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THE V I L L A G E  - THE CITY;  B R I D G E S  AND B A R R I E R S

W he n  u n d e r t a k i n g  an a t t e m p t  to c h a r a c t e r i z e  the c i t y - v i l l a g e  

r e l a t i o n  t ha t  n ow  takes  p l a c e  in c o n t e m p o r a r y  P o l an d ,  f i r s t  of  

al l ,  one  has  to  d e t e r m i n e  the o b j e c t i v e  p a r a m e t e r s  of the s c e n e  

w h e r e  the p h e n o m e n a  and p r o c e s s e s  w h i c h  are  of i n t e r e s t  to us ap-
pear .  On one ha n d  t h e r e  are  30 000 v i 1 la ges  . i n h a b i t e d  by 4 0% of  

the p o p u l a t i o n ,  on the o t h e r  - 812 s e t t l e m e n t  u n i t s  w h i c h  f o r m a l l y  

p o s s e s s  the s t a t u s  of a c i t y  and w h i c h - are i n h a b i t e d  by the  m a -

j o r i t y  of the P o l i s h  p o p u l a t i o n .  Yet  ove r  ha l f  of t he c i t i e s  (445)  

c o n s i s t s  of sm a l l  t o w n s  b e l o w  10 000 i n h a b i t a n t s .  T h e r e  are  on l y  

39 l a r g e  in t e r m s  of P o l i s h  c o n d i t i o n s  c i t i e s  of ov e r  a 100 t h o u s -
and i n h a b i t a n t s .

The e x i s t e n c e  of an e n o r m o u s  v a r i e t y  of c o n d i t i o n s  in t e rms  

of the g e n e s i s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  r eco r d s ,  f o r m s  of a c i t i v i t y  and  f u n c -

t i o n s  is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  bo t h  the v i l l a g e s  and c i t i e s  a l ike.  

The g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  are not  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  own i n f l u e n c e  

as fa r  as the d i f f e r e n t i a  s p e c i f i c a  of  ea c h  s e t t l e m e n t  un i t  is  
c o n c e r n e d .

The f e a t u r e s  m e n t i o n e d  ab o v e  of the to ta l  a s s e m b l a g e  of P o -

l i s h  c i t i e s  and v i l l a g e s  a l l o w  us to s t a t e  th a t  a l l  our  a t t e m p t s  

in th i s  a r t i c l e  to d e l i b e r a t e ,  r e f l e c t  upon,  and  to  r e a c h  c o n -

c l u s i o n s  hav e  to be c a r r i e d  out  at a c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e g r e e  of g e -

n e r a l i z a t i o n .  B e y o n d  th i s  t h r e s h h o l d  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a  s p h e r e  of  

d e t a i l e d  i n q u i r i e s ,  an a im w h i c h  c an  be a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  e m p i -

r i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  c a s e s  or t h e i r  l i m i t e d  g r o u p s .  The  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of m e e t i n g  the d e m a n d s  of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  se e m s  to  

be ve r y  l im i t e d .  In deed ,  e v e n  the  c i t y - v i l l a g e  r e l a t i o n  r e g i s -

t e r e d  at the le ve l  of p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e s  or  ev e n  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a -

t i v e  g r o u p s  w o u l d  ha v e  bee n  on l y  a m o r e  or  less  a p p r o p r i a t e  i l -

l u s t r a t i o n  of p h e n o m e n a  a nd  g e n e r a l  r e g u l a r i t i e s .

[5j



Thu s  a d o p t i n g ,  ou t  of a c h o i c e ,  the m a c r o - s c a l e  fo r  t he  n e e d s  

of  f u t u r e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s ,  o n e  n e e d s  to  s t r e s s  t ha t  f o r  better p r e -

s e n t a t i o n  it is c o n v e n i e n t  to a s s i g n  the c i t y - v i l l a g e  r e l a t i o n  

to s e v e r a l  l e v e l s  w h e r e  th e y  c an  be p e r c e i v e d  m o r e  s h a r p l y .  The  

d i v i s i o n  of  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s  to  s e v e r a l  l e v e l s  w i l l  b r i n g  in  e f -

f ec t  an i m p r e s s i o n  of  i n c o n s i s t e n c y ,  an i m p r e s s i o n  of i n c o n s e -

q u e n c e s  p r e s e n t  in r e a l i t y  i t s e l f  - and tha t  w i l l  b e l o n g  to  the  

s p h e r e  of r e g u l a r i t i e s  and  c o n c l u s i o n s .

In the  m o s t  b a s i c  m o d e l ,  t h r e e  b a s i c  l e v e l s  can  be m o s t  rea-

dily differentiated: p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c - p r o d u c t i v e ,  and s o c i a l -  

- c u l t u r a l .  In r e a l i t y  it w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  to i s o l a t e  

t h e s e  l e v e l s  e m p i r i c a l l y  s i n c e  we are to  a c c o u n t  fo r  p h e n o m e n a  and  
p r o c e s s e s  w h i c h  are  d e t e r m i n e d  in m u l t i p l e  ways ,  w h i c h  e x e r t  on  

t h e m s e l v e s  a m u t u a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  and  w h i c h  o f t e n  e x t e n d  o v e r  ea c h  

o t h e r .

Th e b a s i c  p e r i o d  of t i m e  w h i c h  w as  t a k e n  i n to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

w a s  the  t im e  of the  f o r t y  y e a r s  w h i c h  h a d  p a s s e d  s i n c e  the  end  

of the S e c o n d  W o r l d  War.  In the g e n e r a l  o p i n i o n  it is no t  a h o m o -

g e n e o u s  p e r i o d .  Q u i t e  to  t he  c o n t r a r y ,  at  e a c h  p a r t i c u l a r  lev e l ,  

n o t  o n l y  w i t h i n  the  r a n g e  of p r o b l e m s  h e r e  in q u e s t i o n ,  we b e c o m e  

a w a r e  of d i f f e r e n t  s c e n e s  w h i c h  m a n i f e s t  t he  m u l t i p l e  t u r n s  and  

c h a n g e s  n o t  o n l y  in the  s p h e r e  of o f f i c i a l l y  f o r m u l a t e d  d i r e c -

t i o n s  a nd  a s s u m p t i o n s  of the  p o l i c y  i t se l f ,  bu t  a l s o  in m o r e  or  

l es s  e f f i c i e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  a im  at r e a l i z i n g  th e  p o l i cy .
The p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l  in  the c i t y - v i l l a g e  r e l a t i o n  h a d  no t  been,  

in the p e r i o d  t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  e q u a l l y  a c t i v e  and s p e c -

t a c u l a r .  The on l y  m a j o r  m o m e n t  w h i c h  f r o m  t im e  to t im e  at th i s  

l e v e l  a b s o r b e d  the  a t t e n t i o n  of the s o c i e t y  in  g e n e r a l  w a s  the  

e q u i v o c a l  p o s i t i o n  of the p e a s a n t  a g r i c u l t u r e  in a s y s t e m  w h i c h  

a s s u m e d  a c o m m o n  s o c i a l  o w n e r s h i p  of  m e a n s  of  p r o d u c t i o n .  The  

c o m m o n  m e a n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  in the c i t y  e s t a b l i s h  th e p r e m i s e s  

w h i c h  a l l o w  us to c o n s i d e r  the c i t y  the m a i n  a c t i v e  ce l l  in  

c r e a t i n g  the s o c i a l i s t  r e a l i t y .  F r o m  the p o i n t  of  v i e w  of d o c -

t r i n e s ,  the v i l l a g e  r e m a i n s  in o p p o s i t i o n  to the  a n t i c i p a t e d  

s o c i a l  o r d e r  as a r e l i c t  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  s e e m i n g l y  ca p i t a l is t ic ,  

bu t  p r o b a b l y  t h o ugh ,  c l o s e r  to c o n d i t i o n s  of  f e u d a l i s m  at  the  

s t a g e  of t r a n s f o r m i n g  to  e a r l y  c a p i t a l i s m .

On the  b a s i s  of  t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  it was  a c c e p t e d  tha t  

the r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  the v i l l a g e s  a nd  the c i t i e s  a re  of  a



s y m b i o t i c  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h o u g h  at th i s  p o i n t  we do no t  i n t e n d  to  

e v a l u a t e  them. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  it is b e y o n d  d o u b t  t ha t  in terms of  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  the p r i n c i p l e s  of the  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m ,  the p o w e r  

of d e c i s i o n  b e l o n g s  to the  c i t y  - a c e n t r e  of g o v e r n m e n t  rule. In  

the  p o s t w a r  p e r i o d  in  the r a n g e  of d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  deal-

ing w i t h  the c i t y - v i l l a g e  r e l a t i o n s  one  c a n  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  a s e -

r i e s  of " so f t "  and  " h a rd "  s t e p s  of a p o l i c y  c o n c e r n i n g  the v i l -
l ag e  .

F r o m  a h i s t o r i c a l  p o i n t  of  v iew,  as a f o r m  of  the " sof t ’ s t e p s  

one  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e f o rm,  the f i r s t  d e c r e e  of  

the n e w l y  f o u n d e d  s o c i a l i s t  g o v e r n m e n t  in 1944.  The  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

r e f o r m  by l i q u i d a t i n g  the  l a r g e r  and  ve r y  l a r g e  l a n d  e s t a t e s  had  

th u s  p r o v i d e d  to the t h o u s a n d s  of f a r m  w o r k e r s  and p e a s a n t s  on  

c o n s i d e r a b l y  sm a l l  f a r m i n g  a r e a s  the s t a t u s  of  o w n e r s  of m e d i u m -  

- s i z e d  fa rm s ,  d e v o t i n g  on l y  a pa r t  o f the l an d  e s t a t e s  to the  e s -

t a b l i s h m e n t  of  s t a t e - o w n e d  fa rms .  The n e x t  are a l l  " h a r d "  s t e p s  

w h i c h  t oo k  p l a c e  at the  end  of the f o r t i e s  and the b e g i n n i n g  of  

th e f i f t i e s ,  and  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  o b l i g a t o r y  

s u p p l i e s  of f a r m  p r o d u c t s  fo r  the  n e e d s  of the r e c o v e r i n g  a f t e r  

t he  w ar  s o c i e t y  a n d ' s t a t e  e c o n o m y .  At  the  s a m e  t i m e  a c l a s s  p a r -

t i t i o n  of  the  v i l l a g e  w as  s t i m u l a t e d  f r o m  the  top b y d i s c r i m i n a t -

ing  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  p e a s a n t  f a r m s  a nd  by g a i n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  a l -

l i e s  a m o n g s t  the  res t  o f t he  p e a s a n t s .  T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  a c -

c o m p a n i e d  by a p r a c t i c a l  l i q u i d a t i o n  of a f o r m e d  in  the p a s t  s y s t e m  

of i n d e p e n d e n t  v i l l a g e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  m a i n l y  of  

an e c o n o m i c  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e s e  w e r e  s u b s t i t u t e d  by a g e n c i e s  of  a  

c e n t r a l i z e d ,  q u a s i - c o o p e r a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s  w h i c h  was  s t e e r e d  f ro m  

the  top, and  w h i c h  w as  i n t e r e s t e d  m o s t l y  in c o l l e c t i n g  f ro m  the  

p e a s a n t s  the o b l i g a t o r y  f a r m  p r o d u c t s  and  l i v e s t o c k .  F u r t h e r  

" h a r d "  s t e p s  a i m e d  at c o m p u l s o r y  c o l l e c t i v i s a t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t  farms  

at f o r m i n g  c o o p e r a t i v e s  in  p l a c e  of  i n d i v i d u a l  f a rm s ,  a l l  in  the  

a t m o s p h e r e  w h i c h  c o u l d  by no m e a n s  be r e c o g n i z e d  as  e n t h u s i a s t i c  

as fa r  as the f a r m e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d .

An a p o t h e o s i s  in t he  m a s s  m e a n s  of p r o p a g a n d a  of  th e u r b a n i -

z a t i o n  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  of the  w h o l e  c o u n t r y  c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  

t he  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  s o m e w h a t  s i m p l i f i e d  v e r s i o n  of t he p o l i c y  

t o w a r d  the p e a s a n t  v i l l a g e .  It is r e l a t e d  w i t h  a m b i t i o u s  p l a n s  

to  r e b u i l d  the  d e s t r u c t i o n s  c a u s e d  by w a r  and to  d e v e l o p  the  i n -

d u s t r y ,  m a i n l y  the h e a v y  i n d u s t r y ,  as a b a s i s  of a r a d i c a l  c h a n g e



of  the s t r u c t u r e  of the P o l i s h  e c o n o m y  f o r m u l a t e d  i n the f i r s t  

p o s t w a r  p l a n s  of e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( t he 3 - y e a r  a nd 6 - y e a r  

p l a ns ) .  The r e a l i z a t i o n  of p l a n s  to  c o n s t r u c t  the h e a v y  i n d u s t r y  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  m a i n l y  of coa l  

and i ro n  ore, was to s e c u r e  a b a s i s  for  the i n d u s t r y  p r o d u c i n g  

m e a n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  fo r  the f a c t o r i e s  w h i c h  w o u l d  s a t i s f y  the  

n e e d s  of the c o n s u m e r s  in the s o c i a l i s t  fu t u re .  The  d e v e l o p i n g  

i n d u s t r y  and  g r o w i n g  m i n e s  c r e a t e d  a n e e d  fo r  a w o r k  f o r c e  - in  

t h o s e  t i m e s  ev e n  u n q u a l i f i e d  - and  tha t  b e g a n  the  g r e a t  m i g r a t i o n  
m o v e m e n t s  f r o m  the  v i l l a g e  to the c i t y  w h i c h  last  -  a l t h o u g h  in  

a d i f f e r e n t  f o r m  and ra n g e  - t i l l  th i s  day.

The p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s  of the m i d - f i f t i e s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a s e -

r i e s  of l ess  bo l d  and s p e c t a c u l a r  " so f t "  s tep s .  F i r s t  of a l l  it  

b r o u g h t  a r e t r e a t  f r o m  p l a n s  of c o o p e r a t i v e s  c o l l e c t i v i s a t i o n  of  

p e a s a n t  f a r m s  w i t h  rea l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  for  f a r m e r s  t o r e t u r n  to  

the p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  s t a t u s  quo  ante.  It is a c c o m p a n i e d  by a  
s p o n t a n e o u s  and in g e n e r a l  a p p r o v e d  p a r t i a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  

p e a s a n t  p r o d u c t i o n  and  e c o n o m i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The p e a s a n t  v i l -

l age b e g i n s  a p r o c e s s  of r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  and  d e v e l o p i n g  i ts p r o -

d u c t i o n  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  bo t h  in f a r m i n g  and r a i s i n g  l i v e s t o c k .  

Th is  p r o c e s s  le ads  to  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  e c o n o m i c  and  p r o d u c t i o n  

d i s s e c t i o n  of the v i l l a g e  - the l a r g e r  to the s i z e  and as far  as  

p r o d u c t i o n  is c o n c e r n e d  the  m o r e  v i g o r o u s  fa rms ,  s t a r t  to  b r i n g  

s i g n i f i c a n t  and s o c i a l l y  v i s i b l e  p r o f i t s .  The s m a l l f a r m  m a j o r i -

ty d e v e l o p s  at a c o n s i d e r a b l y  l o w e r  p a c e  and is no t  as s u c c e s -

s fu l .  Th i s  p r o c e s s  w i t h  i ts  u n a v o i d a b l e  s u c c e s s e s  a nd f a i l u r e s  

la s t s  t i l l  today.

C o m i n g  ba c k  to  the la te  f i f t i e s ,  one  s h o u l d  n a m e  a m o n g  s u b s e -

q u e n t  "soft" s t e p s  the g r a d u a l  r e t r e a t  f r o m  c o m p u l s o r y  s u p p l i e s  of  

f a r m  p r o d u c t s ,  thus c r e a t i n g  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a l a r g e r  p a r t i -

c i p a t i o n  of  m a r k e t  p r i c e s  a c t i n g  as b o t h  s t i m u l i  an d f a c t o r s  re-

g u l a t i n g  the d i r e c t i o n s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  This also took  

p l a c e  as a r e s u l t  of  the e x i s t e n c e  of a g r o w i n g  s y s t e m  of d e -

t e r m i n e d  by c o n t r a c t s  c ro p  and l i v e s t o c k  s u p p l i e s  -  a s y s t e m  b e -

n e f i c i a l  to man y  fa rmers .  Yet  in the s i x t i e s  and s e v e n t i e s  a  

n u m b e r  of  "h a rd "  s t e p s  are a l s o  u n d e r t a k e n .  The y  ar e les s  s p e c -

t a c u l a r  and are o f t e n  a c c o m p a n i e d  by m u l t i p l e  d e c l a r a t i o n s  of  

a " g r e e n  l i g h t "  for  the v i l l a g e  and a g r i c u l t u r e .  Ne ve r t h e l e s s  in-

d e p e n d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  of  p e a s a n t  e c o n o m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  are l i m i t e d



a g a i n  by a s y s t e m  of c e n t r a l i z e d  m a n a g e m e n t .  O ne  h a s  to adm i t ,  

t h o u g h  tha t  the  e c o n o m i c  and p r o d u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  of  the a g e n -

c ie s  of the m a c r o s y s t e m  b r i n g  d e f i n i t e  p r o f i t s  and s a t i s f y  som e  

n e e d s  of the v i l l a g e  t h o u g h  to a m u c h  s m a l l e r  d e g r e e  than  e x -

p e c t e d  .
The v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  is no t  d e v o i d  of i ts  own  i n n e r  a n x i e t i e s ,  

T h e s e  w e r e  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  the r e a c t i o n s  to the l a t e s t  s oc ia l  

and e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s .  The p e a s a n t  v i l l a g e  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  it a  

r e c o r d  in the c o n s t i t u t i o n  of the  P o l i s h  P e o p l e  s R e p u b l i c  g u a -

r a n t e e i n g  the s t a b i l i t y  and  i n v i o l a b i l i t y  of the p e a s a n t  f a m i l y  

f a r m l a n d .  Tha t  doe s  no t  by any m e a n s  s i g n i f y  th a t  t he d o g m a t i c  

and i d e o l o g i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  th a t  c e n t r e  a r o u n d  the ph enomenon  of  

P o l i s h  p e a s a n t  f a r m i n g  ha v e  com e  to an end,  s t a b i l i t i n g  at th is  

l e v e l  the s y m b i o t i c  c i t y - v i l l a g e  r e l a t i o n s .

At  the p o l i t i c a l  l eve l  the  v i l l a g e  is see n  as a no t  ve r y  e x -

p e d i e n t  t h o u g h  at th i s  p o i n t  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  e l e m e n t  o f the mac -  

r o s t r u c t u r e  - i n d i s p e n s a b l e  bo t h  for h i s t o r i c a l  and  m o r e  i m m e -

d i a t e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  reas o n s .  In the s e c o n d  case ,  the  v i l l a g e  is 

the p r o v i d e r  of i r r e p l a c e a b l e  m a t e r i a l  v a l u e s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  for  

the m a i n t e n a n c e  of the g e n e r a l  s o c i a l  e n t i r e t y  in a  s t a t e  of d y -

n a m i c  b a l a n c e .  The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h i s  s t a t e  of b a l a n c e  had 

been ,  y e a r s  ago,  the c o n d i t i o n  of b r i n g i n g  P o l a n d  o ut  of the  

p o s t w a r  devastation, of p r o c e e d i n g  on t o  the pa t h  of  e c o n o m i c  c h a n -

ges. It is s t i l l  a c o n s t a n t  c o n d i t i o n  of r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  the d e -

p r e s s i o n  of c o n s e c u t i v e  p o s t w a r  e c o n o m i c  and  s o c i a l  c r i s e s  Thus  

at the  p o l i t i c a l  l eve l  the v i l l a g e  is for the c i t y  a p r o v i d e r  of 

e s s e n t i a l  c o n s u m p t i o n  g o o d s  and a w o r k i n g  fo rce .  On  the ot he r  

han d ,  it a p p e a r s  as an i n d i s p e n s a b l e  c u s t o m e r  w h o s e  r e a c t i o n  to 

the o f f e r e d  v a l u e s  is no t  tha t  of d e m and ,  but  r a t h e r  a d e s i r e  

for  the  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the s t a t e  of p o s s e s s i o n .  Th is ,  of c o u r s e  

r e f e r s  to the i d e o l o g i c a l  o f f e r s  w h i c h  i n t e n d  to r e g u l a t e  the 

p r o d u c t i o n - a g r a r i a n  c o n d i t i o n s  f r o m  the p o i n t  of  v i e w  of the i r  

c o n c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the i d e o l o g i c a l  d e m a n d s  of the sy s tem.

As we h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  at  the e c o n o m i c  and  p r o d u c t i o n  

le v e l  the  e x i s t e n c e  of the v i l l a g e  c o n s t i t u t e s  the c o n d i t i o n  o.  

a r e l a t i v e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  in t e r m s  of b a s i c  f o o d  s u p p l y  for  

the  s o c i e t y .  On the o t h e r  hand ,  it is a c o n s t a n t  s o u r c e  for  the  

r e c r u i t m e n t  of a w o r k i n g  f o r c e  for  t he  n e e d s  of the  i n d u s t r y  and 

the  c i t y  - the  m a k i n g  of c o n t e m p o r a r y  u r b a n  p r o l e t a r i a t .  W i t h o u t



s u c h  a ro l e  of t he  v i l l a g e  it w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  to f o r -

m u l a t e  and  e x e c u t e  p l a n s  w h i c h  a i m  at t r a n s f o r m i n g  P o l a n d  f r o m  a  

c o u n t r y  of  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o f i l e  of a r e l a t i v e l y  n o t  v e r y  h i g h  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l e v e l  i n t o  a m o d e r n  n a t i o n  w h e r e  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  

i n d u s t r y  is s e e n  as a s i n e  q ua  n o n  c o n d i t i o n  of  b u i l d i n g  the s o -

c i a l i s t  s y s t e m  - t he  p r o s p e c t  of  a b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w .

The  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  of c i t y  m o d e s  of w o r k  and  s t y l e  of  l i v i ng ,  

v i s i o n s  of i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w e r e  a l l  f o r m u l a t e d  n o t  on l y  

as f a c t o r s  s e t t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t he  g e n e r a l  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a n d  p r o s p e r i t y ,  b u t  a l s o  as a b o o s t  fo r  the l i f e  c a r e e r s  of  i n -

d i v i d u a l s .  A s p e c i f i c  r e a c t i o n  of  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of  the v i l -

l ag e  p o p u l a t i o n  to  the  p r o g r a m m e  of  n a t i o n - w i d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  which  

s a t i s f i e d  b o t h  o b j e c t i v e  a n d  s u b j e c t i v e  n e e d s ,  g a v e  b e g i n n i n g  

to  g r e a t  p r o - c i t y  m i g r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  w h i c h  c h a n g e d  t he  d e m o g r a -

p h i c  s t r u c t u r e  of P o l a n d .  The  n u m b e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  i l l u s t r a t e  the  

p o in t :  o v e r  6 0% of  the  p o p u l a t i o n  b e f o r e  t he  w a r  a n d  4 0 %  toda y.  

The  p r o - m u n i c i p a l  m i g r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  l e a d  to  l oca l  d i s r u p t i o n s  in  

the  d e m o g r a p h i c  s t r u c t u r e  t h u s  c r e a t i n g  in  the n e a r e s t  f u t u r e  a  

p o t e n t i a l  d a n g e r  f o r  m a n y  p e a s a n t  f a r m s  w h e r e  the f a r m e r s  t o d a y  

now  r e a c h  a p o s t p r o d u c t i v e  a g e  a nd  do  n o t  p o s s e s s  s u c c e sso rs .  Ano-

t h e r  s i g n  of  the  p r e s e n t  e f f e c t s  of  the m i g r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  is  

the  l ac k  of w i v e s  fo r  y o u n g  f a r m e r s  as a r e s u l t  of m i g r a t i o n  of  
y o u n g  w o m e n  to t he  c i t y .

The  b a n n e r s  of p e a s a n t  a r m y  d i v i s i o n s  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n the  

u p r i s i n g  a g a i n s t  R u s s i a n  t z a r i s t  r u l e  o c c u p y i n g  a p a r t  o f P o l a n d  
in  1794  c a r r i e d  t he  s l o gan :  " ! y w i #  i b r o n i # " ,  i .e .  "To F e e d  and  

D e f e n d " .  In the  n a m e  of t h a t  s a m e  ide a  p e a s a n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  

the s t r u g g l e  to  a c h i e v e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  in  t he  y e a r s  o f t he  19 t h  

c e n t u r y  s e r v i t u d e  and  a l s o  in  w a r s  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  in t h e  20t h  

c e n t u r y .  A p a r a p h r a s e  of th a t  s a m e  s l o g a n  c o u l d  i l l u s t r a t e  the  

v i l l a g e - c i t y  r e l a t i o n s  at the e c o n o m i c  and p r o d u c t i o n  l e v e l  at  

a t ime  of f o r m i n g  the s o c i a l i s t  p o l i t i c a l  s y s tem:  " To F e e d  and  

B u i l d . . . "  And tha t ,  of  c o u r s e ,  m e a n t  b u i l d i n g  c i t i e s$

A s y n t h e t i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the c i t y - v i l l a g e  r e l a t i o n  at  the  

s o c i a l - c u l t u r a l  l e v e l  g e n e r a t e s  p a r t i c u l a r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  d u e  to  

t he  a b u n d a n c e  a nd  p l u r a l i t y  of  d i r e c t i o n s  of t he  p h e n o m e n a .

The  f i r s t  y e a r s  a f t e r  the S e c o n d  W o r l d  W ar  w e r e  s h a p e d  by  

the e v e n t s  d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r :  a g r a r i a n  r e f o rm,  c o m p u l s o r y  s u p -

p l i e s  of  f a r m  p r o d u c t s ,  f i n a l l y  - a t r i a l  " f o r c e d "  c o l l e c t i v i s a -



t i o n  of  p e a s a n t  a g r i c u l t u r e .  The  s i t u a t i o n  of the v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  

as f a r  as p r o d u c t i o n  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  d i d  n o t  d i f f e r  f r o m  the  one  

b e f o r e  the  war ,  t h o u g h  the  d e s t r u c t i o n  a nd  h e a v y  l o s s e s  b r o u g h t  

by  w a r  d e m a n d e d  f r o m  t h e  p e a s a n t s  g r e a t e r  e f f o r t s  a nd  b r o u g h t  

s m a l l e r  p r o f i t s .  The  o n l y  o b v i o u s  b e n e f i c i a l  c h a n g e  w as  the  s p o n -

s o r e d  by the  s t a t e  a nd  p a r t i a l l y  f i n a n c e d  by t he  p e a s a n t s  e l e c -

t r i f i c a t i o n  of  the W h o l e  c o u n t r y .  It d i d  no t  p r o c e e d  without b o t h  

o b j e c t i v e  and  a l s o  s u b j e c t i v e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  as a r e s u l t  of  a  

n o t  a l w a y s  m a t u r e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and  a l ac k  of p r a c t i c a l  r e a d i -

n e s s  of  t he  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  In t he  i n i t i a l  p e r i o d  i t w a s  no t  

c o n s u m e d  to  a g r e a t  d e g r e e  d ue  to  a l a c k  of a d e q u a t e  farming ap-

p l i a n c e s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t .  It h a d  m o r e  of a p o l i t i c a l  r a t h e r  t ha n  

f u n c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  and  in the e y e s  of  the v i l l a g e r s  it d i d  not  

r e c o m p e n s a t e  the  i m m e d i a t e  b u r d e n s  b o t h  of  p r o d u c t i o n  a nd  liveli-

h o o d  and  the  f e e l i n g  of  b e i n g  e n d a n g e r e d  by t he  u n c e r t a i n t y  of  

t he  p r o s p e c t s  fo r  p e a s a n t  a g r i c u l t u r e .

A g r e a t  n u m b e r  of  y o u n g  v i l l a g e  m i g r a t e s  o f t e n w i s e  in an a t -

m o s p h e r e  of p i o n e e r  e n l i s t m e n t  a nd  of  a g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  a d v e n t u r e  

s t r u g g l e d  fo r  an a c c e s s  to  the  u r b a n  p r o l e t a r i a t .  T he c a s e  of  

r e b u i l d i n g  t he  d e v a s t a t e d  b y  t he  N a t z i  o c c u p a t i o n  c a p i t a l  c i t y  -  

W a r s a w ,  o r  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  e n o r m o u s  i n d u s t r i a l  i n v e s t m e n t s  

l i k e  N o w a  H u t a  n e x t  to C r a c o w  a re  a l l  e x a m p l e s  of t he  t r u t h f u l -

n e s s  of  the s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  the s l o g a n  d e s c r i b e d  ear lier in th i s  
a r t i c l e  "To F e e d  a n d  to B u i l d " .  T he  s u c c e s s  of t he  g r e a t  c o n s t r u c -

t i o n  s i t e  w h i c h  w as  in  r e a l i t y  the  w h o l e  of  P o l a n d  and  w h i c h  

s t r u g g l e d  to  i n d u s t r i a l i z e  a nd  r e b u i l d  t he  r u i n s  of  c i t i es ,  would  

n o t  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  if n o t  f o r  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  the v i l -

l ag e  m a s s  m i g r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t .  O n e  c a n n o t  f o r g e t  a t t h i s  p o i n t  

t ha t  t he  w o r k q r  h a d  to w o r k ,  too, in o r d e r  to be  a b l e  to  l ive.  

T he  f u n d a m e n t a l  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t he  o l d  p r o - c i t y  m i g r a t i o n  in  

the  19 t h  and  b e g i n n i n g  of  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  the f o r m a -
t i o n  on  P o l i s h  l an d  of  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m ,  and t he  m i g r a t i o n  

of the las t  f o r t y  y e a r s  is to be e x p l a i n e d  in t he  f o l l o w i n g  way:  

th e f a c t o r s  e n c o u r a g i n g  the o v e r - a b u n d a n t  f o r c e  to  l e a v e  the v i l -

l a g e  w e r e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  the e x i s t e n c e  of p o v e r t y  a nd  a l ac k  of  

p r o s p e c t s  for  l i v e l i h o o d .  The c i t i e s  of  t h o s e  d a y s  b e i n g  in  the  

p r o c e s s  of  i n d u s t r a l i z a t i o n  a t t r a c t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c h a n c e  for  a  

b e t t e r  l i f e .  T he  m i g r a t i o n  of t h o s e  d a y s  was  a m e a n s  of  e s c a p i n g  

i n t o  the  u n k n o w n  - the on l y  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  g r o w i n g  p o v e r t y  and  

v i l l a g e  r e t a r d a t i o n .



O ne has to  d i s t i n g u i s h  h e r e  b e t w e e n  the l o c a l  m i g r a t i o n s  and  

m i g r a t i o n s  a b r o a d  to the W e s t  a n d  to N o r t h  and  S o u t h  A m e r i c a .  The  

i n t e n t i o n  of the l a t t e r  was  u s u a l l y  to  a c c u m u l a t e  s a v i n g s  for the  

p u r p o s e  of r e t u r n i n g  to h o m e l a n d .  The e c o n o m i c  a im  of t h e s e  migra-

t i o n s  w a s  f i r s t  of a l l  the d e s i r e  to e n l a r g e  the f a r m l a n d .  The  

m i g r a t i o n s  to  the  c i t y  w i t h i n  the c o u n t r y  w e r e  m o s t  o f t e n  c o n n e c -

ted w i t h  a f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  of b u i l d i n g  a n ew c i t y  e x i s t e n c e  without  

p r o s p e c t s  of  r e t u r n i n g  b a c k  to t he  v i l l a g e .  J u s t  to  the  c o n t r a r y

- the m i g r a t e s  w o u l d  o f t e n  "bu rn  the b o a t s "  b e h i n d  them ,  often e x -

p r e s s i n g  the d e s i r e  to  d i s c a r d  e v e n  e x t e r n a l  f e a t u r e s  of a h u -

m i l i a t i n g  ru r a l  c h a r a c t e r .  The  s g c c e s s  w as  m e a s u r e d  by the a b i -

l i t y  to a c q u i r e  t he  externa}, f e a t u r e s  and l i f e s t y l e  of a c i t y  

i n h a b i t a n t  t hu s  m e l t i n g  w i t h o u t  t r a c e  in to  the u r b a n  pro le tar ia t .  

The b i r t h  and m a t u r i t y  of a c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  in the u r b a n  p r o -

l e t a r i a t ,  r e s u l t i n g  in an o r g a n i z e d  s t r u g g l e  for  a b e t t e r  t o -

m o r r o w ,  g a v e  the p e a s a n t s  a f e e l i n g  of  a s o c i a l  p r o m o t i o n .

The forces d r i v i n g  c o n t e m p o r a r y  m i g r a t i o n s  f r o m  the  v i l l a g e  to  

the c i t y  s e e m  to be m o r e  va r i ed :  the f e e l i n g  of i n s e c u r i t y  as far  

as the f u t u r e  of the  v i l l a g e  is c o n c e r n e d ,  the  s t a t u s  of the v i l -

l ag e  as of the  i n c o n v e n i e n t  i d e o l o g i c a l  a nd  p o l i t i c a l  " r e l i c t "  

f r o m  the pas t ,  the t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of  

p e a s a n t  f a r m i n g  on one hand ,  and on the  o t h e r  the a w a r e n e s s  shap-

ed by p r o p a g a n d a  of a c h a n c e  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the c o n s t r u c t i o n  

of a m o d e r n  b e t t e r  t o m ô r r o w  fo r  t he  w h o l e  s o c i e t y ,  and  a d d e d  to  

it a l l ,  the m i r a g e  of a c i t y  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  w h o s e  p o s i t i v e  streo-  

ty pe  f u n c t i o n s  in the c o m m o n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  as if b a s e d  on the al-

l e g a t i o n s  of the  c l a s s i c s  of u r b a n  s o c i o l o g i s t s .

The  i d e o l o g i c a l - p i o n e e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  s e e m e d  to  l o s e  w i t h  

t ime t h e i r  p r i m a r y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  the  p h a s e  of r o -

m a n t i c  e n t h u s i a s m  of the f i r s t  y e a r s  of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  a f t e r  the  
war .  In the f i r s t  y e a r s  of i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  and  c o n s u m e r  g o o d s  

s h o r t a g e s ,  the c i t y  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  and  s t i l l  a t t r a c t s  as a  

place of e a s i e r  living, t hu s  w i t h s t a n d i n g  in p o p u l a r  es t i m a t i o n s  the  

c o m p e t i t i o n  of the  g r o w i n g  in w e a l t h  and  p r o g r e s s  v i l l a g e .

In c o m p a r i s o n  to the s i t u a t i o n s  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  in  the  

pas t ,  the a t t i t u d e  of the e m i g r a n t s  t o w a r d s  the n a t i v e  r u r a l  m i -

l ie u  and t o w a r d s  t h e i r  own  p e a s a n t  d e s c e n t  has c h a n g e d  f u n d a m e n -

ta l l y  as a r e s u l t  of m u l t i p l e  v a r i e d  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  one  

s h o u l d  s t r e s s  the fac t  t ha t  in the n ew p o l i t i c a l - s o c i a l  s y s t e m  in



p o s t w a r  P o l a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  of a p e a s a n t  and w o r k i n g  c l a s s  descent  

w e r e  a s s u r e d  a p r e f e r e n t i a l  s t a r t i n g  p o s i t i o n  in d i f f e r e n t  a reas  

of s o c i a l  a d v a n c e m e n t .  One  of the  e x a m p l e s  is the c o n f e r m e n t  of  

s p e c i a l  " p r e f e r e n c i a l "  p o i n t s  to y o u n g  p e o p l e  of a p e a s a n t  and  

w o r k i n g  c l a s s  d e s c e n t  at e n t r a n c e  e x a m s  at  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  In th i s  

c a s e  the m e a s u r e  is m o t i v a t e d  by a n e e d  to e v e n  ou t  the o b j e c -

t i ve  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  l oca l  s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  The e x i s t e n c e  of  

th i s  n ew  i n s t r u m e n t a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of the p e a s a n t  (and w o r k i n g  
c l a s s )  descent , and  i ts  i n f l u e n c e  on s h a p i n g  the  l i v e s  of i n d i -

v i d u a l s  to a g r e a t  e x t e n t  r e l i e v e d  the  p e a s a n t  e m i g r a n t s  f ro m  

the on c e  h u m i l i a t i n g  s t i g m a  of r u r a l i t y .  One has to  admi t ,  though,  

tha t  the d e e p l y  r o o t e d  in the pas t  in the  c i t i e s  a t t i t u d e s  of  

" p e t i t - b o u r g e o i s "  ( l o w e r  m i d d l e  c l a s s )  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  the n e w - c o -

m e r s  f r o m  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  o f t e n  a p p r a i s e d  as p o t e n t i a l  c o m p e t i t o r s  

to the u r b a n  wor k  m a r k e t  and  to o t h e r  u r b a n  f a c i l i t i e s  hav e  not  

e x t i n g u i s h e d  t i l l  th i s  day. Today ,  t ho ugh ,  t h e y  f u n c t i o n  to a  

l e s s e r  d e g r e e  as far  as the w o r k  m a r k e t  is c o n c e r n e d  w h o s e  ne e d s  

in the new s y s t e m  are h a r d l y  eve r  s a t i s f i e d .  The f e e l i n g  of a  

f ea r  of c o m p e t i t i o n  m a n i f e s t e d  by c o n t e m p o r a r y  u r b a n i t e s  does  

n o t  p r e s e n t l y  c o n c e r n  on l y  the c o n s t a n t  n e w - c o m e r s  f ro m  the v i l -

lage.  In fac t  no t  the n e w - c o m e r s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  bu t  r a t h e r  the n a -

t iv e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of c o n t e m p o r a r y  v i l l a g e s  who m a k e  a m p l e  use  of  

the u r b a n  f a c i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s  a r o u s e  f r o m  t i me  to t ime reac-

t i o n s  of  a n i m o s i t y . One  n e e d s  to add tha t  the p e a s a n t  c u s t o m e r s  

of c o n t e m p o r a r y  c i t i e s  c o m e  f rom tha t  c a t e g o r y  of p e a s a n t s  who  
h a v i n g  a c h i e v e d  an e c o n o m i c  s u c c e s s  as a r e s u l t  of  f a r m i n g  and  

r a i s i n g  l i v e s t o c k ,  n ow  c o n s t i t u t e  fo r  the u r b a n i t e s  a c o m p e t i -
t iv e  p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r  of c o n s u m e r  goo ds .

The p r o g r e s s i n g  for  t h i r t y  y e a r s  - r e g a r d l e s s  of p e r i o d s  of  

f l u c t u a t i o n  and r e g r e s s i o n  - e c o n o m i c  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f the vi l lage,  

b r i n g s  ab o u t  a new g r o u p  of  f a c t o r s  c o n n e c t i n g  the e x - m i g r a t e s  

w i t h  t h e i r  ru ra l  f a m i l i e s .  They  b e c o m e  for  the n e w  u r b a n i t e s  a  

s o u r c e  of m u l t i p l e  m a t e r i a l  and e x i s t e n t i a l  b e n e f i t s .

F ina l l y ,  one  n e e d s  to d i s c u s s  one m o r e  g r o u p  of f a c t o r s  

s h a p i n g  the c i t y - v i l l a g e  r e l a t i o n  at the  s o c i a l  and  c u l t u r a l  l e -

ve l.  It is a p r o c e s s  of i n f l u e n c i n g  the m a s s  r e c i p i e n t  w i t h  

e l e m e n t s  of fo lk  rur a l  c u l t u r e .  It b e g a n  in the m i d - f i f t i e s  and  

one c a n n o t  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  he r e  the ro l e  p l a y e d  by th e S t a t e  Folk  

E n s e m b l e  M a z o w s z e "  and  " C e p e l i a "  - the C o o p e r a t i v e  of A r t i s t i c  and



F o l k  C r a f t s m a n s h i p .  E a c h  of  t h e s e  in t h e i r  o w n  way  a nd  n o t  w i t h -

ou t  s o m e  s t y l i z a t i o n  p r o m o t e d  on  the  c o n s umers '  m a r k e t  of the whole  

s o c i e t y  e l e m e n t s  of  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o l k  c u l t u r e .  Th i s  c r e a t i v e  a c -

t i v i t y  o f  " M a z o w s z e "  or  l a t e r  " ! l # s k "  and  o t h e r  q u a s i - r e g i o n a l  or  

a u t h e n t i c  r e g i o n a l  e n s e m b l e s  e n c o u n t e r e d  a n a t i o n - w i d e  d e m a n d  for  

c o n f i r m i n g  a n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  a n d  a n e e d  for  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the  

g e n e s i s  o f  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  the  s o c i e t y .  Th i s  s o c i a l  s p o n t a n e o u s  

c o n f i r m a t i o n  of  a P o l i s h  n a t i o n a l i t y  w a s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a s s i s -  

s t e d  by a s e l e c t i v e  n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  b o r n  ou t  o f th e  n o b i l i a r y  

c u l t u r e ,  a c c e p t e d  and  c u l t i v a t e d  by the  u r b a n  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  In  

t he  p r o c e s s  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e  t he  t wo  d i r e c t i o n s  of c u l t u r e  - s e -

l e c t i v e  a nd  f o l k  - c r e a t e d  a c o m p l e m e n t a r y  e n t i r e t y  w h i c h  c o u l d  

o n l y  be  e m b r a c e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s .

The  o b j e c t s  a nd  d e c o r a t i o n s  f r o m  " C e p e l i a "  a p p e a r e d  in i n -

t e r i o r s  of  b o t h  a p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  u s e  as p e r m a n e n t  e l e m e n t s  of  

i n d o o r  d e s i g n s ,  r e a c h i n g  c i t i e s  w i t h  a w a v e  of f a s h i o n  which m a d e  

u se  of  t h o s e  e l e m e n t s  of  t he  r u r a l  s t y l e  w h i c h  d id  n o t  b r i n g  to  

m i n d  t he  i n f e r i o r i t y  c o m p l e x  a nd  r e t a r d a t i o n  of  the  v i l l a g e .  It  

is i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t he  " C e p e l i a "  d e c o r a t i o n s  r e a c h  t h r o u g h  a  

" s e c o n d a r y  c y c l e "  the h o m e s  of p e a s a n t s  w h o  l i v e  a c c o r d i n g  to  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  c i t y  f a s h i o n s .

F r o m  the  p o i n t  o f v i e w  of t he  c i t y - v i l l a g e  r e l a t i o n  o ne  c a n -

n o t  d i s m i s s  one m o r e  s o u r c e  w h i c h  in the  s o c i a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  
m a i n l y  t h o u g h  in the  u r b a n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  s h a p e s  th e s t e r e o t y p e  

of a v i l l a g e  a nd  of  r u r a l i t y .  T h a t  s o u r c e  is the s o - c a l l e d  " ru ra l  

t h e m e "  f o u n d  in c o n t e m p o r a r y  P o l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  a nd  a l s o  on the  

s c e n e s  of t h e a t r e s  and in m a n y  P o l i s h  f i lms .

A m o n g  the g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  by l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  w o r k s  of  

l i t e r a t u r e  we m a y  f i n d  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  and e p i c s ,  n o v e l s  a nd  w o r k s  

e n d o w e d  w i t h  a s p e c i f i c  p o e t i c  a r t  - a nd  a l s o  w o r k s  of a d e f i n i t e  

s a t i r i c a l - h u m o u r o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  S i m p l i f y i n g  m a t t e r s  to s o m e  e x t en t ,  

if we  w e r e  to  f in d  a c o m m o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e s e  w o r k s  w r i t -

ten by d i f f e r e n t  a u t h o r s  a nd  c o m p o s e d  in v a r i o u s  l i t e r a r y  s t y l es ,  

f r o m  t he  p o i n t  of  v i e w  of a s o c i o l o g i s t  o n e  c o u l d  a r r i v e  at  a  

f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n :  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p o s t w a r  r e a l i t y  em-

p h a s i z e s ,  f i r s t  of  all ,  the e x o t i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f the  v i l l a g e  in  

th e f o r m  of  a s o c i a l - s p a c i a l - m a t e r i a l  m i l i e u .  The  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  

th a t  t h i s  P o l i s h  v i l l a g e  e x o t i s m  c o u l d  r e f e r  to is the  m o r e  m a -

t u r e  in t e r m s  of a d v a n c e s  of c i v i l i z a t i o n  u r b a n i t y  w i t h  a l l  i ts



p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  a s p e c t s .  B o t h  the  e x o t i c  r u r a l i t y  - s t a n d -

ing  in o p p o s i t i o n  to  the  c i v i l i z e d  u r b a n i t y  - as w e l l  as  the u r -

b a n i t y  i t s e l f  c o u l d  be e x p r e s s e d  by f i x e d  c l a s s i c a l  d y c h o t o m i c  

m o d e l  s t a t e m e n t s :  " U r b a n i s m  as a way  of  l i f e "  on o n e  ha nd ,  and  

" f o l k  s o c i e t y "  on the o the r .  Th a t  d o e s  no t  s i g n i f y  t ha t  the l i-  

t e r a t u r e v i s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  the o b j e c t i o n  of a b s t r a c t i n g  f r o m  r e a -

l i ty .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  of d e p i c t e d  c o n d i t i o n s  of r e a -

l i t y ,  the r e a d e r  w i l l  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  f o r m  an i m a g e  o f a v i l l a g e  

s t e r e o t y p e  w h o s e  m o d e l  t r a d i t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s  d e t e r m i n e  h u m a n  fa te  

and  d r a m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and  o f t e n  m a k e  us  l a u g h  a t  the anecdote  

w h i c h  e x p r e s s e s  the e x o t i c  d i s t i n c t n e s s  of r u r a l i t y  as c o m p a r e d  

to  u r b a n i t y .
W h a t  is w o r t h  s t r e s s i n g ,  t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  g r a v i t a t e s  a r o u n d  

f i x e d  a l s o  in s t e r e o t y p e s  two  b a s i c  f e a t u r e s  of t he  P o l i s h  p e a -

s a n t s  - t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  d i g n i t y  a nd  i n f e r i o r i t y  c o m p l e x  r e s u l t i n g  

f r o m  a h i s t o r i c a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  p o s i t i o n  in  s o c i e t y .

F i n a l l y  it is h i g h  t i m e  to c o n c l u d e  t h e s e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  by  

c o m i n g  b a c k  to  the e x p r e s s i o n s  c o m p r i s e d  in  the  t i t le :  " b r i d g e s  

a nd  b a r r i e r s " .  O n c e  a g a i n  o ne  h as  to  s t a t e  t h a t  it is d i f f i c u l t  

to  m e e t  the c o n d i t i o n  of  s e p a r a t i n g  the c o n c l u s i o n s ,  what in f ac t  

s e e m s  to  be s u g g e s t e d  by t he  t i t l e .  But  then ,  o f t e n w i s e ,  that

w h i c h  c o n n e c t s  c i t i e s  and  v i l l a g e s  at the s a m e  t i m e  c o m p r i s e s  

e l e m e n t s  in c o n f l i c t  a nd  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c a u s e s .  A g o o d  e x a m p l e  

is th a t  of the  consume rs '  g o o d s  m a r k e t  - t h o ugh ,  o f  c o u rse ,  

t h e r e  c o u l d  be m a n y  m o r e  e x a m p l e s .

O b j e c t i v e l y  w h a t  w i t h o u t  d o u b t  u n i t e s  the  w h o l e  P o l i s h  n a -

t i o n  is, c o n t r a r y  to s t e r e o t y p e s  and  a f a u l t y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  i ts  

r u r a l  d e s c e n t .  R u r a l  in t h i s  c a s e  d o e s  s i g n i f y  o n l y  p e a s a n t .  One  

c o u l d  m a k e  use  of the e x a m p l e  of the g e n e a l o g y  of P o l i s h  i n t e l i -  

g e n t s i a  - o n c e  for  the g r e a t e r  p a r t  d e r i v e d  f r o m  n o b i l i t y ,  t o d a y

- m o s t l y  f r o m  the  a d v a n c e m e n t  of  p e a s a n t s  to the c i t y .  Thus wh a t  

l a y s  t he  b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  the  c i t y  and  v i l l a g e  a re  th e c o m m o n  roots.  

The c o m m o n  d e s c e n t  of the w h o l e  P o l i s h  n a t i o n  a t t a i n e d  a f t e r  the  

w ar  a s p e c i a l  d i m e n s i o n .  A f t e r  the t r a g e d y  and  d r a m a  of  the Na tz i  

o c c u p a t i o n  the  P o l i s h  n a t i o n ,  h a v i n g  s u f f e r e d  h e a v y  l o s s e s  in  

t e r m s  of h u m a n  l i ve s ,  r e m a i n e d  on i ts  n a t i v e  l a n d  a l on e ,  w i t h o u t  

t he  h i s t o r i c  p a r t n e r s h i p  o f m i n o r i t i e s  d i f f e r e n t  in  t e r m s  of an  

e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ,  c u l t u r e ,  and  re l i g i o n .



The g r o w i n g  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  of the i n f e r i o r i t y  c o m p l e x  a m o n g  

u r b a n i t e s  of a p e a s a n t  d e s c e n t  o p e n s  n ew p r o s p e c t s  of c r e a t i n g  

s u b j e c t i v e  s y m b i o t i c  a t t i t u d e s .
A n o t h e r  s u p p o r t i n g  e l e m e n t  of the b r i d g e  is the d i s c u s s e d  

e a r l i e r  d o m i n a n t  ro l e  of c i t i e s ,  c e n t r e s  of g o v e r n m e n t  rule. But  

the s u b j e c t s  e x e r c i s i n g  p o w e r  a re  a g a i n  in a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  

c h i l d r e n  of p e a s a n t s ,  o f t e n  too  o s t e n t a t i o u s l y  d i s p l a y i n g  th e i r  

c i t y  sk in .
In the  a r e a  of' g o v e r n m e n t  ru l e  t he  c i t y - v i l l a g e  r e l a t i o n s  

are, of c o u r s e ,  n o n - s y m m e t r i c a l . The c o n t a c t s  of a u t h o r i t i e s  

c e n t e r e d  in c i t i e s  w i t h  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  p a r t n e r s  are c a r r i e d  out  

t h r o u g h  the g r a d e d  s y s t e m  of i n s t i t u t i o n s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  In  

the c o n t e x t  of  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s ,  it is w o r t h w h i l e  to  c o m e  b a c k  

o n c e  a g a i n  to the o ld  s l o g a n  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  in t he text :  "To  

F e e d  and  D e f e n d " .  The o r i g i n a l  s e c o n d  p a r t  of the s l o g a n  c o n s t i -

t u t e s  a n o t h e r  e l e m e n t  of the b r i dge .  The v i l l a g e  t h r o u g h  i ts  

r o l e  in the m a c r o s y s t e m ,  t h o u g h  o f t e n  p e r c e i v e d  as n o n - u n i v o c a l  

and c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  a f t e r  al l , in ou r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  d o e s  defend the  

u n i t y  and  s t a b i l i t y  of the P o e p l e  s R e p u b l i c .  One c o u l d  h a r d l y  

i m a g i n e  a s o v e r e i g n  e x i s t e n c e  of the n a t i o n  and s t a t e  w i t h o u t  

th i s  g r e a t  pa r t  of  the e n t i r e t y .
A n o t h e r  b r i d g e  is, w i t h o u t  do ub t ,  the m a s s  c u l t u r e  w h o s e  

u n i v e r s a l  m o d e l  is d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  the w h o l e  n a t i on .  T h i s  doe s  

no t  s i g n i f y  that  o ne  c a n n o t  in t h i s  and  o t h e r  f i e l d s  n o t e  the  

d i s p a r i t y  of the v i l l a g e  in r e l a t i o n  to the c i t y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  

a c e r t a i n  u n i f i c a t i o n  of e x i s t e n t i a l  s y s t e m s  w i t h  a  d i f f e r e n t  

d e g r e e  uf t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  f u l f i l l m e n t  is a l s o  o b s e r v e d .  An i m -

p o r t a n t  ro l e  in t h i s  ar ea  is p l a y e d  by the l a r g e  in  n u m b e r  c a -

t e g o r y  of p e a s a n t  w o r k e r s  - a l i ve  b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  v i l l a g e s  and  

c i t i e s  and  a n o t h e r  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  e l e m e n t  in the  f u n c t i o n i n g  of  

the e n t i r e t y .
S u m m i n g  up the  e l e m e n t s  of the b a r r i e r s  d i s r u p t i n g  the h a r -

m o n i o u s  c i t y - v i l l a g e  r e l a t i o n s ,  one n e e d s  to b r i n g  up s e v e r a l  

of the p r o b l e m s  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r .  The  f a c t o r s  of g r e a t e s t  i n -

f l u e n c e  are the a m b i g u i t i e s  and v a r i a b i l i t i e s  of c o n c e p t s  c o n -

c e r n i n g  v i l l a g e  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  d e s i r e d  f r o m  the  

p o i n t  of v i e w  of the b a s i c  n o r m s  of the s y s t e m  on o ne  hand, and  

f r o m  the p o i n t  of v i e w  of the i n t e r e s t s  of  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l

g r o u p s  on the  o ther .  A n o t h e r  b a r r i e r  is the i n a d e q u a c y  or  r a -



t he r  i n c o m p l e t e n e s s  of p l a n n e d  a c t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t he  v i l l a g e  and  

a g r i c u l t u r e  s t e e r e d  f r o m  the p o s i t i o n  of the m a c r o s t r u c t u r e . Th is  

is c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  the s m a l l e r  as w h e n  c o m p a r e d  to t he p o s s i b i l i -

t i e s  of the c i t y  c h a n c e  of  a r t i c u l a t i n g  the i n t e r e s t s  of the v i l -

l a g e  by the  d o m i n a n t  in n u m b e r  c a t e g o r y  of i ts  i n h a b i t a n t s  

p e a s a n t s .

F r o m  a n o t h e r  p o i n t  of  v i e w  one  n e e d s  to a d m i t  that  d u r i n g  

the  y e a r s  tha t  th i s  a r t i c l e  is c o n c e r n e d  wi th ,  o ne  can  o b s e r v e  

a d e f i n i t e  p r e f e r e n c e  in m e e t i n g  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f the  c i t y .  

Th i s  is c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  the s p e c i a l  r o l e  a s s i g n e d  to  i n d u s t r i a -

l i z a t i o n  and u r b a n i z a t i o n  in the  p r o c e s s  of b u i l d i n g  s o c i a l i s m .  

T h e s e  p r o c e s s e s ,  though ,  c o u l d  no t  h a v e  b e e n  r e a l i z e d  if no t  for  

the " c o n s t r u c t i o n "  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of the v i l l a g e  and a g r i c u l t u r e

- a c o n t r i b u t i o n  s e n s u  s t r i c t o  and s e n s u  largo!

The q u e s t i o n  tha t  a r i s e s  in v i e w  of  t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  is  

w h e t h e r  and  to  w h a t  d e g r e e  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  for  P o l a n d  b r i d g e s  

a nd  b a r r i e r s  b e t w e e n  the c i t y  and  v i l l a g e  r e f l e c t  t he s p e c i f i c s  

of  the  d e t e r m i n e d  p l a c e  a nd  t ime,  and  to w h a t  d e g r e e  are t he y  an  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  of  p r o c e s s e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  at a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l a r g e r  

or  e v e n  w o r l d - w i d e  s c a l e ?  The  a n s w e r  w o u l d  h a v e  r e q u i r e d  a g r e a t  
d e a l  of  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d i e s . . .

F i n a l l y ,  one  s h o u l d  sum up th e s e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  w i t h  a s t a t e -

m e n t  on s i m p l i f i c a t i o n s  a nd  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  f o u n d  i n t h i s  text .  

O u r  i n t e n t i o n ,  t h o ugh ,  w as  no t  to s o l v e  c o m p l i c a t e d  p r o b l e m s ,  

bu t  to e n c o u r a g e  f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s ,  d i s c u s s i o n s  a nd  p o l e m i c s .

Wac#aw Piotrowski  

W I E $  - M I A STO;  P O M O S T Y  I B A R I E R Y

O m a w i a j % c  r e l a c j e  m i a s t o - w i e &  we w s p ó # c z e s n y c h  w a r u n k a c h  p o l -
s k i c h  n a l e ' y  m i e (  na u w a d z e  i n d y w i d u a l n e  o d m i e n n o & c i  k o n k r e t n y c h  
p r z y p a d k ó w ,  w y n i k a j % c e  z w # a & c i w e j  P o l s c e  r ó ' n o r o d n o & c i  t y p ó w  
m i a s t  i ws i.

O d r z u c a j % c  t e o r e t y c z n e  ra m y  p o d k r e & l a j % c e  w z a j e m n i e  o p o z y c y j -
n% d y c h o t o m i c z n o & ó , r o z w a ' a  s i )  m o ' l i w o & (  u j m o w a n i a  m i a s t  i ws i  
j a k o  s y m b i o t y c z n y c h  u k # a d ó w  p a r t n e r s k i c h .

Rozwa'a s i )  r e l a c j e  m i a s t o - w i e &  na p # a s z c z y z n a c h :  p o l i t y c z n o -



- u s t r o j o w e j ,  e k o n o m i c z n o - p r o d u k c y j n e j  i s p o • e c z n o - k u l t u r o w e j .  
W p r a w d z i e  m i a s t o  - j a k o  s i e d l i s k o  w • a d z y  i d e c y z j i  - na k a ! d e j  
p • a s z c z y " n i e  n i e j a k o  n a r z u c a  ws i  s w o j #  w o l $  i o c z e k i w a n i a ,  to  
j e d n a k  z p e r s p e k t y w y  c z t e r d z i e s t u  k i l k u  lat  PRL w i e %  jawi  s i $  j a k o  
e l e m e n t  w m a k r o s t r u k t u r z e  n i e o d z o w n y  w a ! # c y  z a s a d n i c z o  na r e a l i -
z a c j i  p r o g r a m u  s o c j a l i s t y c z n e j  i n d u s t r i a l i z a c j i  i b u d o w y  z u r b a n i -
z o w a n e g o  s p o • e c z e & s t w a .

G • ó w n y m  p o m o s t e m  • # c z # c y m  m i a s t a  z w s i a m i  j e s t  g e n e r a l n i e  
w i e j s k i e  p o c h o d z e n i e  n a r o d u  p o l s k i e g o ,  p o n a d t o  u d z i a •  p o d m i o t ó w  
p o c h o d z e n i a  c h • o p s k i e g o  w ' m i e j s k i m '  s p r a w o w a n i u  w • a d z y ,  k u l t u r a  
m a s o w a  z m o d e l e m  k o n s u m p c j i  w z a s a d z i e  j e d n o l i t y m  d la  ca•ego s p o -
• e c z e & s t w a .

B a r i e r y  m i $ d z y  m i a s t e m  a w s i #  to  p r z e d e  w s z y s t k i m  z m i e n n o % (  i  
n i e j a s n o % (  k o n c e p c j i  p r z e o b r a ! a n i a  ws i  i r o l n i c t w a ,  p o ! # d a n y c h  z  
p u n k t u  w i d z e n i a  m o d e l u  u s t r o j o w e g o .  D a l e j  b ra k  k o n s e k w e n c j i  w rea-
l i z a c j i  p l a n o w a n y c h  d z i a • a &  na rzecz wsi i r o l n i c t w a .  W r e s z c i e  n i e -
s y m e t r y c z n a  w s t o s u n k u  do m o ! l i w o % c i  m i a s t a  s z a n s a  a r t y k u l a c j i  i n -
t e r e s ó w  w i e j s k i c h  p r z e z  c h • o p ó w .


