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Resorts with 200—300 places — 3 points.
Resorts with 100—200 places — 2 points,
Resorts with less than 100 plases — 1 point.

Resorts without any tourist base and without bivoucs  — 0 points.

12, Health resorts.

In Ceorgia there are a lot of health resorts of various importance.
Taking the health resort classification in the Atlas of the Georgian...°
as a basis they have received the following number of points:

Health resorts of all Union importance — 4 points.
Health resorts with importance limited to

one republic — 3 points.
Health resorts of local importance — 2 points.
- Curative resorts — 1 point.
Other places without the necessary equipment — 0 points.

13. Sanatoria and Rest-Homes.

Curative and health properites of many localities and districts in
Georgia have been properly utilized. There are numerous sanatoria
and rest-homes here, The classification of localities takes into account
the number of health and rest-homes.

Over 10 health or rest-homes — 4 points.
6—10 health or rest-homes ~— 3 points.
2—5 health or rest-homes — 2 points.
1 health or res{-homes — 1 point.
No health or rest-home — 0 points.

14. Accessibility. :

Roads giving access are the last element of touristic base in Geor-
gia. It is a decisive factor which practically enables visitors to enjoy
the tourist attractions of the country. Accessibility is essential in any
area but in a mountainous country it is an indispensable condition.
The accessibility of Georgia was defined taking the density of hard
surface roads and the railroad network as a basis. It results from the
statistical Yearbook of Georgial® and the R. J. Kverenchikhiladze's
work!! that the average density of communication network in Georgia
is 30 kilometers per 100 square kilometers.

Ceorgia's accessibility has been assessed by means of the following
classifications:

¥ Atlas of the Georgian...

10 Narodnoje Khozyajstvo Gruzinskoj SSR v 1977 g. Statisticheskij Ezhegodnik,
Thilisi 1979.

U R I. Kverenchikhiladze, Geograficheskije problemy transporta Gruzji,
Thilisi 1976. | :
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Ryc. 2. Coefficient of tourist base of Georgia
0.7 and more — particularly great tourist base, 0.6 — very great tourist base, 0.5 — great tourist base,
0.4 and less — small tourist base or without any

A;. The largest area of exceptional tourist attractiveness in Georgia
extends along the Black Sea from Sukhumi, the capital of Abhazia in
the northern-western direction. The area includes the coastline lowland
and the slopes and valleys of Kodorski, Bzypski and Gagra mountains.
That area is characterized by exceptionally attractive natural environ-
meni which happily combines the warm sea with over 200 meters high
mountains, This landscape contrast also applies to climatic conditions
which range from subtropical climate near the sea to mountainous
climate only a few kilometers away. The average yearly temperature
in Gagra is 15°C. This is also confirmed by subtropical vegetation (palm-
-trees, citrus fruits) along the coast and the vegetation in the mount-
ains which is characteristic of various altitudes including subalpine for-
ests and dwarf mountain pines. Climatic conditions made it possible to
establish magnificent botanical garden in Sukhumi. It was established
in the nineteen forties on the initiative of Vladislav Bagranowvskii?, A
few kilometers north west of Sukhumi in the locality Novy Aton is a

12 G.i A. Mitoszowie, Kaukaz, Warszawa 1979,
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tal monastery) and a church built by Orthodox monks who were expel-
led from Greece at the end of the nineteenth century. Then we reach
Gudauta and Pitsunda. The latter was constructed after the Second
Waorld War. The health resort Gagra which is well known all over
the world, is situated al the sea-side at the foot of Gagra mountains
not far from the republic's frontier. Gagra health-resort came into being
at the end of 19<th century and now it is being extended. The whole
area is connected with Lhe rest of the country by a railway line and
a dense net-work of roads. Apart from the main road running along the
coast of special interest is the so-called Sukhumi War Eoad which con~
nects Sukhumi with Tsherkesk over the Kluhorsk Pass (2781 m a.s.l.).
The road runs along the picturesque valley of the Kodori river. There
is an air-port in Sukhumi which among others ensures a direct connec-
tion with Moscow. The region is particularly attractive which is reflec-
ted in great international tourist traffic:

A;. The second selected Georgian area with particular tourist attrac-
tiveness — the coast of Adjaria — occupies a slightly smaller territory.
The area includes a narrow strip of coast low-land from Kubuleti up
to the Turkish border as well as the slopes of Meshetsk and Shawshetsk
mountains. The differences of the altitude between the coast and the
near-by mountain ranges reach here also about 2000 meters which has
an effect on considerable climatic diversification. Whereas in Batumi
and Kobuleti the mean temperature of January is +5, +6°C so at the
altitude of 1800 meters the duration of snow cover is about 6 months.
The climate of the Adjarian coast is characterized by a very high
humidity and the rainfall (over 2500 mm a year) is the highest in the
USSR. This humidity is a certain handicap in a more intensified utiliza-
tion of the region for curative purposes.

The bathing season in Batumi lasts about 150 days a year; it begi:ns
at the beginning of June (water temperature 21.5°C) and ends in October
(18'C)®5. The high temperature of the air as well as exceptional humi-
dity are conducive to the growth of subtropical vegetation. This area
is full of tea shrubs, citrus-fruits, ether-bearing plants, decorative
plants. The mountains are covered with dense beech and hornbeam
trees which at higher altitudes are replaced by pine- and fir trees.

Nine kilometers from Batumi on the coast there is a botanical
garden; it was founded by A. N. Krasnov in 1912, At present it is the
garden with the richest variety of plants in the whole Soviet Union'e.
The Adjar region of particular tourist attractiveness is rich in health-
-resorts, Going by train or by car from Kutaisi we pass first the health-

5 D. H . Komakhidze, Batumi. Planirovka i zastroika.goroda, Thilisi 1968."

16 Batumskij Botanicheskij Sad. Putievoditiel, Tbilisi 1970.
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B. THE REGIONS OF PARTICULAR TOURIST ATTRACTIVENESS

The assessment of tourisi attractiveness of Georgia shows only one
region where the coefficient of attractiveness is 0,6. This is the city of
Thilisi and its environs. The region is well known for its tourist base
and its oultural monuments. In this particular case the natural environ-
ment is of secondary importance. Thilisi is the capital of Georgia and
its largest city which indirectly determines its tourist base. There are
many hotels, motels and tourist houses in the city.

The city is an important communication centre. Its airport ensures
quick connection with all Soviet republics. Thbilisi is also a well-known
centre of Georgian culture. Here are situated largest historical and arche-
ological museums, one magnificent etnographical Skansen museum as
well as numerous monuments of architecture such as: Shuris-Tsikhe
Fortress, Metekhi Temple, Anchiskhatsk Church, Sioni Cathedral and
others. Tbilisi with its very old history is also worth seeing because
of its antique town planning!”. The geographical location of the city in
the Kura gorge and considerable differences in altitude within the admi-
nistrative borders of the city points also to the merits of natural envi-
ronment. The latter has been recently greatly enriched by the con-
struction of an artificial water reservoir which is commonly called the
Thilisi sea. The city region as a megion of very great tourist attracti-
veness is often and readily visited by foreign tourists.

C. REGIONS OF GREAT TOURISTS ATTRACTIVENESS

The territories with 0.5 coefficient ame regarded as regions of great
tourist attractiveness. They occur in 6 places seattered all over Georgia.

C,. The environs of Rica Lake. The region indludes a part of the
Bzypy river and its tribuary Latshupse outting through the Gagra
Mountain Chain. It is a dam lake which was formed by damming the
river Latshupse. The location of the lake and the landscape are major
tourist attractions in this part of the Caucasus. Here is a natural reserva-
tion covering an area of 159 km? where special protection is accorded
to the lake, vegetation with Kolkhid tiype mountainous forests, pastures
and mineral water sources.

Cp. The upper part of the Rioni miver. The region includes the slo-
pes of the Great Caucasus near the Mamison Pass. The attractiveness
is due io natural environment with its high mountain character (lands-
cape, climate, vegetation) and carbonaceous-calcium springs. Two health-

W, Dzhaoshvill, Thilisi Ekonomiko-gieograficheskij ocherk, Thbilisi 1971,












