - - : F S,

Marcin Piotrowski

'FORMY REKREACJT LUDNOSCI WSI

g Artykul jest prébg konceptualizac)i projektu badard autora na
~temat form rekreacji - rozumianej Jako wszystko teo, co dzieje slg -
“w czasie wolnym od pracy 41 przynosi czlowiekowi - odprg2enie, od= °
. poczynek, wzbogaca jego osobowosdé, Jest tych form wiele - 2ycie
'.zggturalne, :raligigne. sgort, 2ycie towarzyskie 1t¥. Autor pra-

- gnie w plerwszej kolejnodcl poznaé i opisaé wszystkie te dzlala~
'nia ludzkie, ' a nastgpnie dokonaé ich analizy w ‘plaszczyinie
~ funkcjonalne) i semlotycznel; uwaz2ajqc, Ze .zachowanla 84 jJednym .

. z.elementdw znaczgcych ‘i aymbolicznych réwnie wazaych -3ak tra-
“dycyjnie rozumiany symwbol, znak. ‘ bR e AP VAT
Badania podjgte bzl-y‘_ w trad yanycb' 1 modernizujgcych sie
- 8rodowiskach wiejskich celem wyzgzan a réznic 1 podobledstw w
' sposobach rekreacji, wykrycia ich tradycljnego i wspélczesnego
- obrazu. Ostateczny cel pracy, obok aspektu poznawczo-naukowego,

. ma przyniedé poszerzenie wiedzy praktycznej na uzytek animatordéw
4 decydentéw sfery zycia kulturalnego ludnodci wiejskiej, =~ =




