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Wactaw Piotrowski

THE VILLAGE - THE CITY; BRIDGES AND BARRIERS

When undertaking an attempt to characterize the city-village
relation that now takes place in contemporary Poland, first of
all, one has to determine the objective parameters of the scene
where the phenomena and processes which are of interest to us ap-
pear. On one hand there are 30 000 villages .inhabited by 40% of
the population, on the other - 812 settlement units which formally
possess the status of a city and which are inhabited by the ma-
jority of the Polish population. Yet over half of the cities (445)
consists of small towns below 10 000 inhabitants. There are only
39 large in terms of Polish conditions cities of over a 100 thous-
and inhabitants.

The existence of an enormous variety of conditions in terms
of the genesis, historical records, forms of acitivity and func-
tions is characteristic of beth the villages and cities alike.
The geographical differences are not without their own influence
as far as the differentia specifica of each settlement unit is
concerned. -

The features mentioned above of the total assemblage of Po-
lish cities and villages allow us to state that all our attempts
in this article to deliberate, reflect upon, and to reach con-
clusions have to be carried out at a considerable degree of ge-
neralization. Beyond this threshhold there exists a sphere of
detailed inquiries, an aim which can be achieved through empi-
rical examination of specific cases or their limited groups. The
possibility of meeting the demands of representation seems to
be very limited. Indeed, even the city-village relation regis-
tered at the level of particular cases or even their representa-
tive groups would have been only a more or less appropriate il=
lustration of phenomena and general regularities.
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Thus adopting, out of a choice, the macro-scale for the needs
of future deliberations, one needs to stress that for better pre-
sentation it is convenient to assign the city-village relation
to several levels where they can be perceived more sharply. The
division of these relations to several levels will bring in ef-
fect an impression of inconsistency, an impression of inconse-
quences present in reality itself - and that will belong to the
sphere of regularities and conclusions.

In the most basic model, three basic levels can be most rea-
dily differentiated: political, economic-productive, and social-
-cultural. 1In reality it would have been difficult to isolate
these levels empirically since we are to account for phenomena and
processes which are determined in multiple ways, which exert on
themselves a mutual influence, and which often extend over each
other.

The basic period of time which was taken into consideration
was the time of the forty years which had passed since the end
of the Second World War. In the general opinion-it is not a homo-
geneous period. Quite to the contrary, at each particular'level,
not only within the range of problems here in question, we become
aware of different scenes which manifest the multiple turns and
bhanges not only in the sphere of officially formulated direc-
tions and assumptions of the policy itself, but also in more or
less efficient activities which aim at realizing the policy.

The political level in the city-village relation had not been,
in the period taken into consideration, equally active and spec-
tacular. The only major moment which from time to time at this
level absorbed the attention of the society in general was the
equivocal position of the peasant agriculture in a system which
assumed a common social ownership of means of production. The
common means of production in the city establish the premises
which allow us to consider the city the main active cell in
creating the socialist reality. From the point of view of doc-
trines, the village remains in opposition to the anticipated
social ordér as a relict of relationships seemingly capitalistic,
but probably though, closer to conditions of feudalism at the
stage of transforming to early capitalism.

On the basis of these considerations, it was accepted that
the relationships between the villages and the cities are of a
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symbiotic character, though at this point we do not intend to
evaluate them. Nevertheless, it is beyond doubt that in terms of
establishing the principles of the political system, the power
of decision belongs tec the city - a centre of government rule. In
the postwar period in the range of decision-making activities deal-
ing with the city-village relations one can differentiate a se-
ries of "soft" and "hard" steps of a policy concerning the vil-
lage.

From a historical point of view, as a form of the "soft' steps
one should consider the agricultural reform, the first decree of
the newly founded socialist government in 1944. The agricultural
reform by liquidating the larger and very large 1land estates had
thus provided to the thousands of farm workers and peasants on
considerably small farming areas the status of owners of medium-
-sized farms, devoting only a part of the land estates to the es-
tablishment of state-owned farms. The next are all "hard" steps
which took place at the end of the forties and the beginning of
the fifties, and which include the establishment of obligatory
supplies of farm products for the needs of the recovering after
the war society and’state economy. At the same time a class par-
tition of the village was stimulated from the top by discriminat-
ing relatively large peasant farms and by gaining political al-
lies amongst the rest of the peasants. These activities are ac-
companied by a practical liquidation of a formed in the past system
of independent village institutions and organizations mainly of
an economic character. These were substituted by agencies of a
centralized, quasi-cooperative apparatus which was steered from
the top, and which was interested mostly in collecting from the
peasants the obligatory farm products and livestock. Further
"hard" steps aimed at compulsory collectivisation of peasant farms
at forming cooperatives in place of individual farms, all in the
atmosphere which could by no means be recognized as enthusiastic
as far as the farmers themselves were concerned.

An apotheosis in the mass means of propaganda of the urbani-
zation and industrialization of the whole country corresponds with
the presented here somewhat simplified version of the policy
toward the peasant village. It is related with ambitious plans
to rebuild the destructions caused by war and to develop the in-
dustry, mainly the heavy industry, as a basis of a radical change
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such a role of the village it would have been diffi
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One has to distinguish here between the local migra
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Folk Craftsmanship. Each of these in their
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positive and negative aspects. Both the exotic rura
ing in opposition to the civilized urbanity - as we
banity itself could be expressed by fixed classical
model statements: "Urbanism as a way of life" on on
"folk society” on the other. That does not signify
teraturevis charged with the objection of abstracti
lity. Nevertheless, independent of depicted conditi
lity, the reader will unconsciously form an image o
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and dramatic experiences, and often make us laugh a
which expresses the exotic distinctness of rurality

to urbanity.
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from a historically determined position in society.
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ethnic background, culture, and religion.
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-ustrojowej, ekonomiczno-produkcyjnej i spoeeczno-k ulturowej.

Wprawdzie miasto - jako siedlisko weadzy i decyzji - na kaldej
peaszczy'nie niejako narzuca wsi swoj# wol$ i oczek iwania, to
jednak z perspektywy czterdziestu kilku lat PRL wie % jawi si$ jako

element w makrostrukturze nieodzowny wal#cy zasadni czo na reali-

zacji programu socjalistycznej industrializacji i b udowy zurbani-
zowanego sposecze&stwa.

Geéwnym pomostem e#cz#cym miasta z wsiami jest gene ralnie
wiejskie pochodzenie narodu polskiego, ponadto udzi as podmiotow
pochodzenia cheopskiego w 'miejskim' sprawowaniu we adzy, kultura
masowa z modelem konsumpcji w zasadzie jednolitym d la casego spo-
secze&stwa.

Bariery mi$dzy miastem a wsi# to przede wszystkim z mienno%( i
niejasno%( koncepcji przeobralania wsi irolnictwa, pol#danych z
punktu widzenia modelu ustrojowego. Dalej brak kons ekwencji w rea-
lizacji planowanych dzia*a& narzeczwsii rolnictw a. Wreszcie nie-
symetryczna w stosunku do mo!liwo%ci miasta szansa artykulacji in-

tereséw wiejskich przez cheopdw.



