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POLISH-DAGESTANI TIES DURING 15th CENTURY 
AND THE FIRST QUARTER OF 20th CENTURY

T he au tho rs of these lines, deal w ith the  problem  of Polish-D age- 
stan i rela tions beginning w ith 15th ce ntury, w hich are  of both sc ien -
tific and cogn itive interest. T hese tw o coun tries are  geog raphically  far 
from one ano ther, but neve rthe le ss  a lot of Poles lived in D agestan 
in different historical periods. Even now  you can  often m eet in m u lti-
national D agestan persons w ho speak Polish and consider it to be their 
na tive  tongue. The Polish-D agestanian re la tions developed in c lose con-
nection w ith the  h istorical processes w hich took p lace  in Russia, and 
they  w e re  reflected in the R ussian h is to ry . H isto rica lly  the re la tions 
betw een  these peop les began  to develop in 15th century . It w as during  
tha t period tha t trade  ties be tw een  Poland and D agestan began  to de -
velop. In 16th — 18th cen tu ries those ties w ere  lively. M erchants from 
Lwów, K am ieniec Podolski, Zamość, who w ere  m ainly Polish A rm e-
nians, cam e to D agestan. T hey im ported carpets, skin, jew ellery  and 
m any o ther things from D agestan. D uring tha t period one of the four 
m ain trade  rou tes from Poland to the East ran through D agestan. It 
w as the so-called ,,M oscow  R oad". It ra n  from  M oscow  by w ater, 
along the V olga river, to the C aspian Sea then  farth er on to D erbent. 
It w as the  safest tra de  rou te  connecting Poland w ith the East.

The Polish m issionary Tadeusz K rusiński studied the history, ge o -
graphy , traditions and custom s of the  nativ e  popu lation  here . A s a r e -
su lt of his scientific ac tiv ity  published a lot of books. T hey w e re  ded i-
ca ted to the  problem s m entioned above and w ere  a valuable  source 
for the study  of h isto ry  and  cu ltu re  of the  peoples of the  C aucasus. 
T hey w ere  w rit ten  in Latin; m uch a tte n tion  w as paid by the a u tho r 
to the  trad itions and dw ellings of D agestan.

T he Polish-D agestani re la tions s tarted  to develop  in tensivel in 19th 
ce ntury, A lot of Poles w ere  ex iled  to D agestan e a r ly  in 19th century .



T hey  had served  in the D uchy of W arsaw  and  N apoleonic  arm ies and 
had  been  taken  p risoners of w ar by the  R ussians. T hey w ere  exiled  
to  D agestan w hich w as considered to be  the m ost rem ote d istr ic t of 
Russia. A no ther sm all g roup  of Poles ag reed  to m ove to D agestan of 
the ir  ow n free  will. T hey  w e re  re ady  to do so in hope of obta in ing  
qu ick prom o tion there . A nd indeed  it w as e a sie r to m ake one 's ca ree r 
in D agestan than  in o ther pa rts of R ussia in  19th century .

T he num ber of Poles increased  in D agestan after the  Polish n a-
tional up risings; they  w ere  exiled  to D agestan, w hich w as ca lled  ,,the 
W arm  S iberia" then . D ages tan  con ta ined  th e  g re a te s t  num ber of the  
Poles w ho had been ex iled  to the  C aucasus. The g re ate s t m ilita ry  g a r-
risons w e re  sta tioned  there. In  the  D agestan  garrisons  of D erbent, Port- 
-P etrovsk (now M akhach-K ala), T em ir-K han-Shura (now Buinaksk) the 
Poles m ade up as m any as 30%  of the  w ho le  num ber of serv icem en . 
For the m ost part, th e  Polish ex iles w ere h ighly e duc are d  persons.. 
Some of them  w ere  w riters , poets, sc ientists; m any of them  w ere  s tu -
dents. F rom  the  first ye a rs  of their  stay  in  D agestan  they  began  to 
show  in te re st in  the  li te ra tu re , cu lture , w ays of life, custom s and  na -
tu re  of the p lace  they  lived in. M ateusz G ralew ski lived  in the b a r -
racks of D erbent for a  long time. A s a re su lt of the  in tere st he  show ed 
in the C aucasus m any pub lica tions appeared. A mong them  Kaukaz. 
W spom nien ia  z dw unas to le tn ie j niew oli. O pisanie kraju. Ludność. Zwy- 
cza je  i obycza je  (The C aucasus. R ecollections from 12 ye ars ' im pri-
sonm ent. D escription of the country . Popula tion. C ustom s and trad i-
tions) is of specia l in te rest. M uch a tten tion  is given  in  the  book to 
D agestan. The book contains num erous stories connected w ith D erbent 
and  its h is to rical m onum ents. H e described the  local custom s and n a r-
ra ted , for exam ple, the  e p itap h  to the  so called „victim  of love" w hich 
can be found in the o rthodox cem etery  of D erbent. The a u tho r show ed 
g re a t in terest in  the  h is to ry  of D erbent. D erben t had  a lw ays been the 
reside nce  of v icegeren ts, the  scene of num erous battles fought by  the 
K hasarrs, Persians, R om ans, A rabs and T u rks for p redom inance over it. 
The au tho r g ives tw o versions of the origin of D erbent. A ccording to the 
first one, the  fo rtress  w as bu ilt by  A lexander the  G reat. A ccording 
to the  o th er it w a s th e  son of a  S asan ide sovereign K ababa-N ushervan 
th e  Ju s t  w ho bu ilt in  6th ce n tu ry . T hen  the  a u th o r describes the  h i-
s to ry  of T em ir-K han-Shura . T he a u th o r 's  a tten tion  w as d raw n by the 
v illage  K hum tor^C ala. H e ca lled it „ the th resho ld  of D agestan . In his 
book, h e  d iscussed  th e  socio-econom ic aspect of the problem, e sp e -
c ia lly  the  trad e  tie s  of D agestan  w ith  o ther countries. T he au tho r's 
task  w as to d esc ribe  th e  a c t iv it ie s  of the  Poles w ho lived  in the  C au -
casus a t tha t time. O f specia l in te res t is the ac tiv ity  of the  Poles who



gained a good re pu ta tion  in D agestan: T elesfo r Szpakow ski, a n  arch i-
tect, w ho designed m any interesting  buildings in various a reas  of D a-
ges tan ; Ju lian  Surzycki an eng ineer, w ho des igne d  a bridge over the  
Sam ur river and the A kh ti w ater-m ain; a fam ous physic ian  G erard  
Łochikow icz and others.

M ichał B utow t-A ndrzejkow icz described  the m ultiform ity of D age-
stan ian  life w hich w as going on again st the background  of the fa s-
c inating  na tu re  of the  C aucasus. Such Polish w ri te rs  as T adeusz  Łada- 
-Zabłocki, W ładys ław  S trzelnicki, K azim ierz Ł apczyńsk i an d  others, w ho 
w ere  w ell-know n in the C aucasus, also w ro te  about D agestan. All of 
them served  in  the  garrisons of D agestan. Besides the ex iles and se r-
vicem en of Polish origin there  w ere  re p resen ta tive s of a lm ost all p ro -
fessions. Polish physicians, druggists, teachers, eng ine ers and re p re -
sen ta tives of o ther pro fessions w on especia lly  good fame. In 19th 
and the ea rly  20th cen tu ries a lot of Poles, w ho g ra dua ted  from insti-
tutions of h igher education , P etersbu rg  U n iversity  and M ining In -
stitute , w ere sen t to D agestan. Polish geologists w on good fame 
here. A mong them  w e should recall Józef C hodźko and K arol 
Bogdanowicz. Chodźko w as sent to D agestan in 1841 to do g eo -
logical exp lora tion , and he w as busy  doing it for m ore than 25 
years. H e exp lo re d the m ost inaccessible m ountain regions. H e studied 
the  geog raphy and rock form ation of the  C aucasus, carried  out ca rto -
g raph ic al w ork, m ade a  c lose study  of m inera l w a ters and w as the 
first to d raw  geo log ica l m aps of th a t region . It w as on his in itia tive  
tha t the C aucasian b ra nch  of the  R ussian G eographic Society w as fo r-
med. H e d irec ted  its activities.

For g re a t achievem ents in the  field of geolog ical exp lo ra tion  of the 
C aucasus the h ighest decorations of the R ussian G eographic Society — 
la rge  gold m edals — w e re  c on fe rred  on C hodźko and B ogdanow icz, 
K azimierz K otlicki gained  a good repu ta tion  for oil pro specting in D a-
gestan.

Polish biologists also w on good fame in D agestan. A mong them  Lud-
w ik M łokosiew icz w as far-famed as the founder of the first reservation  
of n a tu re  in R ussia, w h ere  a lot of r a re  tre e s  w e re  p la n ted  by  him 
personally. A bout 60 species of p lants w e ie  d iscovered  and described 
by him. H e acclim atized the  best species of tea and tobacco in the 
C aucasus and p ar tic u la ry  in D agestan . H e w as a c o rrespond ing  m em -
ber of m any academ ies of sciences. His w orks on the p lan t of the C au -
casus w e re  pub lished  in Petersbu rg, W arsaw , K en igberg  and Paris.

Besides ex i les  and  serv icem en  w ho live d  in  D a ges tan  in 19th and 
the e a rly  20th cen tu ries there  w e re  also Polish em ig ran ts there . T hat 
social phenom enon could be observed after 1861. The Polish em igrants



go t quick ly adap ted  and  acclim atized to the local conditions, and as 
all the Poles in Russia w on the  sym pathy  and respect of the local po-
pulation. The Poles w ere  w ell-know n here  as skilful craftsm en, indu -
strious, educated  and honest people.

The Poles p layed  an  im portan t role in the p re para tion  and building 
of the new  socialist life in D agestan. T hey w ere  ac tive  partic ipan ts of 
the  re vo lu tio na ry  m ovem ent. G re a t fame w as b roug h t to a com m unist, 
w hose  nam e w as O skar Leszczyński. As a m em ber of the R evolutio -
na ry  W ar C ouncil he w as sen t by  S. M. K irov to help the D agestan 
B olshevik underground  m ovem ent. T hen it m ust be no ted  tha t M ichał 
Lew andow ski, a Pole, w as, com m ander of the  l i s t  Red A rmy, w hich 
libera ted  D agestan and the T ranscauc asian  region from  the foreign 
invaders and bourgeo is governm en ts. H e w as a pupil of the B olshe-
v ik s of G rozny.

A fter the  v ic to ry  of the  G reat O ctober Socialist R evo lution a Po-
lish Section w as formed a t the  D agestan regional com m ittee. It took 
an  ac tive  p ar t in the fo rm ation of the  reg ion al p a r ty  o rgan ization .

The re la tions betw een  Po land  and the  Soviet U nion assum ed a new  
ch a ra cter after  W orld  W a r II. T hey  are  based  on the p rinciples of 
Socia list In ternationalism , fra terna l fr iendship, m utual aid and coope-
ra tion  in all field of social and cu ltura l life.

D ag es ta n i  S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  o f  M ah atch -K aw a, USSR  
In s titu te  for P o lit ica l S cien ce ,  

U n iv e r s ity  of G dań sk

B a dr u ld in  K a s h k a y e v ,  A n d r z e j  C h o d u b s k i

O S T O S U N K A C H  PO L SK O -D A G E ST A N S K IC H  
OD  X V  W . D O  PIERW SZ EJ ĆW IER CI X X  W .

W  a rty k u le  w s k a z u je  s ię  n a g łó w n e  o g n iw a  h is to r y c zn y c h  k o n ta k tó w  P o la k ó w  
z  D ag es ta n e m . Jak o  c ez u r ę  p o cz ątk ow ą  tyc h  k o n ta k tó w  p rzy jm u je  s ię  X V  w . Z a-
p o c zą tk o w a ła  j e  w y m ia n a  h an d lo w a . S tos u n k i h a n d lo w e m ięd z y  o b yd w om a k rajam i 
d ob rze  r o zw ija ły  s ię  i w  n a stę p n y c h  s tu lec iac h , a z w ła sz c za  w  X V I— X V II w .

I sto tn e  o g n iw o  k o n ta k tó w  p o lsk o -d a g es ta ń s k ic h  tw o rz y ła  d z ia ła ln o ść  m isy jn a  p o l-
s k ic h  za k on n ik ó w . Z ak on n ic y  p ro w a d z il i n a  K au k az ie  w  X V II— X V III w . n ie  ty lk o  
d z ia ła ln o ść  ch r ys tia n iz ac y jn ą , a le  r ó w n ież  o g ó ln o c y w iliz a c y jn ą , e u r op e iz a cy jn ą  i k u l-
tu r a ln o -s p o łec zn ą . D u żą  a k ty w n o ś c ią  w  tym  w z g lę d z ie  w y k a z a ł  s ię  je zu ita  T ad eu sz  
K ru sińsk i.

N o w y  r oz d z ia ł w  s to s u n k a ch  p o ls k o-d a g e sta ń s k ic h  z a r y so w a ł s ię  w  X I X  w . D a-
g es tan  z o s ta ł p r zy łąc z on y  w te d y  d o R osji. W  sta c jo n u ją cy c h  tam  w o jsk a ch  carstkich



o k o ło  ЗОл/о sta n o w ili  P o la cy . B y li on i zar ów n o  rek ru tam i, jak  i ze słań ca m i p o l i ty c z -
n ym i. W śró d  n ich  d o ść  d u żo  b y ło  lu d zi p ióra: p o e tó w  i p isarzy . N iek tó r z y  p obyt  
sw ój  w  D a g e s ta n ie  u tr w ala l i w  stro fach  li te ra ck ich  b ąd ź s p is y w a li  w s p o m n ien ia .  
W y ró ż n il i s ię  w  tym  w z g lęd z ie  m. in.: M a teu sz  G ra le w sk i, Ju l ian  S u rz eck i, F lorian  
Z iel iń s k i, H ip o lit J aw ors k i, T a d eu sz  Ł ad a-Z ab lock i, W ła d ys ła w  S tr zeln ick i, K azim ierz  
Ł ap cz yń sk i. P r ze b y w ali oni g łó w n ie  w  garn izon ach : D erb en t, P ort-P ietrow s k  (ob ecn ie  
M ach aczk a la ), T em ir-C h an -S zu ra  (ob ec n ie  B u jn ak sk ).

W  d ru g iej p o ło w ie  X IX  w . p r ze b y w ało  w  D a g e sta n ie  te ż  n iem ało  p o ls k ich  in ż y -
n ier ów , le k a rz y  oraz  in n ych  p r z ed s ta w ic ie li  in te lig e n c j i.  T rafia li tam  g łó w n ie  jak o  
s k ie ro w a n i do p r acy  a b so lw e n ci  sz k ó l w y ż s z y c h  R osji. D ali s ię  tam  p o zn a ć jako  
lu d zie  zd o ln i , p r ac ow ic i i k u ltu ra ln i.

D uża a k ty w n o ś ć  P o lak ó w  w  D a ge s ta n ie  z a zn a cz y ła  s ię  r ów n ież  w  o k r es ie  p rze-
m ian  r e w o lu c y jn y c h  oraz  b u d o w n ic tw a  r z e c zy w is to śc i  s oc ja l is ty c zn e j.  D ziś m ożna  
te ż  sp o tk a ć tam  lu d zi m ó w ią c y c h  po p o lsk u  i a k c en tu ją cy c h  s w e  p o lsk ie  p o ch o -

d zen ie . ^


