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POLISH STUDIES CONCERNING THE HISTORY OF GEORGIA

Tadeusz K rusiński, an au tho r from  the e a rly  18th ce n tu ry , shou ld  
be considered  the  first Pole w ho de alt w ith studies on the  h isto ry  of 
G eorgia. A nd a lthough some Polish ge og raphe rs  and h is to ria n s had  
been m entioning e a r lie r  of this d is tan t C hris tian  coun try , w h ich  sim ilar 
to Poland had been forced to res ist M uslim  invasions, this had  been 
for its m ost p ar t ra th er im precise and second hand  inform ation. C e rta in  
minor deta ils w e re  given by an o rien ta list from the first half of 17th 
ce n tu ry  — Samuel O tw inow sk i in his w orks1. This info rm ation w as not 
published, how ever, and did no t e xert any  b igger influence on the 
Polish public opinion. In the sam e cen tu ry , some m ore sm all inform a-
tion item s about G eorgia w ere  p rov ided  by the W est-E uropean autho rs, 
w hose books devo ted to T u rk ish problem s w ere  tra n sla ted  into Polish2. 
N e vertheless, these  w orks could be hard ly  inc luded  into the  crea tiv e  
con tribu tions of the Polish sc ience and, anyw ay , info rm ation abou t 
G eorgia con ta ined in them w as inac cu ra te  and  chaotic. T hat is w hy, 
K rusiński can be no doubt recognized as the  first Polish au tho r to deal 
w ith G eo rgian problem s.

D espite the fac t tha t m any au tho rs w ro te  about K rusiński, both his 
life h is to ry  and w ritings are  not p rope rly  know n as y e t3. M ost proba-

î~B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  Z n a j om o ś ć  W s c h o d u  w  d a w n e j  P o ls ce  do  X V I I I  w ie k u  
[K n ow led g e abou t th i East in o ld  P o lan d  till 18th c e n tu r y ],  Ł ód ź 1950, p. 214.

* S e e  e.g.: M on ar c h i ja  tu r e c k a  op is an a  p r z e z  R ic o la  s e k r e t a r z a  p o s ł a  a n g ie l s k i e g o  
u P o r t y  O t i o m a ń s k i e j  r e z y d u j ą c e g o  z ir a n c u s k i e g o  j ę z y k a  na p o l s k i  p r z e t ł u m a c z o n a  
[T u rskish  m on arc h y  d esc rib ed  by  R ico t —  a s ec re ta ry  of th e  E n g lish  e n v o y  r es i-
d ing  w ith  th e  O ttom an  Port from  F ren ch  to P o lish  tra n s la ted ] , S łu ck  1678 an d  
n u m er ou s o th er  ed itio n s;  M. F e b u r e ,  Z w ie r c ia d ł o  a lb o  o p i s an ie  t u r e c k i e j  z i e m i  
[A  m irror or d es crip tio n  of th e  T u rkish  lan d ] , W a rs za w a  1688 and  o th er  e d it ion s .

3 S ee  e.g.: F. Z i e l i ń s k i ,  W ia d o m o ś ć  h i s t o r y c z n a  o k s i ę d z u  K r u s iń s k im  [H i-
storica l in lo rm atio n  ab ou t fa th er  K ru siń s k i] , „B ib lio tek a  W a rsz aw s k a"  1841, v o l.  4. 
p. 3 75 -3 79 ,-  F. M. S. |S o b ie sz c z a ń s k i] , K r u s iń s k i  [T a d eu sz] , [in:] E n c y k lo p e d ia  p o -
w s z e c h n a  O r g e l b r a n d a , vo l . 16, W ars za w a  1864, p. 172- 174; K r u s iń s k i  T a d eu s z,  [in .]



bly  th is au thor w as bo rn  in Ja ra n tow ice  ne ar R adzie jów  (the form er 
B rzesko-K ujaw ska p rov ince) in 1675. It is u sually  s ta ted  tha t he cam e 
from  a nob lem an 's family carry ing  D ołęga coa t of arm s. This can  be 
doub ted  as he could ju s t as w ell be of pea sa n t or bu rgh er 's  origin. 
Equally  unclear is the  spelling of his nam e, and it is not qu ite  w ell 
know n  w hether it w as K rusieński, K rosieński, K ruszyński o r K rusiński. 
H e w as most p roba b ly  using the  first nam e — Ja n  a t the  beginning, 
adopting  the  nam e — T adeusz  w hen he en tered  a m onastic  order. A fter 
his stud ies in Je su it schools, he becam e a monk, and in 1705 he w as 
sen t to  do m issionary  w ork in the  C aucasus. He s tayed  th ere  till 1726 
and, thus, over tw e n ty  years . To s ta rt w ith, he  w as w orking in a Jesu it 
m ission in  G andja  (today — K irovabad ), nex t in Y erevan  and  Djulfa. 
For a ce rta in  time, he  s taye d  in Tbilisi w here  m ost like ly  he  perform ed 
du ties of a sec re tary  to the King W ach tang  6th. It is difficult to d e te r-
m ine w hethe r he  knew  the  G eo rgian language. A nd although  he included 
to his w orks sho rt tex ts in the  O ld-G eorgian litu rg ica l language, he 
m ight w rite  them  dow n from some sta tem en t m ade by one of his G eo r-
g ian  friends. It can be supposed, how ever, tha t w h ile stay ing  a t the 
cou rt of King W ach tang  6th, he  m ust ha ve  m as tered  the  langua ge to 
some exten t. A nd e v en  if he did not know  it w ell enough  to  read  old 
h isto rica l texts, it m ust be  adm itted  that he w as quite w ell acquain ted  
w ith  the  h is to ry  of tha t nation.

O n h is re tu rn  from  the C aucasus, e ith er in I ta ly  or Poland, K rusiń -
ski p rep are d  a bulky repo rt on the changes w hich had  occu rre d in the 
political situa tion  of Iran  a t the reque st of the  c en tra l m onastic a u th o ri-
ties. In th is w ork, he devo ted  a g re a t  deal of a tten tion  to  problem s of 
the  C aucasus since its p redm inant p ar t w as contro lled  by Persia. This 
w ork  w ri tten  in Latin w as nev er published. M eanw hile , K rusiński 
pub lished th ree  books in Latin in Lvov, w h ich w ere  m ost p robab ly  re v i-
sed v ers io ns or p a rtly  supp lem en ts to the rep o rt w rit te n  for the  a u th o ri-
ties of the  Je su it's  o rd er4. H uge in te re st g e ne ra te d  in E urope by m ajor

E n c y k l o p e d i a  k oś c i e ln a ,  vo l . 11, W a r sz aw a  1878, p. 442— 443; s. [S. K rzem iń sk i] ,  
K r a s i ń s k i  T a d e u s z  Jan,  [in:] W i e l k a  e n c y k l o p e d i a  p o w s z e c h n a  i lu s t r o w a n a ,  vo l . 41/42, 
W ar sz a w a  1908— 1909, p. 183— 185; X . J. N . [N ie d z ie ls k i] , K r u si ń s k i  T a d e u s z ,  [in:] 
P o d r ęc z n a  e n c y k l o p e d i a  k oś c i e l n a ,  v o l .  23/24, W ar sz aw a  1911. p. 59— 60; B ib l iogra f ia  
l i te r a t u r y  p o l s k i e j  „ N o w y  K or but" ,  v o l.  2, W ar sza w a  1964, p. 429; B. N a t o ń s k i ,  K r u -
s iń s k i  [K ru sień sk i, K ru sz yń sk i] T a d e u s z,  [in;] P o ls k i  s ł o w n i k  b io g r a f i c z n y  [further:  
P S B ], vo l.  15, W r oc la w — W a r s za w a — K rak ów  1970, p. 426— 428; M. K i e f f e r -  
- K o s t a n e c k a ,  P o l ak  p i e r w s z y m  a u to r e m  e u r o p e j s k i e j  h i sto r i i  P er s j i  [A  P o le  th e  
first au th or of P e rsia 's E u rop ean  h is to r y ] ,  „N ota tk i P łoc k ie "  1977, N o . 4, p. 45— 46.

4 T. K r u s i ń s k i ,  P r od r om u s  ad  h is tor ia m  r e v o lu t io n i s  p e r s i c ae ,  L eop o li 1733; 
i d e m ,  T r ag ica  v e r t e n t i s  be l l i  p e r s ic i  h is t or ia ,  L eop o li 1740; i d e m ,  A n a le c ta  ad  
t r a g i c a m  b el l i  p er s i c i  h i st or ia m ,  L eo p o l i 1755 an d  o th e rs.



changes occurring  in the  system  of po litica l forces in the  M iddle East 
caused  tha t qu ite  big par ts  of K rusinski's w orks  w ere  tra n s la te d  into 
F rench5, English®, Dutch, Spanish, and ev en  T u rk ish7 and nex t published . 
A tra n s la ted  sum m ary of K rusinsk i's w orks in Polish w as not pub lished 
and has rem a ined in its m anuscript form till toda y8. A nyw ay, it could 
be added here  tha t some W est-E uropean au thors w ere  publishing recasts 
from K rusinsk i's books under their ow n nam es. In fact, h e  w as the m ost 
w idely -read  au tho r w riting  abou t Iran ian  and C aucasian  prob lem s in 
the  mid-18th c e n tu ry 9.

K rusiński re vealed  a far-reach ing  in te res t in the h is to ry  of G eorgia. 
A m ong o thers, he  devo ted  a g re a t deal of his a tten t ion  to  the  e thnic 
origins of G eo rgians. It is no w onder that he gav e  a lo t of m islead ing 
info rm ation about these  problem s, w hich had  been  derived  both  from  
ancien t au tho rs  and local legends. It is w orth  noting  h ere  th a t  qu ite  
ac c iden ta lly  he  becam e a fo re ru nner of w ell-know n  20th ce n tu ry  th eo -
ries  of N. M arr abou t the  so-called Ja ph etic  language g rou p10. Basing 
on a ce rta in  sim ilarity  be tw een  the  nam e Iberia, he put fo rw ard  a  th e -
sis about a common origin of G eo rgians and peop les inhab iting  the  
Iberian  P en in su la11.

In form ation abou t the h is to ry  of G eorg ia  since  ea rly  18th ce n tu ry  
w as dispersed in so m any chap ters of K ru siń sk is w ork. This inform ation 
w as som etim es no t v ery  p recise . It can  be ea s ily  guessed, how ever, 
that K rusińsk i som etim es obtained his m a teria ls from o lder G eorg ian 
chron ic les, w h ich he  could reach, anyw ay , th rough  his G eorgian  friends. 
For the C atholic ec c les ias tic  of the  g re a te s t in te re st w ere  h is to rica l- 
-re ligious problem s, to w hich he devo ted  a g rea t deal of a tten tion .

5 H is t o ir e  d e  la r é v o l u t io n  d e  P erse ,  vo l . 1— 2, La H a y e  1728; H i s to ir e  d e  la  
de r n i è r e  r é v o l u t i o n  d e  P er s e ,  v o l . 1— 2, P aris 1729; H is to ir e  d e s  T h o m a s  K ou lik an ,  v o l .  
1— 2, A m sterd am  1741.

6 T h e h i s t o r y  o f th e  r e v o lu t io n  o l  P ersia ,  L ond on  1728; T h e  h i s t o r y  o l  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  o l  P ers ia ,  D u blin  1729 and o th er  e d ition s.

7 J. R o y c h m a n ,  Z n a j om o ś ć  i n a u c z an ie  j ę z y k ó w  o r i e n t a ln y c h  w  P o ls c e  
w  X V I II  w .  [K n ow le d g e an d tea ch in g  o f o r ie n ta l la n g u a g e s  in  P o la n d  in  18th c e n -
tu r y ],  W r o cla w  1950, p. 34— 38; J. B i e l a w s k i ,  K s ią ż k a  w  ś w i e c i e  is lam u  [B ook  
in the  w orld  o f Is lam ], W ro claw  1961, p. 353— 354 and  o th e r  e d itio n s .

e A b b r ev ia ted  P o lis h  tran sla tio n  of T. K r u sin sk i's  w ork , m a nu scrip t in  T h e  
L ibrary o f T h e P o lish  A c a d e m y  of S c ien c e s at K órnik , N o . 140.

9 S ee  e.g .: J. H  a m w  a y , T h e  r e v o l u t i o n s  in P ers ia ,  L on don  1753; L. A. C l e i -  
r a с d e  l a  M  a r n i e, L’ h i s to ir e  d e  r é v o l u t i o n s  d e  P er s e ,  P aris 1750 an d  o th e r  
■ditions.

10 S e e  e.g.: E  F r a n k o w s k i ,  E tn ogr a l ia  r a d z i e c k a  [S o v ie t  e th n o gr a p h y ] , 
„L ud” 1952, v o l . 39, p. 34— 35 an d  o th ers.

11 K r u s i ń s k i ,  T r a g i c a  v er te n t is . . . , p. 121— 122.



Equally in teresting  w ere  socia l prob lem s of this na tion  so different 
from  re la tions p re vailing  in Europe.

In a ve ry  in tere sting  w ay , K rusiński p resen ted  developm en t of 
Iran ian -G eo rgian  re la tions  in 17th cen tu ry, and  espe cia lly  during the 
re ign  of the P ers ian  ru lers A bbas I and A bbas II, w ho w ere  try ing to 
subo rd inate  K artli and K akhetia  to Persia.

K rusiń sk i's w orks, and especia lly  th e  most im portant of them  pub li-
shed in Lvov in 1740, con ta ined  rich  m ateria l concern ing  G eorgia's 
h is to ry , and especia lly  its e a s te rn  parts — K artli and K akhetia  in the 
second and third  dec ades of 18th cen tu ry , and espe cia lly  the years 
1 7 1 1 — 1726. T hese happen  to be  the  ye ars  w hich K rusińsk i spen t in the 
C aucasus. His s tay  the re  allow ed him a good insigh t into the then 
socia l re la tions. In a p re cise  w ay, this au tho r p re sen ted  com plica ted 
in trigues p lo tted  by  partic u la r G eorgian p rinces on the Iran  court, 
w here  they  w ere  str iv ing  to secu re  for them selves the th rones of K artli 
and K akhetia . H e also described the ir c ha racte ris tic s in g re a t detail, 
as w ell as the ir po litica l and e ve n  re lig ious outlooks, nam ely the ir 
a tti tude  to  Islam, w hich the y  had  som etim es to accep t to  all a pp ea ran -
ces. In his w orks, K rusiński laid qu ite  a big em phasis on partic ipation  
of G eorg ians in the  w ars fought by  Tran w ith A fghan tribes. H e also 
w ro te  e x ten s ive ly  about the  G eorg ian-Turk ish and G eorgian-Lezgin 
re la tion s in those years, a p rov ided  a g re a t deal of inform ation abou t 
the  R ussian-G eo rgian  re la tions, w h ich w ere  ve ry  anim ated  a t tha t 
time.

A ll in all, K rusiń ski gave a plentiful and ve ry  in te res ting  m aterial 
abou t the h isto ry  of G eorgia show ing his good fam iliarity  w ith the 
prob lem s discussed. This inform ation is of the g re a tes t sign ificance  
for the  first tw o or so decades of 18th cen tu ry . It also deserves to 
re ceive  m ore a tten tion  of the G eorgian  science. H itherto , it has been 
utiliz ing K rusiń ski's inform ation derived  from not too acc u ra te  t ra n s-
lations, in w hich the problem s concern ing C aucasian  affairs have been 
large ly  abb revia ted .

In  the  first ha lf of 19th cen tu ry , m any Poles w ent to G eorgia e ither 
as political ex iles sen t to  tsaris t garrisons in the C aucasus or vo lun -
ta rily  a s  officers, clerks, physic ians or engineers. M any of them  w e re  
describing this c oun try  la ter on or m aking m arginal m entions abou t 
its past. For their m ost pa rt, th ese  w ere  no t v ery  p re cise  m entions b a -
sed on  the  R ussian lite ra tu re  of the sub jec t enc oun tered  by  some 
chance, and som etim es it w as info rm ation obta ined  from friends belon -
ging to  the  G eorg ian intelligence . Such m entions can be found, for 
exam ple, in the first Polish book on G eorgia w ritten  by S tan isław  No-



w acki sent for the  m ilitary  serv ice  in the C a uca sus12. A little  info rm a-
tion about the h isto ry  of G uria w as p rov ided  by A dam  T rzaskow ski 
(also sen t to do h is m ilitary serv ice  in the C aucasus severa l ye a rs  
later) in his book w ritte n  in R ussian13. H is to rica l inform ation can be 
also found in artic les abou t G eorgia w rit ten  by Leon Jan iszew ski, a fo r-
mer arm y bandm aster, la ter on a te ac her of music in schools of G eo r-
gia 's capital, but also a ta len ted  man of la tte rs 14. Some deta ils con ce r-
ning the h isto ry  of Tb ilisi can be found in Ja n  Z ałęski's a rtic le  about 
this tow n13. In turn, some deta ils  about the  his to ry  of G eorgia w ere  
given by M ichał B utow t-A ndrzejkow icz1", R om uald K lonow ski17, H ipo -
lit (Jan) Jaw orsk i18. T here  could be also m entioned here  the  nam es of 
m any o ther autho rs, w ho w ere  inc luding in their  w orks, anyw ay, m arg i-
nally  m ore or less e xa ct inform ation about the h isto ry  of G eorgia.

From am ong these authors, M ateusz G ralew ski deserve s a specia l 
a tte n tio n19. A son of a pe asan t from som e v illage  ne ar Łęczyca, as 
a studen t of g ram m ar school he  w as a r re s te d  for his pa trio tic  ac tiv ity

>* S. N o w a c k i ,  P o d r ó ż e  do  G e o r g i i  w  c z a s i e  m o j e j  n ie w o li  w  R o sj i  o d b y t e  
w  r oku  1813, 1814 i 1815 [T ra vels to G eorg ia  d u rin g  m y  im p rison m en t in  R u ssia  
m ad e in 1813, 1814 an d  1815], P ozn ań  1833.

13 A . T s a s k o v s k i j ,  О s o s t a v e  Gu ri i,  „K avkaz" 1847, N o . 40; S ee: G. A. D z i -  
d z a r i j a ,  U ć a s t n i k i  p o l ' s k og o  n a c i o n a l 'n o- o s v ob o d i te l 'n o go  d v i i e n i j a  20— 40 gg.
X I X  v .  V A b c h a z i i ,  „ lzv o s tija  A k ad em ii N au k  G ru zin sk oj SSR" 1973, p. 49— 50.

14 L. J a n i s z e w s k i ,  O b r a z y  i m y ś l i  z  p o d r ó ż y  d o  T y l l is u  z  1841 r. o d b y t e j  
[P ictu res and  th ou g h ts from  tr avel  to  T ifi lis  m ad e  in 1841], „Rubon" 1849, vo l.  10; 
i d e m ,  P i e l g r z y m k a  do  A l e k s a n d r a  G r ib o j e d o w a  na gó r ę  ś w .  D a w i d a  w  T y l l i s i e  [P il-
gr im ag e to the  g ra v e  of A le k sa n d er  G rib oje d o v  on  St. D a v id ’s  m ou n ta in  in T if i l is ],  
„B ib lio tek a  W ar szaw sk a "  1843, vo l . 3. For m ore in for m a tion  ab ou t th is au th or se e .  
M. I n g 1 o t, J a n i s z e w s k i  Leon,  [in:] PSB, vo l.  10, p. 525—-526.

15 J. Z. [Z a łęs k i] , Tii l is ,  „D zie n n ik  W ar sza w sk i"  1854, N o . 65 an d o thers.
»6 M.  B u t o w t - A n d r z e j k o w i c z ,  S z k i c e  K a u ka z u  [C au casia n  S k e tc h e s ] ,

vo l. 1— 2, W ars zaw a  1859.
17 R. K l o n o w s k i ,  W y c i e c z k i  p o  K a u k a z i e  i G r u z j i  [E x cu rsion s in  th e  C au -

ca s u s an d G e or g ia ] , „T yg o d n ik  Ilu strow a n y"  1875, vo l . 1.
18 M. T e r l i c a  [H. J a w o rs k i] , W s p o m n i e n i a  K a u ka z u  [M em ories from  th e  C au -

c a s u s ],  „G azeta  C od zien n a"  1858— 1859; H. J a w o r s k i ,  W s p o m n ie n ia  K a u k a z u  
|M em or ies from  th e C a u ca s u s ] , parts 1— 3, P o zn ań  1877. For m ore in form atio n  ab ou t  

th is auth or se e: W s p o m n i e n i e  p o ś m i e r t n e  o  J a w o r s k i m  [P o sth u m ou s m em or ies o f Ja -
w or s k i] , „R oczn ik  T o w ar zy stw a  H is to ry cz n o -L iter ac k ieg o  w  P aryżu" 1873— 1878, v o l . 2,  
p. 331— 332; E. K o z ł o w s k i ,  J a w o r s k i  H ip o l i t  [J an ], [in:] PSB , vo l . 11, p. 106.

i» M. G r a l e w s k i ,  K il ka  s ł ó w  o  G ru z in a ch  [A  fe w  w ord s ab ou t G e o rg ia n s ] , 
„B raterstw o"  1865, vo l.  3; i d e m ,  P o la c y  na K a u k a z i e  [P o les in th e  C a u c as u s ] , „ D z ie n -
nik L iteracki"  1869; i d e m ,  G r u z j a  z  O s et ią  [G eo rg ia  w ith  O s e t iy a ] ,  „S ob ótk a"  
1875, vo l. 3, i d e m ,  K a u k az .  W s p o m n i e n i a  z  d w u n a s t o l e t n i e j  n ie w o li .  O p is a n ie  
kr a ju .  L udn ość .  Z w y c z a j e  i o b y c z a j e  [T he C au c asu s . R e c o lle ct io n s from  12 y e a r s ’ 
im prison m en t. D es crip tion  of th e  cou n try . P o p u la tion . C u stom s and  T r a d it io n s ] , L w ów  
1877.



and sen t into ex ile  to the C aucasian garrisons. D uring his tw elve years ' 
s tay  in th a t region, he  g rew  w ell ac quain ted  w ith problem s of those 
countries. In his book about the  C aucasus, w h ich he pub lished many 
ye ars  after his re tu rn  to Poland, he  w ro te  a lot about G eorgia, life of 
its inhabitants, and developm e nt of its cultu re . A lso the problem s 
connected  w ith  the past of this c oun try  received  a little of his a t te n -
tion. In  an in teresting  w ay, he  drew  at ten tion  of his re ad ers  to  a c e r -
ta in  resem b la nce  betw e en  the  h is to ry  of G eorgia and  tha t of Poland.

Y et ano ther author, w ho w as in tereste d  in G eo rg ia 's histo ry , w as 
Ju lian  S tru tyński. H e held  quite  a special plac e  in the  Polish li te ra tu re  
dealing  w ith  the problem s of the  C aucasus. A lthough he  cam e from 
a noblem an 's family, w h ich had  not been  prom oted to  the  socia l s t ra -
tum  of the w ell-to-do g en try  un til 18th cen tu ry, through  his m other — 
— K arolina Lubom irska he had ar istocra tic  connections, and he w as 
eve n  u sing a count's title. H e had chosen the  arm y serv ice  hoping 
to w ork his w ay  up. In the fo rties of 19th cen tu ry , he lived in Tbilisi 
ho ld ing the  office of an aide-de-cam p for the  governo r gen e ra l — Bo-
ry s N eu hard t20. H is in tere sts included bo th  geology and h is to ry  of the 
C aucasus. H aving left Tbilisi, h e pub lished a book en title d  Kilka badań  
geo logicznych i d z ie jow yc h  Kaukazu  (Severa l geo log ical and his torica l 
stud ies  on  the  C aucasus)21, in w hich  he  p resen ted  a g re at  deal of in for-
m ation  abou t G eorgians and  their  histo ry. In  this w ork, w h ich  proved 
to be  ra th e r  chaotic, he  even  included  ex trac ts  from  the  chronicle  of 
W ach tang  6th, the  K ing of K artli22, w h ich  had bee n tra n s la te d  most 
p robab ly  by  one of his G eorgian  friends. Some h is to rica l inform ation 
could be  also found in ano ther book w rit ten  by  StTutyński and en titled  
Miscellanea2Я. In  a ve ry  in teres ting  w ay , he  described  in it the  life of 
G eo rgian aristocrac y  and its connections w ith the  tsa ris t authorities. 
The book con ta ined  also qu ite  inte resting  inform ation concerning  the 
econom ic re la tions in  G eorgia, w hich w as, unfortunate ly , p resented  
aga in  in  a chaotic  m anner24. A sep a ra te  m ention can be  m ade here  
abou t S tru tynsk i's o ther C aucasia n w ritings, w hich w ere  not published 
and in w h ich he  devoted qu ite  a lo t of a tten tion  to the h isto ry  of G eo r-
g ia23.

10 Jan  zp  S. [A. H. K irk or ], Ju liu s z  h rab ia  S tr u t y ń s k i  (B e rl ic z-S as  (Ju liu sz  pari 
S tru tyń s k i (B erlicz-S as) ], „K łosy"  1878, v o l . 26, p. 340.

21 J. hr S t r u t y ń s k i ,  K i lk a  b a da ń  g e o l o g i c z n y c h  i d z i e j o w y c h  K a u k az u  (So -
m e g e o lo g ic a l  an d  h is to rica l stu d ies  on  th e  C a u c a s u s ] , B erlin  1857.

n  I b id em ,  p. 53— 56.
*° J. hr S t r u t y ń s k i ,  M i s c el la n e a ,  W iln o  1855.
,4 I b id e m ,  p. 70— 78.
*5 M ore in form ation  on  th is su b jec t ca n  b e  foun d  in the  p u b lica tion  q u oted  

in p o in t 40.



A m an w ith such a w ide range of in teres ts but, sim u ltaneously, 
un fam iliar w ith the m ethod of scientific w ork, S tru tyński w ro te  abou t 
G eorgia's h isto ry  in a chaotic w ay. He w as giving p len ty  of very  
in teresting  inform ation but, a t the sam e time, he  m ixed it w ith different 
insign ificant deta ils, w hich, in the conv iction  of this au thor in terested  
m ainly in the env ironm en t of the G eo rgian aristoc rac y , w ere  ra ised  
to the level of sign ificant and essen tia l problem s.

K azimierz Łapczyński deserves one of the  leading places in the Po-
lish l ite ra tu re  concerning  G eorgia26. The young man w ith a techn ic al 
educational background  w as sent into exile  as a so ld ier to the C auca-
sian garrisons for his pa trio tic  ac tivity . O w ing to his professional 
qualifica tions, he held m anageria l posts during erection  of fo rtif ica-
tions. Thanks to  this, a few ye a rs  la ter he w as prom o ted to the officer's 
rank, w hile his m anagem en t of various eng ineering -m ilita ry  p ro je cts 
allow ed him to get w ell acquain ted w ith alm ost e n t ire  G eorgia. D uring 
his seve ra l-y ear stay  in Tbilisi, he m ade friends w ith G eorg ians and  
most p robab ly  lea rn t the G eo rgian language. Łapczyński w as a t ra n s-
la to r o r perhaps co -trans la tio r of the  classica l m aterp iece  of the  G eo r-
gian lite ra tu re , narre ly, of the 20th c e n tu ry  poem  of Shoa R ustaveli 
Rycerz  w  tyg r ys ie j  skórze  (K night in tig er 's  skin). The Polish tran s la tion  
of a w ell-know n fragm en t of R usta w eli's  m asterp iece  w as p re ceded  by 
a la rge  introduction , in w hich Łapczyński p rov ided his re ad ers  w ith  
a g rea t deal of inform ation abou t the  h isto ry  of G eo rg ia27. A lso in his 
num erous essays describing his w anderings in th e  C aucasus, Ł apczyń-
ski p resen ted  som e in form ation regard ing  the  h is to ry  of G eo rgia28.

The above re m arks  po int at a big in te res t taken  by  Łapczyński in 
the h isto ry  of th is C aucas ian  coun try. N ot only did he  re a d  various 
w orks in this field bu t together w ith his G eo rgian friends am ong w hom 
w ere  the g re a tes t w rite rs  of this cen tu ry  i.e. G eorgi E ristavi and  W ac h -
tang O rbeliani, he stud ied old G eo rgian chronic les. In the introduction

,6 A. Ś l u s a r s k i , K a z i m ie r z  Ł a p cz y ń s k i .  W s p o m n i e n i e  p o ś m i e r t n e  [K azim ierz
Ł ap czyń sk i. P osth u m ou s m em or ie s ] , „ W s z e ch św ia t” 1893, v o l . 12, N o . 1, p. 1— 4;
A. Z a l e s k i ,  K a z im i e r z  Ł a p cz y ń s k i .  K i l ka  s l o w  w s p o m n i e ń  [K azim ierz  Ł ap czyńsk i. 
Brief m em o r ie s] , „P am iętn ik  T o w ar z y stw a  T a trzań s k ie go"  1893, vo l. 14, p. 71—-74: 
W . E l i a s z - R a d z i k o w s k i ,  P r z y c z y n e k  do  w s p o m n i e ń  o ś.p.  K a z m ie r z u  Łap~ 
c z y ń s k i m  [Som e m em orie s ab ou t K azim ierz  Ł ap c zy ń s k i] , i b i de m ,  1905, v o l . 25, 
p. 35— 43.

27 S k ór a  t y g r y s ia .  P o em at  g r e go r ia ń s k i  XII w i e k u ,  po  c z ę ś c i  w  t ł u m ac z en iu ,  po  
c z ę ś c i  w  s tr e s z c z e n iu  po daI  K a z im i e r z  Ł a p c z y ń s k i  [T inger's sk in . G eorg ian  poem  
from  12th ce n tu ry  —  p rep ared  p artly  in tr an sla t ion  an d  p artly  in su m m ary  b y  K a-
zim ierz  Ł ap cz yń sk i] , „B ib lio tek a  W ars zaw sk a "  1863, v o l . 4, p. 1— 18.

n  К. Ł a p c z y ń s k i ,  Z T y il i su  p o d  A ra ra t [From  T if ilis  to A rara t], „ T yg o d -
n ik  Ilu strow an y"  1866, vo l. 2; 1867, vo l. 1; i d e m ,  P r z e j a z d  p r z e z  s z c z y t y  K a u ka z u  
[Trip ac ros s th e  C au c asia n  su m m its] , „ T yg od n ik  Ilu strow an y"  1868, vo l. 2.



to his tran s la tion  of R u staveli's  m asterp iece , he w rote , „stud ies of G eo r-
gian  chronic les, w hich som etim es las ted  w ell into the  night, have re m ai-
ned the m ost p le asa n t m em ory for me from Tifilis till to da y"29.

O n the o ther hand, little  is know n about an o ther w ork of Łapczyń- 
ski devo ted to the h istory of G eorgia and w ritten  for Polish readers. It 
is sa id to hav e  been en title d  Histbria Georgii  (H istory of G eorgia). It 
is interesting  to no te  tha t Łapczyński w as fighting stubbo rnly  w ith 
a comm on use of the nam e „G ruziya" ins tead of G eorgia in m any lan -
guages, be liev ing that it w as a form c rea ted  by  the M uslim  invaders. 
This book ne ver cam e out. A ccording to one version , the  tsa ris t ce nso r-
ship did not g ive  its perm ission to publish the  book, w h ile  according to 
the o ther vers ion , this w ork being a Tesult of m any y e a rs ' sea rches 
conducted by the a u tho r w as no t accep ted by  publishers. T he m anus-
crip t of this first m ajor Polish outline  of G eorg ia 's h is to ry  w as lost 
a fter  the  au tho r's  de ath30.

A little  inform ation abou t G eo rg ia 's h is to ry  w as g iven  by a the 
bo tan is t E dw ard S trum pf in  h is book about the  C aucasus31. Still as 
a studen t of W arsaw  U n ivers ity  he w as ex iled  to that reg ion for his 
patrio tic  ac tiv ity . H e spent som e time in G eorgia, w here  he  estab lished  
close con tac ts w ith  rep re sen ta tive s  of the G e oraian  intelligen tsia . In 
his book, a pa rt from descriptions of life in Tbilisi, K uta isi or Batum, 
he  also p re sen ted  the provinces, v illages and sm all tow ns. S im ultaneo -
usly, descriptions of this type  w e re  en rich ed  by  a g re a t  deal of info r-
m ation about G eo rg ia's h isto ry . O ne of the chap ters w as devo ted  to 
the  h is to ry  of G eorgia's cu l tu re  w ith a m ajor focus on the  h is to ry  of 
l ite ra tu re  and of the  p ress  in this country . D espite the  fact tha t this 
a u tho r could be qualified for a n a tu ra lis t by  his e ducation  and interests, 
he  w as w riting  ab ou t prob lem s connected w ith  G eo rgia 's h is to ry  and 
cu ltu re  w ith  qu ite  am azing erud ition.

S im ultaneously , it is no t qu ite  c lear w h ethe r A rtu r Leist’s book 
abou t G eorgia should be inc luded  into the  Polish pap u lar scientific 
li te ra tu re . Leist w as p robab ly  bo rn  from  a G erm an fa ther and Polish 
m o ther bu t despite  th is he  p roved  to be  c lo sely  connected  w ith  the 
G erm an sc ience w ith  alm ost all his sc ientific w orks conc erning the 
C auca sus pub lished in G erm any. O n the o ther hand, his book en title d  
Szkice  o Gruzji  (G eorgian sketches) w as published  in Polish. In  this 
book, he  devo ted  a g rea t deal of his a tten tion  to the  h is to ry  of G eo r-

** S kó r a  t yg r y s i a . . . ,  p. 2.
30 For m ore in form ation  s e e  th e  p u b lic a tio n  q u ote d  in p o in t 48.
31 E. S i r u m p t ,  O b r a z y  K au k a z u .  K ar t k i  z  p o d r ó ż y  [Im ages of th e C au casus. 

N o te s  from  tr a v e l],  W ars za w a  1900,



g ia 32. The question  tha t a rises  here  is w he th er it w as an orig inal w ork 
or an adap ta tion  of his trea tise s and artic les  w rit ten  in G erm an.

The first in terw ar yea rs  in Poland w itnessed  appea ra nce  of quite  
num erous books, b rochu res and artic les w ritten  both by Polish au tho rs 
and G eorgian em ig ra n ts33. The level rep re se n te d  by this lite ra tu re  w as 
ve ry  m uch diversified. For the m ost part, it w as g iving superficial 
inform ation about the coun try itself, its inhab itants, lite ra tu re  and poli-
tical problem s. H isto rica l issues w ere  tack led  in an  im precise  and  m ar-
ginal way. A mong this lite ra tu re , a re la tive ly  higher level w as re p re -
sented  by Ludwik K ulczycki's b roch u re 34 published  in 1921, a popular 
book of K azim ierz Król about G eo rgia's h is to ry35, w hich came ou t in 
1924, or an artic le  by a w ell know n novelist w ho had  been in the C au -
casus before the F irst W orld W ar — W acław  S iero szew sk i36 pub lished 
in 1928.

Tw o w orks w ritten  by G eorgian em igran ts  and published in Polish 
dese rve  m ore a ttention  here. O ne of them  w as a legal trea tise  of 
A leksander G odziasvili37 dealing w ith problem s of the G eorgian sta te 
in the light of in ternational law , in w hich quite  a lot of a ttention  has 
been devoted to G eorgia's h istory. T he outline of this coun try 's h i-
sto ry  w ritten  by  Ian (Vano) K av taradze38 w as of qu ite a differen t 
charac ter. And a lthough this book w as p receded  by an introduction 
p repared  by one of the m ost em inent Polish h istorian s of the in terw a r 
pesriod — M arceli H andelsm an, its lite rary  level w as not too high, 
and it contained, m oreover, m any e rro rs  and inaccuracies. A nyw ay, 
the  problem  of li te ra tu re  concerning G eorgia w ritten  in Polish but by

32 A L e i s t, S z k i c  z  G ru z j i  [A  sk etch  from  G e o r g ia ],  W a rs za w a  1885, p. 62— 75.
M S. K u r u l i ä v i l i ,  G r u z j a  [G e or g ia ] , W ars za w a  1921; Pro G e or g i a  Ku  

u c z c z en i u  c z w a r t e j  r o c z n i c y  o g ł os z en i a  n ie p o d l e g ło ś c i  G r u z j i  [Pro G eorg ia . T o c e l e -
b rate fou rth a n n ive rsa r y  of G eo rg ia 's in d e p e n d e n c e ] , W ar sz a w a  1922; Pro  Patria.  Ku  
u c z c z en i u  p i ą te j  r o c z n i c y  o g ło s z e n ia  n i e p o d le g ło ś c i  G r u z j i  [Pro P atr ia. T o c e le b r a te  
tifth an n ive rs ar y  of G e org ia 's in d e p e n d e n c e] , W ar sza w a  1923; T. S z p o t a ń s k i ,
G r u z j a  [G eo rg ia ], W ars za w a  1934 and o thers.

34 L. К 1 u с z у  с к i, O d r o d z e n i e  G r u z j i [R en a issa n c e  o f G e or g ia ] , W ars zaw a  
1921.

35 K. K r ó l ,  G r u z ja  O p is an ie  k ra iu  i j e g o  d z i e j e  [G eorgia . D esc rip tion  of th e  
co u n tr y  an d its h is to r y ] ,  W ars zaw a  1924.

36 W . S i e r o s z e w s k i ,  D a le k i  k r a j ,  o k tó r y m  w i e d z i e ć  c o ś  t r z e b a  —  G r u z j a  
[G eorg ia  —  A  d istan t co u n tr y  on'> k n ow  s om e th in g  a b o u t] , „ W y zw olen ie"  1928,  
N o. 25.

37 A. G o d z i a ä v i i i ,  Z a g ad n i en ie  p a ń s t w a  g r u z iń s k i e g o  w  ś w i e t l e  p r aw a  m ię -
d z y n a r o d o w e g o  [Problem  of th e  G eor g ian  sta te  in th e  lig h t of th e in ter n a tio n a l la w ] ,  
W arszaw a 1926.

38 J. K a v t a r a d z e ,  G r u z j a  w  z a r y s i e  h i s t o r y c z n y m  [G eorg ia  in h isto rica l  
o u t l in e ] ,  W a rsz aw a  1929.



G eorg ian au thors goes beyond  the limits imposed toy the subject of 
this article.

A fter the Second W orld  W ar, there  could be observed an enhanced  
re search  in terest in G eorgia's h isto ry  and  Polish-G eorgian con tacts 
in the  past. Ja n  Reychm an, professor of W arsaw  U niversity , could 
boast rem arkab le  achievem ents in this field. H e w as an author, am ong 
others, of books about Polish A lpinists m aking their climbing e x pe -
ditions to the  C aucasus M oun ta in s39, about Polish tra velle rs  in the 
M iddle East, and  among o thers in G eorgia in 19th ce n tu ry40, o r about 
the Polish-G eorgian cultu ra l re la tions in that cen tu ry41. Q u ite  a lot 
of inform ation abou t Poles in G eorgia in 19th ce n tu ry  and their lite -
ra ry  ou tput w as provided  by M ieczysław  Inalot — histo rian  of lite ra -
tu re 42. F inally , one cannot bypass a popular-sc ience  book w ritte n  w ith 
a g re a t dose of erud ition  by  W acław  K ubacki — h isto rian  of lite ra tu re  
and, at the  sam e time, a w riter, in w hich a lot of a tten tion  w as 
devo te d  to Poles living in G eorgia in the past43.

T he a u tho r of this artic le  also w ro te about, know ledce of G eoraia 
in Poland in 17th c e n tu ry 44, about the Polish-G eorgian po litica l re la -
tions in  the sam e ce n tu ry45, or about descriptions of G eorgia qiven 
by  the  a lrea dy  m entioned M ateusz G ralew ski4*, Tadeusz K rusiński47,

59 J. R n y c h m a n ,  P o la c y  w  gór a ch  K a u k a z u  do  ko ń ca  X I X  w .  [P o les in thp  
C a u ca s ian  m o u n ta in s till th e  en d  o f 19th c e n tu r y ],  „W ierch y "  1954, v o l.  23, p. 19— 58.

40 J. R e y c h m a n ,  P o d r ó ż n ic y  p o l s c y  na B l is k im  W s c h o d z i e  w  X I X  w . |P o lis h  
tr a ve l le rs  in th e  M id d le  East in 19th c e n tu r y ],  W a rs za w a  1972, p. 176— 247.

41 J. R e y c h m a n ,  Ze s t o s u n k ó w  l i te r a c k i c h  p o ls k o -g r u z i ń s k ic h  w  X I X  w .  
[S om e a s p ec ts o f th e  P o lish -G eo rg ia n  l ite r a ry  r e la t io n s in  19th c e n tu r y ],  „Prze-
g ląd  H u m an istycz n y"  1961, vo l . 5, N o . 3, p. 119— 124.

42 M. I n g l o t ,  P o l ac y  p i s z ą c y  na K a u k a z i e  w  p i e r w s z e j  p o ł o w i e  X I X  w .  
[P o les w ritin g  in th e  C a u c as ian  in  th e  first h a lf o f 19th c e n tu r y ],  „P am iętn ik  L ite-

ra c k i” 1957, vo l . 46, p. 539— 551.
43 W.  K u b a c k i ,  M a l w y  na K a u k a z i e  [M a llow s in  th e  C a u c a su s ] , W arsza w a  

1969, p. 7— 90.
44 B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  op .  c i t. ,  p.  3.
45 B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  K a v k a z  i Pol'sa v  X V I I  v„  [in:] R os s i ja ,  Po l's a i Pr icer-  

n o m or 'e  w  X V — X V II I  v v „  M o s k va  1979, p. 248— 262.
46 B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  S a k v a r t v e l o s  m e c c h r a m a te  s au ku n is  p o lo n e l i  m te r l is  M a- 

te u s  G r a l e v s k i s  ś e m o '  k n e d eb a ś i ,  [in:] R a z y s k a n i j a  p o  is to r i i  G r u z i i  i K a v k a z a ,  T bilisi
1976, p. 348— 356; i d e m ,  Z d z i e j ó w  p o l s k o -g r u z iń s k i c h  s t o s u n k ó w  k u l t u r a l n y c h  
z p o ł o w y  X I X  w i e k u  (o p i s y  G r u z j i  M a t e u s z a  G r a le w s k i e g o ) [Som e a sp ec ts  o f  th e  
P o lis h -G eo rg ia n  c u ltu r a l r e la tio n s in  m id-19th  c en tu r y  (d e scrip tio n  of G e org ia  b y  
M a teu sz  G r a le w s k i)] , „ A n n ales U n iv e rs ita t is  M ar ia e  C u r ie -S k lod ow sk a "  1974, s e c .  F, 
v o l . 29, N o . 16, p. 175— 182.

47 В. B a r a n o w s k i ,  Z n a c z e n ie  r e l ac j i  T a d e u s z a  K r u s iń s k i e go  d lo  h i sto r i i  G ru z j i  
p i e r w s z e j  p o ł o w y  X V I II  w .  [S ig n if ic an ce  of T a d e u s z  K r u siń sk i’s re la t io n  for h is tor y  
of G e org ia  in th e  first h a lf o f 18th ce n tu ry ] „A cta  U n ive r sita tis  L od zien sis"  1981, 
F olia  h istorica  10, p. 21— 33.



K azim ierz Łapczyński48, Ju l ian  S tru tyńsk i49, and abou t Poles sen t aw ay 
for the  arm y  serv ice  in the  C aucasus50. H e also w rote  a book about 
the  in teres t taken  in Poland in 18th and 19th cen tu ries  in the  G eorg ian 
cu ltu re51.

A pro fesso r of h is to ry  a t  Łódź U n iversity  — W ładysław  Bortno- 
w sk i described .partic ipa tion of G eorg ians in  the  an ti-nazi partisa n  
w ar du ring the Second W orld  W a r52. Ju lian  K aro l Jan cza k  —  an 
ass is tan t p ro fesso r a t Łódź U n iversity  p resen ted  the  dem ographic and 
nationality  s tru c tu re  of the  T ra nscauc asian  region tow ards the  e nd  of 
19th ce ntu ry  in one of his w orks53. It is w orth  m entioning here  a sm all 
sketch  w ritten  by an O rthodox  c lergym an  — M ikołaj Lenczew ski abou t 
an arch im andrite  of the  O rthodox chu rch  in  Poland and, a t the  sam e 
time, a pro fesso r of W arsaw  U n iversity , a G eo rgian — G rzegorz  Pe- 
radze  and his heroic  death  in the nazi conce n tra tion  cam p54.

H istorical-ethnographic  problem s of G eorgia  w ere  discussed  by 
A ndrzej W oźniak  — an e thnog ra pher, w ho focussed his a tten tion  on 
the  so-called „g reat fam ily" in  the  C aucasus and  G eo rgia 's ethnic  
s tru c tu re55.
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F olia  h is to rica  8, p. 3— 14.
49 B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  G e or g ia  an d  G eo r g i an s  in th e  w o r k s  o t  Ju l iu s z  S tr u ty ń s k i ,  

„A cta  U n iv e rs ita tis  L od zien sis"  1983, F o lia  c a u c a s ic a  1, p. 5— 21.
50 B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  „W  s o l d a t y  na  K a u k a z ” . P o ł o ż e n i e  p o ls k i c h  d z ia ł a c z y  
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The first c ritica l outline  of G eorgia's h isto ry  to be pub lished cam e 
out in 1976. It w as w ritten  by a G eorg ian h isto rian  — Ilia T abagua 
and  a Polish o rien ta list —  W ojciech H ensel. D espite its popu lar-sc ience 
form, it is a book w ritte n  w ith very  big e rud ition  and analyzing in 
bigger detail the most im portan t problem s connected w ith G eo rgia's 
h is to ry56. A no ther m ore deta iled  outline of G eo rgia's h isto ry  is in 
p rin t now 37.

Q u ite a lo t of m ateria l about G eo rgia's h istory can be also found 
in a  popu lar book about the  C aucasus and Poles w ho lived there  in 
the pas t w rit ten  by R yszard Badow ski and published in 1977s8.

Till the p resen t day, the Polish studies on G eo rgia's h isto ry  have 
no t been developed to a des irab le  ex ten t. T he m ain obstac le here  is 
the  language barrier, w hich only ve ry  few  Poles m anaged to surm ount. 
T here  are  also m issing m onograph  stud ies in  this field, and the  only 
exc ep tion  here  are  outlines of G eorg ia 's his to ry  of different kinds and 
differen t value . A  re la tive ly  bet ter  situa tion  can be observed  in the 
field of the Polish studies on h isto ry  of the Polish-G eorgian rela tions, 
w he re  w e can boast quite  rem arkab le  achievem ents. M any subjects, 
how ever, con tinue  to  aw ait the ir  specia l m onographic  studies.

D ep artm en t o f M od ern  H isto ry  o f P o land ,  
In sti tu te  o f  H is to ry , U n iv e r s ity  of Ł ódź

B oh dan  B a r a n ow s k i  

POLSKIE B A D A N IA  N A D  H IS T O R IĄ  GRUZJI

Z a p ie rw s ze g o  P o lak a , k tór y  za ją ł s ię  h istor ią  G ru zji u zn ać m ożn a  zak o n n ik a  
T ad e u sz a  K ru siń s k ie go , k tó ry  p r ze b y w a ł n a tam ty m  te re n ie  w  p oc zą tk a ch  X V III w .  
J eg o  d z ie ło  tłu m ac zo n e n a w ie le  ję z y k ó w  in fo rm o w a ło  E u ropę Z ach od n ią  o sp raw ac h  
K auk azu  i Iranu. U c h o d z iło  te ż  za  n a jp o w a ż n ie jsz ą  p rac ę  o sie m n a s to w iec z n ą  o tam -
tyc h  ter en ach .

W  d ru g im  ć w ie r ć w ie cz u  X IX  w . w ie lu  P o lak ó w  o d b y w a ło  słu żb ę w  w o js k u  
ro s y js k im  na  K au k azie . N ie k tó r z y  z n ich  p isa l i ró w n ie ż  o h isto ri i G ruzji. N a  u w a g ę  
za s łu g u ją  ta k ie  n a zw isk a , jak: L eon  J a n is ze w s k i,  A d am  T r za sk o w sk i , Jan  Z a łęsk i ,  
M ich a ł B u tow t-A n d rz ejk ow icz , H ip o lit  (Jan?) Ja w or sk i,  Ju liu sz  S tr utyń sk i.  S z c ze g ó l-

56 W . H e n s e l ,  I. T a b a g u a ,  G r u z j a  w c z o r a j  i d z i ś  [G eorg ia  y e s te r d a y  an d  

to d a y ] ,  W a rs za w a  1976.
57 B. B a r a n o w s k i ,  K.  B a r a n o w s k i ,  H i s to r ia  G r u zj i  [H istory  of G e or g ia ] , 

W r oc ła w  1987.
58 R. B a d o w s k i ,  Lec hic i  z n a d  T e r ku  [T he S la v s  from  T e r e k ],  W a rs za w a

1977.



n ie  c e n n e  m a ter ia ły  z togo  zak resu  p o d a ł  M ate u sz  G ra lew sk i. K azim ie rz  Ł ap czyń s k i,  
tłu m acz na jęz y k  p o lsk i fr ag m e n tów  d w u n a s to w ie c zn e g o  au tora  g ru ziń sk ie go  S zota  
R u sta w e li, n ap isa ł h istor ią  G ruzji, k tóra  jed n a k  n ie  zo s ta ła  w y d a n a  d ru kiem , a r ę k o -
p is jej za g in ą ł . N a  p rzełom ie  X IX  i X X  w. sp oro  in for m ac ji o h isto ri i G ruzji p od a ł,  
p r z eb y w a ją cy  na K a u k azie , E dw ard Strum pf.

K ilka  prac z zak resu  h isto rii G ru zji w y d a n o  w  ję zy k u  p o lsk im  w  la ta ch  m ię d z y  
p ie rw s zą  a d ru gą  w ojn ą  św ia to w ą , C z ęś c io w o  b y ły  to je d n ak  p rac e  gru ziń sk ich  
em ig ran tów  (np. W an o  K aw tarad ze). B ardzo p o w aż n ie  w zro sło  w  P o ls c e  z a in te r es o -
w a n ie  p rze s z ło śc ią  G ruzji po d ru g iej w o jn ie  św ia to w ej .  W y m ie n ić  tu m ożn a  prace  
h is to r y k ó w  —  -fana R eych m an a , B oh d an a  B ar an ow s k ieg o ,  W ła d y s ła w a  B o rtn ow s k ie-  
go , Ju lia n a  K aro la  Jan cz ak a , h isto ry k ó w  li te ra tu ry  —  M ie c zy s ła w a  In g lo ta , W a cław a  
K u b ack ieg o , e tn o gr afa  —  A n d rze ja  W o źn ia k a . W  1976 r. u k aza ł s ię  w  ję z y k u  p o l-
sk im  zar ys h is tori i G ruzji. J eg o  au toram i b y ł  p o lsk i  o r ien ta lis ta  W o jc ie c h  H en s e l 
i gru ziń s k i h is to ry k  —  Ilia T abagu a.


